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K shonr Preface may, , perhaps, We oak, 
| neceſlary to introduce theſe letters i into the world. 
They are ſimply intended as a brief refulntign, 


of a diſcourſe but too nicely calculated, as ſome , þ 


think, to prejudice : and inflame the minds of many. 
againſt the evangelical doctrines, and approved 
TFiends, of the late Honourable and Reverend 
William Bromley Cadogan; and to pour upon. 
them. the moſt WTI] and gnmerited ON; 
and contempt. | 2 4; - 
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5 5 (t Like his en Maſter,” ſaid a popular and _—_ 
preacher , *, 0 he dent dbl doing Load. Raiſed gi 
das be was, by birth and connections, to claim Gs 
. higheſt honours in the church, he. preferred ee 
TY the uſeful taſk of preaching che goſpel to the 
« great object was to preach t the kingdom! 'of G 
4 and to Toh "thoſe things that concern the Lord 
79 Jeſus with all confidence and boldnels. In all 
OE things ne ſhewed himſelf a better of - Sood ä 
"Yorks, and he ws! was of a co ontrary 9 8 war” 5 
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1 x Poor, to the 1 ſeenes of public life; — 
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«© n0 evil thing to fay of him.” 15 
"Even his ſucceflor has at leaſt ini 2.22; that is . 


i | = a man whoſe cc well! meant picty, cHebifilye 1 


berality, and amiable manners in ''fock ey,” coins”. 
manded his reſpect. Yet, alas! his piety, 40 
cording to this Wale ene eſtimation, was only 
555 Twell' meant ; and” to > convince the world through' 
| whit Hedi bebebeld li bang ond ſling light; 
it has been a à material object of his paſtoral care, 

to oppoſe and condemn the peculiar doctrines which! 
both Mr. Cadogan and his predeceffor) had be- 
ee 1 taught; and che laſt effott of his t 
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the miniſtration of Mr. Eyre. „ 


„ which account it was their intention to have 
7; ſolicitec the biſhop of Saliſbury to conſecrate 4 
chapel, had they not been aſſured that the conſe- 
cration would not be admitted to take place wich- 
out the conſent of one of the vicars of Reading, on a 
whom the appointment al a miniſter muſt 1 
. tually devolve. 


The advantages hey! cated to et 
were now, they conceived, irrecoverably loſt. 
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Mig A like epiſcopal ebe you 'concelve it 
to be your duty to amuſe your audience of very 
reverend brethren with a diſcourſe which you have 
- fince thought proper to entitle, 4 Diſpaſionate 
Fnquity into ibe prbbuble Cauſes and Conſequences of E-. 
thuftaſn,” And it appears by the publication of it, 
_ that you have induſtriouſly ſearched ſeveral au- 
thots, Wich a view, no doubt, to inſtruct and con- 
firm dem, in the opinions you have been pleaſed 
to entertain on this ſubject; opinions well calcu- 
lated to encourage and inflame the enmity of thoſe 
5 who were already fifficiently prejudiced agaiaſt that 
5 5 00 Ma 37 55 — holy religion, 
| N | ; which, 
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| REVERIND. ein, 


A A lite epiſcopal vitae „ you conceived it 
io be your duty to amuſe your audience of very | 
reverend brethren with a diſcourſe which you have 
ſince thought proper to entitle, ** A Diſpaſſonate 
Faquity into the probable Cauſes and Conſequences of Eu- 
tuftaſm,” And it appears by the publication of it, 
tat you have induſtriouſſy ſearched ſeveral au- 


_ thots, Wich a view, no doubt, to inſtruct and con- 44) 


firm them, in the opinions you have been pleaſed 
To entertain on this ſubject; opinions well calcu- 
lated to encourage and inflame the enmity of thoſe 
5 who were already ſfficiently prejudiced againſt that 
£9 N OT: 7 ä our holy religion, 
e 0 which, 


0. 


0 12 ) | 


which, if I miſtake not, you pronounce to be en- 


thufiaſm, or fanaticiſm ; - but which many very 


learned, rational, and eminently pious characters, : 


as well amongſt the laity as the clergy, have pro- 


1 nounced, and do as boldly and as e 
4 affirm, to be the truth. ; 


Believe me, 1 wbould conſidet it entitely ſuper- 


fuous to addreſs you on the ſubject before me, 


did I not conceive myſelf called upon to do ſo in 


. Wanaka, 


defence of that pure and undefiled religion. of 


which you profeſs yourſelf a miniſter; in reſpe&_ 


for thoſe doctrines to Which you have more than 
once ſubſcribed, and before God and man bound 
yourſelf to preach; and in vindication of. a 
faithful and devoted people, the affectionate and 
- fincere flock of that amiable and excellent man 


$5 of. God, whom, you may (indeed as you ac- 
knowledge) | Ke 'be glad to imitate at humble 


| « * diſtance, . whom, You perſuade yourſelf, you can 8 


« © hardly hope to equal. 


FEY 


FS hot x 
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* With pleaſure you add, 1 I pay the tribute due : 


« to his virtues upon Every. occaſion but it is AT 


“lot, as coming after him, to ,Qccupy A, ſtation” 
(and you think no apology. necefſa; V for ro eandid 
85 on. aſſertion) where enthuſiaſm; or Fanaticgſm, * 


by, whatever other name the 1 1 thing may | be 
«6 fignified,, prevails and abounds.” . „ 


Now, Sir, as you have not thoyght 8 to — 7 


# 


| Kine preciſely what you mean 20 an eohafatt ora 
3 . 8 "Hs 


„ 0 13 5 
| fanatic, 1 heft 1 preſume, cid it for ae 0 
to believe any. other docttines, fave thoſe of which - 
you! have given us a ſf pecimen in your Diſpaſſionate 
5 Enquiry,” o or * to differ from you in opinion,“ is 
to be an enthufiaſt or a fanatic; * or by whatever 
CE other name the fame thing may be ſignified *. 
Or, at all events, ſince you applaud his virtues 
over Whoſe flock you have been appointed paſtor, | 
but could find no tribute of praiſe due to the parti- 
"cular doctrinies he taught, may I not reſt ſatisfied 
that theſe were the E diele the 


, „ 5 . 
N dit Dit 95 b n 1781 e 


*> 1 Entbufia/m, is a word derived from the Greek eue 5 
hee; a man animated in an; extraordinary manner by the 
e of 1 whom God is, or, God animates., 3 
10 1 GR  CyanmaRs's Daene. 
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M. Hap Piles defines Fnthofiafn to be a tranſport of the 
155 mind, whereby it is led to think, and imigine things, in a 
. ſublime, ſyrpriſing,, yet. frobable manner, 
The word. Enthufcaſm is frequently milapplied, q hs liede: 

905 * underfigad. Many conſound different kinds of enthuſiaſm, 
widely remote from each other. The word, according to its 
i preſent. vulgar uſe, anſwers well. enough the purpoſe of r re- 
Proof; and as bew, perſons have diſcernment ſofficient, to ſee 
the miſapplication, the odium intended eaſily falls i bpon the | 
| Lale. or eee are pleaſed to connect with i it. 8 
5 F Haxrrzx- 's Eſay on Entbufaſm.. 


ee Johnſon conſiders that perſon to be enthuGaſtic « ie 
| i etbemtnitly bot in any cauſe ;? and St. Paul approves of this 
ſpecies of enthuſiaſm, if it be in a good enuſe: . It ii ie lays 
of 1 c rh be acalbiſſy aſſeded always in 4 good thine.” hee 5 
can be mY $004; as bogs e of 0 and 1155 ine 


we 
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ok ors. Vou are rin no * 
chat all che epthuſisſm or fanaticiſin which 1 
much prevails and abounds in ur new -Gtuatie 
dderived its origin from the ſpiritual ſeed he Bas -_ 
End ſo laboriouſly diſſeminated, amang a 
ae people that have been affectionately attached to 
_ *« him; that have locked up to his lips as the diſ- 
4 penſer of true knowledge, and that, through 
God's grace, were to be guided by; him in, the 
May of ſalvation. In truth, the ſed he ſowed has 
brought forth much fruit; would to God it had 
brought forth more fruit! and, to uſe his own 
words, the bleſſed fruit of repentance towards 
God, faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and love 
te towards God and one another * It was his 
hearty d defire 3 and Pers to acl on TIDE concluſion 
IM e f 


5 ® 4 
8 1 „ 


* We en and kake yn, A we 403 in FS: think 
in our hearts, imagine, or believe, that we are able to repent 
- aright, or to turn effeQually unto the Lord by our o.] n 
might and ſtrength. For this muſt be verified in all men; 
cc Without me ye can do nothing.” Again, « Of exrſubves we are 
not able, as much as to think a good thought.” And i in another 

| place, 1t is God that worketh in us both the 0 and the deed." by: 
For this cauſe, although Jeremiah had ſaid before, © / thou re- 
| turn, O 1/rael, return unto me, ſaith the Lord: Vet afterwards 
be faith, ** Turn thou me, O Lord, and I ſhall is turned; for thou 
- 6 art the Lord my God. And therefore that holy writer, and 
ancient father Ambroſe, doth plainly, affirm, Thas the turn- 
: ing of the heart unto God, is of G; as the Lord himſelf doth | 
_ by his prophet, ſaying, © Aid 1 will give them a heart to 

*< bow 8 F Lord, and they fall be my people, and I _ 


% cvill 


> 


; Han that it might be n In 
And by this you may diſcover, that the grand ob- 
ject he had before him was, What he declared it to 


be, che glory of God, and the preſent and e ver- 
N laſting ſalvation of thoſe committed to his charge. 


Do you call this entbufiaſm, this fanaticiſmn N In A 


3 if to preach not himſelf, but CAI Jssvt 
the Lord, was enthuſiaſm or fanariciſmz he was, in 


no ſmall degree, both an embuliaſt and a fanatie & 
But to be ſtill more particular, may it not be in- e 

ferred from the ſpirit and tenot of your diſcourſe, 
that you would fix the term enthuſiaſt or fanatic. 
indifferently on all thoſe who acknowledge and 
| lament their utter ruin and loſt eſtate by the fall; 

v ho profeſs to have felt a conviction of ſin on their 
blearts by the agency and influence of the Holy 
Spirit, and who firmly believe the doctrine of re- 
: N or the new birch, ny ee to 
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8 3 pla exangelieal, hs 
bY name of enthuſiaſm, or methodiſm, and a very great part of man- 

kind will immediately explode it, without the flighteſk examina. 
tion. The name of: methodift has been given to all the dergy 


who preach or profeſs the doctrines of the reformation, as ex- 


preſled in the articles, homilies, and liturgy, of the church, to 


which they have ſolemnly aſſented and confented in the 3 5 


0 God and man. 
| Knox' ; br. wo Philoſe ply, Page 170. 


„ VVV quicken | 
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LE 16 yy. „ 
„ chem alive to ae n f 
belong to their eternal peace? ?: may goon to add., 
don all thoſe who; having renqunted their own 

 Higltcouſneſs, age, determined by the direction f 
the ſame ppirit, to ſubmit themſelves to the tigte. 
_ .ouſneſs of Cbriſ; and having abandoned the 

amuſements and enjoyments of the world, declare 
they have no pleaſure therein ; m more, that 2 
are conſtrained to hate ſin, becauſe it is contrary ' 

to the nature of HIM whoſe: eyes are X09} pure t 
behold even the ſhadow of iniquity ? 


00 in vindication of the religious ſentiments me 
the unfortunate objects of you reo and deliberate 
diſapptobation, permit me to refer you to the ar- 
ticles homilies, and liturgy of the church: to 
theſe you and your very reverend brelbren have füb. 1 
ſeribed 45 containing the trus doFifines of the Chutth _ 
"of England, actording to God's word and perhaps 
you need not to be informed, that the enthuſiaſts, * 
as you call them, if you did really believe, and 
: Pteasbe, ce according 10 the true, uſual and literal mean- 
ing” of the ſaid articles, homilies, and Os | 
would regard and attend vo as à faithful 'a 
evangelical preacher of the goſpel of Chriſt, 125 
my own part, 1 ſcruple not to ſay, that if to pts 5 
the ſentiments I have above deſoribed, be your 
i, Idea of s an embed a am one; ny. I woſt, a co a 
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ſeientious, undoubted, member of the church. 
And 1 hope you will excuſe me, when I declare it 
is my firm belief, and I have the authority of the 
Bible and. the Church for what I am about to 
aſſert, that all thoſe who do not experience that 
divine change which you now term enthuſiaſm, 


**© can in no caſe enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 


While you are conſulting that word, in knowledpe 
of which ſtandeth our eternal life; while youare reading 
thoſe articles, thoſe homilies, and that liturgy, which 

- diſtinguiſh the church you ſay you love, I pray 
God to apply them to your heart, by the influ- 
ence of his own-almighty Spirit, ſo that you may 
not only believe them, but preach them; and not 
 orfly preach them, but live in the — of 

then.” * 

God grant, chat you may find them as a light 
to your feet, and a lamp to your paths, on your 
pilgrimage through this vale of tears, ſo that you 
may at laſt enter upon the full fruition of thoſe 
joys and bleflings © which eye hath not ſeen, nor 
ear heard;” ſuch as could never have entered 
into the human heart to conceive, but ſuch as our 
bleſſed and adorable Maſter has reſerved for them 


that love and adore him“; while, on the other hand, 


for thoſe who deſpiſe and reje& him, for thoſe who 
are unacquainted with the life and power of re- 
| ligion in the ſoul, whether they be moral or pro- 
Plhane, is as aſſuredly . reſerved the blackneſs of dark- 

A "Ong | 


Ci 0 


—— 
* 
: * 
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neſs for ever.” I 1 claſs the moral and the prophane 


together (a Hume and a Voltaire, a phariſee and 
an unconverted publican), ſince, as far as it con- 
cerns our juſtification before God, there is no reſpect 
of perſons. Unleſs therefore a moraliſt be brought 

do a ſenſe of the exceeding finfulneſs of fin, and led as 


a guilty ſinner to Chriſt for mercy, he is as deſ- 


picable in the fight of God as the ungodly. and 
the prophane; © the ſame power,” ſays the great 
CHaRNoOck, ©, is requiſite to raiſe the heart of the 

c moſt moral man under heaven out of the grave of 
& corrupted nature, as well as thoſe who are fartheſt in 
e their diſpoſitions from God.” The preſent biſhop 
of Rocheſter in his charge delivered at his primary 


viſitation to the clergy of the dioceſe of St. David's 
will more fully illuſtrate and explain my meaning, 


ec the higheſt principleof morals, he tells us, is a juſt 


« regard to the rights of each other in civil ſociety, 


ct and that the firſt principle of religion is the love of 


God; therefore, unleſs our morals ſpring from love 
< to God, they are as ſinful in the fight of God as 
ce the actions of thoſe who are immoral.” And again, 
inthe 14th Article, on works before juſtification, or, 


as it is added, . before the Grace of Chriſt and the 
Inſpiration of his Spirit,“ the ſenſe of the church is 
uncommonly clear and pointed, for that they 


(good works) are not done as God hath willed 


and commanded, we doubt not but they have * the 
nature of ſin. Now you/can neither ſo much miſ- 
take the church, the WG or myſelf, as to ſup- 


pole 
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poſe that we are leſs advocates for morality than you; 


but we individually contend, that none can expect 
to be juſtified in the ſight of God entirely, or in part, 
on account of their own worth, morality, righteouſ- 
neſs, or by whatever other name the ſame thing 


may be ſignified; and that they who believe, or 


preach any other goſpel contrary to this, could never 
have diſcovered their miſerable ſtate by nature on the 
one hand, or the ſpirituality of God's law on the 
other; they never could have been convinced that 
they were ſinners, and conſequently never could 
have known the value of an atonement. 

I cannot forbear to make another extract from 
the excellent charge I have already quoted, wherein 


the Right Reverend and Learned Prelate proceeds 
to caution his clergy, ** that they aſcribe no ſuch 
| © merit to the good works of men as may claim 


c immortality as the wages of a ſervice; that they 


& aſcribe no power to man to perform works truly 


* good without the aſſiſtance of the divine Spirit, 
* and begs that they will always remember to in- 
et culcate, that our faith is no leſs defective than our 
© works, that it is not by the merit of our faith 


40 more than our works that we are juſtified; that 


<« there is indeed no hope for any merit of our own 
e but through the efficacy of our Lord's atone- 
« ment; for that we are jultified by faith is not on 
6 account of any merit in our faith, but becauſe 


faith is the firſt principle of that communion be- 
e tween the believer's ſoul and the divine Spirit, 


: 1 95 1 E | * on 


LEY 


© on which _ whole of our bn lie de- 5 
| pends.” 
_ © By the Load of Chriſt, ” Gave. the Wie e zag 
learned Biſhop HALL, ** we have redemption, juſti- 
«* fication, reconciliation, ſanctification, entrance 
& into glory. Woe be to them that derogate from 
« Chrift that they may charge themſelves ! that 
botch up the all-ſufficiently meritorious ſufferings 
« of Chriſt, as imperfect, with the CIOS of 
i fleſh and blood!” | 
And, to uſe the language of Biſhop tim or; 
* it is a matter of admiration to me, how any one 
te that pretends to the uſe of his reaſon can imagine 
c that he ſhould be accepted before God for what 
“ comes from himſelf; for how is it poſſible that I 
ce ſhould be juſtified by good works when I can do 
no good works before 1 be firſt juſtified. My 
ce works cannot be accepted as good until my per- 
e ſon be ſo; nor can my perſon be accepted by 
God till firſt ingrafted into Chriſt ; before which 
© ingrafting into the, true vine, it is impoſſible I 
* ſhould bring forth good fruit. And if both the 
« civil and ſpiritual actions of the wicked be fin, 
which of all their actions ſhall have the honour to 
« juſtify them before God I know not how it is 
„with others, but for my own part I do not re- 
ce member, neither do I believe that I ever prayed 
* in my life-time with that reverence, or heard 
« with that attention, or received the ſacrament 
with that faith, or did any other work whatſoever 
15 * that pure heart and ſingle eye as I ought to 
© have 


1 = 

5 FR > * » 
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a have done; infomuch that I look upon all my 


| br righteouſneſs as filthy rags, and it is in the robes 
ce only of the righteouſneſs of the Son of God that 
. dare appear before the Majeſty of heaven.” 
Call you theſe authorities enthuſiaſm * Had 
you, reverend Sit, thus learned Chriſt, had you 
been thus taught in the ſchool of the goſpel, that 
t very crowded affembly” to which you preſented 
- yourſelf © in your new ſituation” for the firſt time, 


would have remained with you; they would then 


have heard from you thoſe glorious truths which 
they had been accuſtomed to hear from your pulpit z 
truths which came warm from the heart of your 
predeceſſor, and were directed to the hearts and con- 


ſciences of his hearers. And ] can aſſure you, that 


in every department of his ſacred office he pre- 
ſerved, as much as you could wiſh, “ the dignity 
and importance of his holy function;“ and what 


n affirmed of Biſhop BUTLER ache with 


„ « The Chriſtian who lives by faith, who. quits poſſeſſion for 
reverſion, and who chooſes to ſuffer with his Saviour here, that he 
may reign with him hereafter, appears to the men of the world 


as a monſter of folly and enthuſiaſm. But God is the frong. 


refuge of all ſuch,” | 
a S; BIs HOP Horne's Com. on the Pſalms. 


Religious enthafiaſm is not b/ameable when it is a ſtrong per- 
ſuaſion, a firm belief, of a continual operation, impreflion, and 


influence, from above; when it is a total reſignation to, and de- 
pendance upon, the 1mmediate inſpiration and guidance of the 
Holy Spirit in the whole courſe of our lives; this is as ſober and 


 rational'a belief, as to believe that we ns 6 live, and move, 


41d Bat our being i in God. 5 LAw. 


„ 5 ſingular 


1 


* 


© 22 5 ö ä 
ſingular propriety be referred to o him, « he bore” 
the image of the God impreſſed. And it has 
often been acknowledged, ſuch was his eloquence, 
ſuch his piety, his zeal, and the intereſt he took in 

the preſent, and everlaſting ſalvation of thoſe who 
heard him, that, to uſe the words of another poet, 


« Truth from his lips a with double ſway, 
« And fools who came to ſcoff remain'd to pray. 
| Gon SMITH. 


I am, Reverend Sir, 


Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
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"LETTER 1.. 


ee Sens : 


M ſecond 5 TAY to you on the ſame ſubject 


will not, I hope, induce you to conſider me as la- 
bouring under ſymptoms of more violent enthuſi- 
aſm than I have yet diſcovered; allow me to. ſay, 
while I am contending for the faith once delivered 
to the ſaints, I cannot be cool or even lukewarm, 
nor can I agree with a celebrated writer who ad- 
mires and extols an enthuſiaſt in the arts and 
ſciences, but hates and condemns every one who 
may be zealouſly affected in the good cauſe of pure 
vital and experimental religion*. But one thing is 
needful, ſays our Saviour; and for the ſake of this, 
ſays an apoitle be fervent in ſpirit ; what then 
can be the reaſon why many are ſo induſtrious to 
diſcover their exceſſive moderation, I may ſafely add 
indifference, Nw this ner: Pres nien we are in- 


# 4 


* — 
1 


oo Two thirds of kb New Teſtament 3 appear to the ma- 
thematical divines rank enthuſiaſm. Some of them juſt from 
the ſchools ſeem inclined to ſtudy theology with a pair of com- 
paſſes, a rule, and a line. What müſt they ſay when they come 
to ſuch paſſages as this, * that ye might be filled with all che 

i fulneſs of God ** 1. not the g filled with God enthuſiaſm ? . 
. IN. : e 

5 K x ox's Chriſtian Philoſophy, page 169. 
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: vited to chooſe for ourſelves, and having been en- 
to God, and conſequently no regard for their own 


grand reaſon why men in general would be mode- 
rate in divine matters, and immoderate in thoſe 
which are temporal, ſenſual, and deviliſh, is indiſ- 
putably this, they are ignorant of ſpiritual things, 
which muſt be ſpiritually diſcerned, for the carnal 
mind is at enmity with God *,” This is an apoſtolical 


opinion of St. Paul will require no other. 


Wi This is another fa oſhionable exhortation, © Be not 
þ i righteous over much F.” The fact is ſhortly this: when 
1 a man begins to reflect upon the ſtate and ſalva- 
tion of his immortal ſoul, his relations and ac- 
quaintance are too frequently alarmed leſt perhaps 


ts. —I—H— 


to ſay you are righteous overmuch, or in other 
words, you are an enthuſiaſt and fanatic; but if we 
examine and prove ourſelves, we certainly muſt 


. 
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ſible, let me aſk you, to be too good; or having 


* ſem. viii. *. k Feel. vii. 16. 


* . 


abled by God's grace to chooſe, ſhall never be taken 
from us? The reaſon is obvious, they have no love 


ſouls; their hearts and affections are decidedly fixed 
upon the objects of time arid of ſenſe: and the 


- concluſion, and whoever is willing to admit the 


he ſhould be of to the world. It is eaſy, you know, 


confeſs that we cannot poſhbly live too much ta 
that God who has done ſo much for us. Is it poſ- 


been convinced that we have " IIA, one ater; 


1 28 
1 the devil, not a little; ſo now; the object be- 
ing changed, we are reſol ved by divine grace to 

ſerve another Maſter, even Jeſus Chriſt (who lived a 
life of ſorrow, and afterwards died on the accurſed 

tree, but roſe again for the juſtification of thoſe who 
believe in him), much,” very much in our bodies, 

ſouls, and ſpirits, which are his? There are many, 

' you ſay, of this ſort, and unqueſtionably they afford g 
a ſtrong proof of converting, regenerating grace. 
I ſhould be rejoiced if I could ſee mankind in ge- 
neral ſtriving together for the faith of the goſpel, 
and contending only who could live cloſeſt to 
God; I mean in the ſtrength and by the grace of 
God. . To be righteous over much is ſurely to 
have a zeal not according to knowledge: to be 
proud and averſe to ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of 
God, and to truſt to our own righteouſneſs to juſtify ' 
us, and preſent us holy and acceptable before God 
in the great and awful day of account, isa moſt miſe- 
rable and wretched deluſion. They who do thus have 
aſſuredly fallen intoadeepand dreadfullethargy, from 
which nothing but the grace of God can awaken and 


recover them. If the divine law is perfect, and that 


law has been broken by us, nothing ſhort of a per- 
fe& righteouſneſs can fatisfy | its demands, If it can 
be proved that the puny arm of fleſh can perform 
the taſk, I confeſs the world is maſter of a ſcience . 
of which I have no comprehenfion, To truſt to 
our own righteouſneſs for juſtification, even you, I 
hopes will allow, N Nef to that unfaſhionable 


fſpyſtem 


(6 26 5 
ſyſtem of religion called the Bible.—In your Dir | 


te paſſionate Enquiry” you have aſſured the enthufiaſts 
and others that no particle of malevolence re- 


et mained within your breaſt” which could operate 


againſt them; but you will excuſe me if J retain an 
idea at leaſt that there was a liitle rancour riſing in 


your boſom at the time you compoſed that diſ- 
courſe, and I can hardly ſuppoſe that the malignant 


ſpirit had entirely evaporated even while you 
preached it; for. I really do not ſee how any perſon 
can attack the principles of true Chriſtianity with 
the warmth and energy you have done, without 


feeling within him ſomewhat of that rancour which 


the apoſtle deſcribes as characteriſtic of thoſe who 
are ſlill in a ſtate of nature. As rhe heart is deceitful 
ec above all things *,“ you will perhaps acknowledge 
that a little . particle of malevolence” may be found 
there, though it does not diſcover itſelf ſo clearly as 
the enthuſiaſm and fanaticiſm of thoſe who have ſe - 
ceded from your church. | 


Vou tell us, that you had nothing more in view 
than “ the goed and welfare? of all who were pre- 


| ſent. Permit me here to ſolicit your attention a 


little, becauſe I preſume the good and welfare that 
you allude to muſt be the ſpiritual and eternal 
welfare of your hearers. Bur, alas! how that could 
be affected without advancing one point of real 
evangelical truth, I leave to the candour of a diſ- 


} 
Jur. xv, 9. 5 
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| cerning 
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cerning eye. My Bible declares that there is none 
naturally good ſince the fall, no not one; or, in other 
words, that the whole world is become guilty be- 
fore Gods.“ Surely then I may aſk. how your 
hearers could be made ** good” or wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion by a diſcourſe which has not in any degree di- 
rected them to HIM ** 2who is made unto his people 
* wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſantiification, and redemption.” 
Indeed, if to prejudice the minds of your congrega- 
tion againſt the truth, and to ſtigmatize all who 
know and profeſs to love Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
crucified, by names expreſſive of indignation and 
contempt ; if this be the moſt effectual way of 
preaching. the goſpel ; if this be your plan of pro- 
moting the good and welfare” of your audience, 
I bleſs God I have“ not fo learned Chriſt.” How- 
ever you may admire and quote the authority of 
the celebrated -philoſophical and religious Lord 
Bacon upon the ſubject in queſtion, yet if you will 
conſult his Confeſſion of Faith, you muſt confider 
our great countryman as much an enthuſiaſt as any 
one in your new ſituation. His religious ſentiments, 
if I may judge of your ſyſtem of theology from 
the ſpecimen before me, and what L have heard 
you deliver from the pulpit, were as diametrically 
oppoſite to yours as the ſubject matter of your 
Preaching is to that of your illuſtrious predeceſſor. 


Nom. iii, 10. 19. 
t Ger. i. 305 
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I hope you do not poſitively agree with ſome 
who have made it a queſtion whether our own land 
has more to fear from the ſpread of enthuſiaſm or 


_ infidelity, that it has moſt to dread from the former? 
If you ſuppoſe this, if this be your hypotheſis, ex- 


perience will eafily confute it. Perhaps, though 
| you may not be aware of it, this country owes in a 
great meaſure its internal peace andquiet tothemany 


prayers that have been, and are, daily offered up 
by thoſe very people whom you raſhly, inconſiderate- 


ly, nay ignorantly, regard as diſloyal and inimical to 
government*. Do you really think that no prayer 


can be accepted by God the Father unleſs it ſpring 


from faith in Chriſt Jeſus, unleſs it is offered up 


through him and in dependance upon his media- 
tion, that it may avail much and may be returned 


to us ſanctified and enriched with the bleſſing of 


God? If you do, Sif, you at once prove them to be 
the very “ falt of the earth.“ 


* 


* To the decline of re ligion and morality our national 1 difficut- 
ties muſt, both directly and indirectly, be chiefly aſcribed ; my only 


ſolid. hopes for the well. being of my country depend not % 


much on her fleets and armies, not ſo much on the wiſdom of her 
rulers, or the /þirit of her people, as on the perſuaſion, that ſhe 
ſtill contains many who, in a degenerate age, love and obey the 


goſpel of Chriſt ; on the humble truſt, that the interceſſion of tbeſe 


may ſtill be prevalent ;. that for the ſake of gy Heaven may ſtill 


look upon us with an eye of favour. 


Wus ERFORCE'S Praflital View of Chri iftianity, ch. vii. p- 19. 
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The prayers of Phariſees and Formaliſts can have 
no avail: theſe deny the power of godlineſs and 
call it enthuſiaſm; they depend not on the influ» 
ence of that bleſſed Spirit who intercedeth for the 
faithful with groanings that cannot be uttered ; they 
| go about to eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs which our 
Saviour aſſures his diſciples is ſo contrary to the 
ſpirit of his goſpel, ** that unleſs their righteouſueſs 
© ſhould exceed” it, they cannot enter into the 1 
« Jom of beauen 


Our Lord confidered the proud and ſelf-righteous 
in the days of his fleſh as hypocrites, and as the 
greateſt enemies and obſtacles to the propagation 
of his religion. 1 tell you,” ſays he, that © even pub- 
* Jlicans and harlots fall enter into the kingdom of Heaven 
« before you f. It is an eſtabliſhed rule with me to 
regard thoſe whom you call enthuſiaſts as Chriſttans 
in ſpirit and in truth. If then the prayers of the 
| Phariſees and Formaliſts are not available for the 
_ reaſons above aſſigned, the bleſſing muſt belong to 
others ; and theſe, by whatever name they may be 
_ diſtinguiſhed upon earth, are the faithful worſhippers 
of God and the Lamb. I have little inclination to 
enlarge upon politics, but I muſt make this confeſ- 
fion, that I avow myſelf to be Mor than a well- 
wiſher to my King and country; and I can anſwer, 
* truſt, for the Zeal and affection of all who are 


* Matt, v. 20. f Matt. xxi. 31. 
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hands and followers of the bleſſed Jeſus among the 
religious characters whom I have the honour to 
know. There may be a few miſpuided people who may 
profeſs religion, and under their profeſſion conceal 
a licentious, turbulent and democratical ſpirit, but 
who are 1n fact as little acquainted with the ſprings 
and operations of ſound policy as I am of being juſ- 
tified. by any thing ſhort of the; . of 
Chriſt. | | 

Suffer me to aſk you, if all the ri which \ 


have ſpread themſelves through our fiſter kingdom 
have not very materially derived their origin from 


the introduction of infidel and atheiſtical principles? 


At leaſt the royaliſts, and thoſe who retain their at- 


tachment to the late eſtabliſhed religion, think ſo. 


Whatever may be your opinion, this is confeſſedly 


mine. I lament that infidelity is gaining ground 
upon us on the one hand, but 1 rejoice that 
the cauſe of Chriſt flouriſhes and abounds on the 
other. 

Archdeacon 3 eine to entertain a batter 


opinion of the enthuſiaſts than you do; he does not 


ſcruple to ſay that their mode of life in its form 
6 and habit is moſt like the primitive Chriſtians.” 
He reaſons, I ſuppoſe, by analogy, © After men be- 


„ came Chriſtians,” he tells us, „much of their 


time was ſpent in prayer and devotion, in religi- 
* ous meetings, in celebrating the Euchariſt, in con- 


e ferences, in exhortations, in preaching, in an affec- 


58 tionate intercourſe with one another, and corre- 
* ſpondence 


1 ſpondence with 1 1 * I this be the 5 


caſe with the modern enthuſiaſts, as in a great mea- 
ſure it is, the State can have little to fear from them; 
and, to ſpeak the truth, I cannot but conceive all 


you have ſaid againſt them as diſaffected to govern- 
ment aroſe from your diſaffection 0 their religious 
principles, to defend which they would not only 


ſuffer bonds, but, if neceſſity required, like the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, _ would die for the ſake of the 
Lord Jeſus, 85 f 


I am, Reverend — 
" Ta - humble Servant, 


. 
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* I do not ſay that this mode of life is without enjoyment, but 


I ſay that the enjoyment ſprings from ſincerity. A conſciouſneſs 


at the bottom of hollowneſs and fal ſehood, the fatigue and reftraint, 
would become inſupportable. I am apt to believe that very few 
hypocrites engage in theſe undertakings, or however perſiſt in 
5 them long. Ordinarily ſpeaking, nothing can overcome the in- 
dolence of mankind, the love which is natural to moſt tempers 
of chearful ſociety and chearful ſcenes, or the deſire which is 
| common to all, but conviction. | 


PA LEY'S Evidences, MY i. p. 21. 
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LETTER III. 


| Revanzny Sin, 5 


MUST again intrude on your patience by a 2 
continuation on the ſame ſubject. When TI reflect 
on the church of God eſtabliſhed in this part of the 
country, and conſider it as more than probable that 
even the minds of ſome of the faithful may be in a 
certain degree diſtreſſed and affected by your com- 
poſition, I cannot hold my tongue and keep ſilent. 
As for the ſort of perſons at large, you go on to 
tell us, who may be thought more eſpecially to be 
influenced by enthuſiaſm, we may chiefly preſume 
them to * be either ſuch as are under the dominion 
* of ſtrong conſtitutional paſſions, or ſuch as have 
ce weak and ſlender underſtandings. On the one 
& hand, they are oftentimes ſuch, as having in earlier 
« days perhaps gone far in the indulgence of youth- 
e ful levities or exceſſes, think it now high time to 
e ſtop in their career ; and with the ſame i impetuo- _ 
te fity, only changing the object, as they beforeſerved 
one maſter not a little, ſo now are reſolved to ſerve 
ec another maſter much.” Suffer me ts aſk you why 
che enthuſiaſts An mean the ren characters, ſhould | 
: be 


4 1 33 55 p 
be particularly deſcribed, as being ode the do- 
minion of ſtrong conſtitutional paſſions, or ſuch as 
poſſeſs weak and ſlender underſtandings? Do you 


conſider it as a proof of a weak and ſlender under- 


ſtanding to believe heartily the doctrines contained 

in the articles, homilies, and liturgy, of the church 
of England; and to expound or preach with life 
and energy the truths of the goſpel ſimply as they 
are revealed unto us? This may be your ſecret 


opinion; at any rate it would be extremely injudi- 


cious to make it public. It would be a very ill 
5 compliment to our reformers, and would afford but 
too ſtrong a reaſon for ſome to conclude that you 
love the church not for herſelf alone.“ Certainly, 
if you confider all thoſe as notorious for their weak 

and ſlender underſtandings, who differ from you 
by their attachment to the doctrines of the refor- 
mation, you muſt eſteem yourſelf a man of prodj-' 

| giouſſy Rong: FANG and of a e n 
| "Wot Re! 
News Sir, the che have not yet TR too 
the art of profeſſing and denying, believing and 
' diſbelieving the ſame thing at the ſame time. They 
have profeſſed to believe the doctrines of the refor - 
mation, and ſo have you; ſo did your Honourable 
and Reverend Predeceſſor. Both of you likewiſe 
ſolemnly ſubſcribed to teach and to preach. them. 
Mr. Cabos Ax did aflually. preach them in ſim- 
e and egen e 540 e . 
G 't "2099 ee 


* 


. 6} 34. 3 
ö his miniſtry. The. reaſon then bs obvious, = 
key have ſeceded; from your church. 


tion ſermon, you did it under a conviction that 
you ſhould be treated as a gentleman, and that he 


willz you received them with a volley of oppro- 


ed as enthuſiaſts; men of weak and: ſlender under 


am perſuaded, very little effect upon them. J, 


ce they will atſo-deſpiſe out. But when you intimate 


to pray in the church for divine influence; and then to teach and 
airs hy tat che whole doQrine.. © x; 


Mex s Chriſtian) Prin, page 117. 
+ A holy life is apt! to be 388 a ſcorn by carnal men. That 


they * were” ſtiled mopes, *and in our day enthuſiaſts, men of weak 


I make no doubt when you wrote an invitation. 
to one of the moſt reſpectable, amiable, and chriſtian 
characters of the oppoſite party to attend the viſita- 


would attend you himſelf, and ſecure to you: the | 
attendance of many of his friends. Your requeſt 
was complied: with, and you in the very houfe of 
God, returned evil for good, and hatred for good— 


bious terms and epithets; they were to be conſider- 


ſtandings, dangerous and prejudical to ſociety . In-: 
| deed, theſe ebullitions of reproach and abuſe had, 1 


|  ſaysourLord'to his diſciples, © hey have deſpiſed me," 


thay 1 who. TOE" 172 the church, may be 
| 8575 FS: Oe" 


3 * 1. never can "he. W with the 5 of an | honeſ | 
man, ſolemnly to ſubſcribe to the doctrines of grace, ſeriouſſy 


ſeriouſnefs in religion is counted mopiſhneſs and melancholy. 
When men detetmined not to pleaſe the fleſh as others do, then 


and 


* 


we F 
gh to ſoreds likewife from the ſtate, 4 1 
there are probably many among the enthufiaſts, 


who would be inclined to receive ſuch a ſuppoſi- 


tion with indignation, and be ready to ery out with 

FHazaelto the warning prophet, Is thy ſervant a dog 
that be ſhould do his? You thought very ratioti- 
ally; and you might well expect that they would 
3 have * 5 vey" CER and ae 15 


* 1 


and 8 8 To: take dis wieder Gul as a 
rule of conduct, and live upon the hopes of an unſeen, world, 
is by them that would accommodate , themſelves to Preſent inte- 


reſts counted madneſs, « Zegl i in a good cauſe is in tfelf a ; good 


* thing.” Gal, iv. 18. It is good to be zealouſty ee, ge 
in a good thing; but the world is wont to call good evil. 
Sold will not be ſerved in a cold and careleſs way EAN this 


| will not ſuit with that lazy and dull pace which is es temper 
and moderation in the world. 


* 513 


| OM Fervor of devotion, and 3 mins wich God in 


humble prayer, is called impeſture and enthuſraſm. The World is 
unacqueinted with che elevation and enlargements of the Spirit, 


and think all to be ;mpe/tare and entbyfraſm; that goes beyond their 
ſtandard. Serious ſpeaking of God, and heavenly things, is, in 


the phraſe of the world, canting. Thus do poor creatures, drunk 
with the deluſions of the fleſh, judge of the holy things of God. 
The nominal Chriſtian approves of religion i in the form, büt hates 
it iti the power. A picture of Chriſt that is drawn by à painter, 


many will like; bat Chriſt, formed in their hearts the hope of glory, 


they ſcorn and ſeoff at, and call it entbuſſaſfie. Should a wiſe man 


be troubled, becauſe madmen rail at him? If. they glory ; in! their 

ſhame, or a patched-up religion of their own invention, we muſt 
Hot be aſhamed of's our glory, for eve glory in the croſs.of Chrit. 
| | Dr. MaxTON on the yo P/alm. 
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as they havenat, been backward upon n. any 3 


to aſſiſt the ſtate, and have endeavoured to prove 


Per >a their, king and country by a 


chearful acquieſcence in the demands of the ſtate, 
they rather liſtened to you as to a tale that is told. 
You ſhot out your arrows, even bitter words; but 
en thoſe arrows, pointed as they were by calumny 


ce and malevolence, like the feeble dart of old 
„ Priam, fell down blunted and impotent.“ 
Vou might think, perhaps, your arguments were 


ſufficiently eogent and powerful to bring them all 
"back. to your ſtandard ; but you will recollect, that | 


| "while; ſome take up their ſentiments of theology 


from men who. never were taught of. God them- 


ſelves, and conſequently make up a ſeheme of di- 


vinity of their own, theſe have taken care to ob. 
rain , 2beirs from the written word of God; and 


4 having been taught the truth as it is in Jeſus, 


they are not to be carried away With the cunning 


; e eſs whereby fome men lie in wait to deceive *, 


But you deem lit neceſfary to deſcribe the TO 
raters moſt likely. to fall i into enthuſiaſm) and theſe 
ars cher, * who having in carlier days, perhaps, 


gone far. in che indulgence of youthful levities, 


. Or exceſſes, think it now high time to ſtop in 
their career, and with the ſame impetuoſity, only 


ee! changing the object, as they before ſerved one maſ- 5 


A 1 


64 c 1 A little, ſo. now they are : reſolved to ſerve | 


Werren ee | 
wy © N e another 


*. 


; 94 
| 84 | / 
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& another maſter much.” To this I may ſafely, an- 

|  ſwer, that very frequently the objects of mercy are 

_ ſome of the vileſt, and moſt. notorious for their ſinful 

and profligate lives and converſations, and this may 
be directly proved from the word of God; other- 

| wiſe a Manaſſeh, a Magdalen, a thief, and many 


others, would zever have obtained mercy 5 

ls it not natural for thoſe who are conſcious, that | 
much has been forgiven them cc to love much "i 
No wonder. then, that having ſerved one, a bad 
6 maſter” not a little, they now ſerve another and 


« a good maſter much ;” however, F well know 


ſome enthuſiaſls (as you call them), ſome: eminent 
believers in Chriſt,, who were. remarkable for a 


moral and. virtuous deportment from their youth 


up, even until the day in which they firſt grey dif 
ſatisfied with the mere external forms and ceremo- 
nies of religion; when, like the enthuſiaſt St. Paul, 
they found it abſolutely neceſſary, for the ſalvation 


of their ſouls, to be born again by the Spirit of God, 


and to be led as the e of en! and Satan, * 


„The 3 of wy Lordi is che Bo now as it was then, and the 


' ſpiritual operation of his grace muſt diſplay itſelf now in the 
converſion of zetorious finners, as much as it did formerly, There 


are very many living witneſſes to this ruth, who may be addreſſed 
by their ſpiritual paſtors and teachers in the ſame language which 


St. Paul uſed to his Corinthian converts; And ſuch were ſome 


* of you: but ye are waſhtd, but qe are ſanfified, but ye are juf 


Ba mw in the name e e and 9 the Spirit of our. God.“ 


5 PR 1 Cor. vi, 11. 


K 0 3 | receive 
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e merey and deliverance wr à once cruci- 
| fied, but now exalted Saviour and Redeemer. 
"While unconverted they, no doubt, boaſted of their 

blameleſs life, and prided themſelves in their fan- 
cied good works, and eſteemed themſelves the fa- 
vourites of Heaven, becauſe they were moral ; but 
when the commandment came home to their 


hearts by the operation of the Spirit of God, six, 
which was hid from them before, and laid, as it 
were, dormant, RE VIVE D; and they died as to 


dependance on any moral performance of their 
' own for juſtification before God, and now are re- 
joicing in thee, O God, their Saviour, as their pro- 


phet to teach them, as a prieſt who haſt atoned 
for them, and as 4 king to governb and direct 
them through this world, to N ee Joys 6 we | 
that blefſed ſtate | in which * 


— The 1 mm 4 * thei impure , 
5 £ Far ſeparate, circling thy holy mount. 
4 Unfeigned halleluj as to thee ſing, 15 5 
1 Hymns of high praife. LEES, Can V2 
| MiyToON, oe book vi, Nest. 


Ia am, Reverend > gk 

| Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
2 oy x. 
1 5 LETTER 


"LETTER W. 


REVEREND Sin, 


1 5 , | | | : 5 5 . : | | | ; 
Ierxczlvn, as you go on in explaining the cha. 
racters of enthufiafts, it is your decided opinion, that 


© they are oftentimes ſuch as not truſting to the 


 « guidance of their own reaſon, are eaſily led away 
by others more deſigning,” If, however, you 
mean to charge thoſe with enthuſiaſin, who do not 
truſt to the guidance of their own reaſon in matters 
of religion, I muſt be allowed to differ from you, 


and at the ſame time to avow my ſentiments very 


plainly upon this ſubject. Would it not be the 


higheſt mark of enthufiaſm, and a ſtill ſtronger one 


of folly, for fallen creatures to truſt to their own cor- 
rupt reaſon as a ſufficient guide to direct them in 
their ſearch after truth ? Surely it muſt be ſo, 2 
when the word of God :declares, ** that it is the. 


« office of the Holy Spirit to lead chriſtians inte 
* al] truth*.” The learned and pious archbiſhop 


= TS Scriptures themſelves attribute the corruption of religion, 6 
and even the total loſs of divine knowledge, to the r/aſonings of 
men upon it: when they regard the outwward, and neglect or 
deſpiſe the inward teftimony. There is no truth more clearly 

aſſerted in ſcripture, than that the things of God are not Ago” ; 
Th but by the Tpirit of Ged. | 


Knox's. Chri gie, Philoſoply. 
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Usnzr has lates, that the Holy Spirit 1 that | 


e power of God which. worketh in the hearts of 


* men things which aatural reaſor is not able to at- 


* tain” to: upon this principle it is very eaſy to ac- 


count for the ſpread of hereſy and infidelity; or, 


in other words, for the increaſe of thoſe who deny 
one half of the goſpel, and explain away the other. 
When natural men, ſinful as they are, © from the 
<< ſole of the foot even unto the head *,” take cor 
rupt reaſon as their guide, inſtead of 1 bend - 
ing to revelation, what may we preſume will be 


the conſequence ? St. Paul aſſures us, that ** the 


© carnal mind is at enmity againſt God i;“ that 


4 the natural man receiveth not the things of the 


« Spirit of God, for they are ſooliſhneſs unto bim, 
< neither can he know them, . ey. We. 


4 ſpiritually diſcerned +.” 


' Reaſon, mere human reaſon, ind the vitdom 55 this 
world, powerfully oppoſe themſelves to vital 
and experimental religion; though the promiſe | 


ſtandeth ſure, that they ſhall never prevail againſt 
it. Our rational powers can never diſplay them- 
felves with utility and ſafety in the cauſe of real 
_ evangelical truth, until they are regulated by di- 


C aebi „ + Ren. vill. 7. 
tA man may as ſoon read the letter of the ſcriptures withoat 
eyes, as underſtand che myſteries of the goſpel without grace. 


_ Biſhop 9 


| vine 


15 4¹ ** 


vine nde until the energetic power of the Spirit f 
: has brought the very thoughts of the underſtanding, 


and the intents of the heart, under ſubjection to 


the obedience. of Chriſt. Reaſon. then, and then _ 


only, fixes herſelf on right objects, and is capable 


of determining on religious matters, conformably | 
to the word of God *. I know the faſhionable doc- 


ttine of the day is, that reaſon and human learning 


are quite ſufficient to guide a man to heaven; 


this, however, cannot be proved from ſcripture. 


Let the learned rationaliſts continue to wander in 


labyrinths of error: let them, if they pleaſe, go 


on © to hew out to themſelves ciſterns, broken 
ce ciſterns which can hold no water +”— But may 
1 ever bleſs and praiſe that holy Spirit who will 
never fail to enlighten the minds, and lead into the 
happy paths of ſolid joy, and ſubſtantial - peace, 
thoſe who are the ſubjedts of his divine and effec- 8 


tual operation. 
The votaries of enthuſi 9 85 you tel us, are in- 


 fluenced by e the love of novelty, and a love of 


5 power.” This e of enthufi ny is common to 


6 5 Fa 


* Reaſon, all 6 ſhe has been 2 by the boeh de 0 God, 
| knows nothing of the /piritual life, and the food — N 
from Heaven for its ſuſtenance. 


mw HoksLs Y' $ 1 2 855 Charge i in the Deg f &. Davis. 


„ 110 + Jeremiah 1 ii 13. 
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7 (42 5 
at mank ind v, becauſe faſhion on the one hand, 
and the anxiety for riſing in life on the other, is % 
more or leſs peculiar to all. But you add, that ſome 
of the entbufiafts © are not willing to reſt fatisfied 
e with their ſtation in ſociety, unleſs they can obtain 
* more notice, more diſtinction, and that they — | 
to derive importance to themſelves by fingularity _ 
ce of conduct, by avowedly deviating from what - 
et ever has been long fixed or eſtabliſned; and alſo 
e that others having itching ears, are ever wanting 
< to hear ſome new thing, and are fond of heaping 
c to themſelves teachers.” —You ſeem, if I miſtake . 
not, to lay this charge more particularly to the ac- 
count of thoſe who have ſeceded from your miniſ- 
try. As to their being fond of notice, and diſtine- 
tion, if you mean the notice and diſtinction of the 
world, it is a diſpoſition, generally ſpeaking, not 
laid to their charge, at leaſt it may be affirmed of 
the humble followers of the meek and lowly Jeſus, 
that if they did ſeek after that notice and diſtinction, 
they are, of all others, moſt unlikely to meet with 


# «« You need not go to a cloiſter, the cell of a monk, or to a 
, field-preacher to ſce enthuſiaſts ; they are every where: at 
Balls, at maſquerades, at court, and at the exchange ; they ſit in 
4 all coffee-houjes, and cant in all Mmblies. — What greater en- | 
thufiaſts than infidels, who write, voluminous works, .merely to 
diſplay their abilities in deſtroying ſyſtems which at the fame 
time 4 acknowledge to be beneficial? 
7 = Key s Chriſtian Philsſo 555. page . 
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it; if aig defire to derive importance to 4 | 
| ſelves by ſingularity of conduct, by avowedly'devi- 


_ ating from whatever has been long fixed and eſ- 


tabliſhed, it is, Sir, in my opinion, much to their 
credit; becauſe it plainly ſhews that they particu- 
larly diſapprove of running with the giddy multi- 


tude, who tread the beaten track of diſſi pation and . 


vice, but are determined in the ſtrength of the 
Lord of Hofts, to ſhew a ſingularity of conduct, by 
ſeparating from thoſe who being proud in their 
own eyes, and righteous in their own conceit, and 
who having their hearts fixed wholly on the things 
of time and ſenſe, are particularly ſolicitous to 
attract notice on the one hand, and gain diſtinction 


on the other. As to their having itching ears, this is 


a charge I ſhall attempt to controvert in Ano» - 


ther letter; and as to their wanting ſore * new 


66 thing.“ I will venture to affirm, they only want- | 


ed a continuance of the ſame thing, the good old 


\ 


doctrines they had been accuſtomed to bear; the 


of the new covenant. And are they not juſtified in 
chooſing this good old way, 1n preference to any 


new one? Are they not to be commended for their 


attachment to theſe good old doctrines? Surely 
they are; for thus ſaith the Lord, Stand ye in the 


Fs 9 85 and Jer and aſk for aſs old paths, where is the 7 
| 6 : | | | 6 . 4 | 


.  dodtrines of the reformation, the doctrines of the 
Prophets and apoſtles, and of Jeſus, the mediator | 


4 | 
46 -godi way, 5 wall there, and meg ro 15 | 
« Ou fouls s.. 


1 th, Reverend Sir, 


Pye 
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Four moſt obedient tumble Servant, : h : 
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j * LH am a furpriſcd, that 5 in «this 3 a2e, e are 5 
blind as to affirm, that the do&rines of the goſpel are new doctrines, 265 

and that thoſe which Moral; ſes hold out are the original ; bot not- 
withſtanding the dofrines of the 2oſpe] are now charged with en- 
 thuſiaſm and Fanaticiſin: yet at the reformation, in the times of 
queen Elizabeth, and James I. there were no other docttines ge- 
nerally heard and approved of; but the ſpirit of i innovation crept 
in afterwards, and in a great meaſure ſupplanted the goſpel. of 
Cbriſt in the church. But it is remarkable that no operations of 
Gop's no Sy1R1T, no god ebe have appeared to attend the 
new mode of preaching, while that which I ſeriouſly apprehend to 
be the true goſpel of Chriſt," is mighty indeed 7» | operation, and 
teſtifies by its brneficial conſequences, that its author is divine. 
This is the ſtrongeſt proof, that the moral preaching. is a novel 
ſtem of theology ; for as we can only know a good tree by its 
fruit, ſo we can only know true religion by the effects it has on 
the hearts and lives of men; and if the effects are the ſame as 
they were in the apoſtles days as to the common operations of the 
Spirit, it muſt be concluded that this 1 18 the Seel of Chriſt, and 
not the other. 
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& what is frange, formidable, and alarming but be- 
| cauſe the things which are very familiar to them 
are very Arange, formidable, and alarming to you, 
and to many of your reverend brethren ; or becauſe 


the truths they | love to hear appear confuſed and 


unintelligible, and their conduct and language 


'F weak and ent huſiaſtic to thoſe who are of the con- 


trary part, does it follow that they know. not what : 


they do, or in whom they have believed ? This 
cannot, be a fair conclufi ion, any more than it would 


be to take it for granted, that becauſe Feſtus ex- 


claimed with a loud voice before the great apoſtle 


of the Gentiles, Paul, thou art befide thyſelf e, that 


| this faithful and eloquent preacher of righteouſneſs, 


of temperance, and judgment to come, was abſo- 


lutely mad ; or that becauſe he confeſſed, that after 


the way which his perſecutors called hereſy +, ſo 
worſhipped he che Lord God of his fathers, that he ; 


was conſequently and indiſputably an heretic. 


* Ads , wing F 4 XXIV, 14. 


| ER characteriſtie of ay bags you . 
ſeem to inſinuate is, that they love to be told 
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re, 


The Auron or PyRoLOGY, lately a a notorious. 
infidel, in a ſhort treatiſe he has lately publiſhed on 
Chriſtianity, and which is principally calculated for 
the correction of the errors contained in the above 
work, errors of ſuch magnitude that he concludes 
his firſt chapter with fervent thanks to Jeſus 

« Chriſt, that in his mercy he hath extended to 
a him, a blaſphemer of his holy name, the benefit 
ay of his pathetic addreſs to his Father on behalf of 
60 his murderers— Father, forgive them, for they 
0 know not what they do * + affures his readers, 
e that while yet an unconverted man, | the conduct 
« and language of ſuch as were real followers of 

| « Jeſus, for with fuch he bad che happineſs of 

ec being acquainted, appeared to him confuſed and 
ce unintelligible, weak, and enthuft aſti "wk This is 
one proof, and, a recent and particular one, that it 
isr more than poſſible. to call good evil, and evil 
good; and we ſhould be careful how we affix raſh 
and impertinent epithets on characters whom we 
ſee only through the obſcure medium of prejudice 
at one time, or becauſe we cannot exactly account 
for that difference of religious ſentiment which dis- 
tinguilbes them from ourſelves at another. Many, 
very many, * being paſſed from death unto life,” 
have on this, account, like the Pſalmiſt, waſhed 
& their couch with their tears,” ox like the repentant 
Peter, when they have“ thought thereon have 
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ac 3%, Duke aalih 244.5 meas hs 
9 5 * > ; 4 o ; . | ro wept 


| Cm ) 
s cc wept "ROO * ec but they n mercy: be- 


( cauſe they did it ignorantly in unbelief. 


Strictly ſpeaking, can a reaſon be aſſigned why 
the things which appear ſtrange and unintelligible 
to thoſe who are total ſtrangers to them, may not 
be familiar to others Who are acquainted with 
them? In truth, the religion of Jeſus was always 
frrange * to an unconverted man, however his mind 
might have been cultivated and improved. Though 
he © might ſpeak with the tongues of men and of 
« angels, and had not charity , Chriſtian charity, 
« the love of God in the heart, he would become 
« as a ſounding, braſs or a tinkling eymbal: add 
to this, * though he beſtowed all his geods to feed 
te the poor, and gave his body to be burned, and 
« had not,” this one principle of, divine love, it 
“would profit him nothing. But, perhaps, you 
mean by their partiality for things formidable, that 
they love to be told, in the ſtrongeſt point of view, 
the nature of ſin, in order that they may be more 
aſhamed of it, and abhor themſelves as ſinners, and 
under a ſenſe of guilt fly for refuge to the one 
hope ſet before them in the gofpel. If this be your 
meaning, it is much to be regretted, that congre- 
gations in general do not love formidable things 
more than they do — but they, alas ! who are ſatis - 
fied" with themſelves without a'renewal of heart 
and life, would much rather hear the OT, 5 


* Hoſea viii. 12. 4s xvii. 20. 1 Cor. ziii. 1. 4. 
0 | Pongued 


a.» 


longued moral u harangue on the beauties * vit- 
tue, and feed their pride by extolling human me- 
rit, and making them copar tners with ' Chriſt in the 
work of ſalvation, ” rather than the awful and for- 
midable doctrine of the fall of man, whereby the 
guilty race of a fallen parent is totilly ruined, and 
will-be for ever loſt to God, and the happineſs: ge: 
an eternal world, unleſs divine grace ſhould re- 
generate the heart, and produce this conviction, 
& that, whereas I was blind, now I ſee f. — That 
«old things are paſſed away, ROD behold ul things ure 
ce become new . 
As t6 their love of PEN e ene if r 
have been convinced of the dreadful conſequences 
ol ſin, their conſciences muſt have been previouſſy 
alarmed; and it is but reaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
they gladly approve in this ſenſe” of things alarm- 
ing, though at the ſame time they would wiſh' to 
bear the word of God wiſely divided, ſo that the 
believer may have the comforts. and encourage- 
ments of the goſpel, as well as the unawakened 
inner his portion of alarm. It is the opinion of 
many, „that as the world grows older it becomes 
<betterz” bur let the natural man ſay what he will 
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| * Where hell is not mentioned to ears polite, where the ear 
is pleaſed and the heart untouched, it ſeems to be like Proting 
the ee 15 people with feathers dipt in oil. Eo: 
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to the contrary, "univerſal experience. -aFords che 
cleareſt evidence, that it is as neceſſary now as it 
was in the times of the prophet Joel, „“ zo blow 
4 zhe trumpet in Zion, and to ſound an alartn in "oy 
& holy mountain, and for all the inhabitants of the 
cc Jand to tremble *,” —<* for " iniquity | truly abounds 
6 in this our an, and the love of many waretb 
„„ 

It would be well, Sir, if y your e was not 
true, that too many wander away into the be- 
„ wildering labyrinths of error and miſtake, and 


* forſake the way of holineſs Nat but here lies the 


misfortune, when people are continually hearing 
from week to week and from year to year errone- 


ous doctrines delivered from the pulpit, and thoſe 


muſt be erroneous which have no rendency to con- 


vert the heart or to reform the manners of men; 3 


they are apt from the infrequency of evangelical 


preaching to regard the doctrines of the croſs as 


ſtrange and novel, nay even as fooliſhneſs; and 
thus having learned the firſt rudiments of the goſ- 


pel of Chriſt imperfefly, ſo far from being able 


to bear ſtrong: meat—they refuſe even the ſincere 


milk of the word F. The way of the Lord is evil 
ſpoken of by them, and his miniſters who know 
the truth, and are Bold to ſpeak “ that they do 


"908 . 3”, are entirely miſtaken and ee | 
- 16 


1 


| ®* Jellii $6, | + Matthew x xiv. 12, , 
| 2 1 Peter ii. 2. Jabs iii. 11. 


I: | \ | ſented, 
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2" ROY and both they and the ſpiric which i is in | 
them, like their bleſſed Maſter, deſpiſed. and re. | 
"Re, vilified and inſulted * RE tg 


* 


1 am, i Reverend Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


e 7. W. 


LETTER VI. 
Y ren Sm, 1 5 


Seer you have: made a large 8 from 
Archdeacon Paley, on the Doctrine of Elecion and 
Predeſtination; I preſume, you entirely approve 
the ſentiments he has advanced on that ſubject, 
and that you do not heſitate to adopt them as 
your own, eee fince vou have uſed his 


4 F: 


. true Chriſtians, with as 3 firive in 
al things to recommend 8 profeſſion, and to put to ſilence 


| the vain ſcoffs of i gnorant objectors. Let them boldly aſſert the : 


cauſe of Ca sr, in an age, when ſo many who bear we name 


of Chriſtians are aſhamed of Him. | 
WiLBE RFOKCE's Pragical N f Clrifianity e. w. p. 486. 
1 „„ words, 


«29305 | OY 


ä „ ; | 
woe” «; as 115 ſuperior to your owa, and as more 
« eſpecially a juſtification of yourſelf,” af 


This doctrine, you will agree with me, is 1 
too deep for human reaſon, even when aſſiſted by 
divine grace, thoroughly to fathom and explain; 
Kill, however, I am ſorry to differ, yet differ I 
muſt, even from ſo celebrated an Archdeacon . 
Dottor Paley; and I ſhall the more freely Rate that 


A 
5.48 


difference, becauſe I may be juſtified in giving 


my ſentiments on this abſtruſe point of theology 
as well as the Reverend Doctor or yourſelf, 


My firm belief i is, that God from all eternity 
predeſtinated and elefied s0ms of the human race to 
honour and endleſs happineſs with him: i in heaven; 


and the reſt he has left, and will continue to leave to 


the hardneſs of their own hearts, without the ſoft= | 


ening influences of his grace : : He will have mercy 


en whom he will have mercy, and wwhom he 2vill be " 
hardeneth*. This is the language of Holy Writ. 
But f in order to aſcertain my: election, I muſt firſt 
prove that I am effezally called out of darkneſs in- 


to the marvellous. light of the goſpel; ſo that, | 


through an efficacious ſupernatural. call by the 


Holy Ghoſt, termed regeneration, I might mani- 


feſt to the world that Iam one whom the 9 


has adopted into his family. Thus far, I think, 
we have che warrant of ſcriprure, and farther than 


; 2 51 5 * - . 
98 Rig "a. LJ, X11, 39, 40. 
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we have this warrant, I apprehend, we have no 
right to pry into the decrees of God. I preſume 
not to enter the field of theological controverſy, or 
dare I attempt to unravel myſteries that lie hidden 
in the ſecret purpoſe of God ; but in order to 
ſhew you that my opinion on this doctrine, ſtrange 
as it may appear to you, is the ſame with many 
very eminent men, who were remarkable for their 
piety and learning, and who being dead, yet 
ſpeak, I ſhall beg leave to quote ſeveral on this 
ſubject before us; but firſt of all, I would refer you 
to the 17th Article of the church of England, and 
then bring forward the different extracts which 1 
have ſelected for the purpoſe, the firſt of which is 
from Bis Ho Hor kIxSs.—He tells us, That 
there is an abſolute elechion to ſalvation, whereby - 
God without reſpect of works, hath choſen sor 
e to ſalvation ; but there is no election to ſalvation 
© abſolute, whereby God hath choſen any to ſalva- | 
ce tion without works.” God hath choſen us to ſalvation 
1 through fanfification of the 2 8 and belief of he 5 
e - 
Lord Bacon, i in his Confeſſion of Faith, has theſe _ 
words ; wa that God choſe, according to_his good 
6 pleaſure, man to be that creature to whoſe nature 
e the perſon of the Eternal Son ſhould be uni- 
6. n and e the e men ellbed a 


* 277% i, „ 


& ſmall 


ts 


nt i ſmall flock; © in whom, by the participation. of 


e himſelf, he purpoſed to expreſs the riches of his 
68  glory—having no other end but as the ways 
* and ambages of God to be farther glorified in 
4 his ſaints, who are one with their head the Me- 


e diator, who is one with God. —1 would next 
call your attention to the very learned and excellent 
Henuan Wirsius, who informs us, in his CEco- 
nomy. of the Covenants, that election is the 


| | © eternal, free, and immutable counſel of God in 
4 revealing the glory of his grace, in the eternal 
4 ſal vation of some certain perſons.” —Anxcn- 


- BISHOP Usnkn, in his Body of Divinity, tells us, 


JM that election is the everlaſting predeſtination or 


5 40 fore · appointing of certain angels and men unto 
«© everlaſting life and bleſſedneſs, for the praiſe of bis 


Co glorious grace and goodneſs,” 1 Tim. v. 21.— 
" John xv. 16.— Rom. ix. 22, 23.—Eph. i. 4, 5, 63 


© and that there i is no caule, reaſon, or inducement - 


of election in the elefied *, as it is wholly of free 
grace, without reſpect of any goodneſs that 
45 God foreſaw in us, for otherwiſe, man ſhould 
ec have whereof he might glory in and of himſelf, as 
15 having diſcerned himſelf from others, and God 
6 ſhould not be the cauſe of all good, nor ſhould 
& his counſel be incomprehenfible. That the 
cc tokens of our electian are a true faith and a god- 

6 fi yl life; and that the uſe of our election Is, that it is 


* * Tim, i i. 9. Ren. ix. 16.—Pbil. ii. 13.—Eph, i. 9. 
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1 great comfort that our ſelvation tandeth Y 
40 by God's eternal decree, that cannot be changed, 
: C and not in ourſelves, that daily might loſe it.“ 
The next authority is that of ARCHBISHOP Laicn- 
| TON. e s foreknowledge of God, ” ſays he, is no 
other but that eternal love of God, or decree of 
45 eleflion by which SOME are appointed unto life, 
46 and being foreknown or elected to that end, they : 
4 are predeftinated * to the way to it. This fore- 
46 e knowledge, he ſays, is God's eternal and un- 
| « changeable love; and that thus he chooſeth SOMB 
« and rejecteth others, is for that great end, to ma- 
„ nifeſt and magnify his mercy and juſtice,” — 
Bisnor LATIMER tells us, “ that the proof of our 
ce being of the left, and having our name in the | 
* book of life, may be diſcovered by three ſpecial | 
e notes, viz: A feeling ſenſe of ſin, faith in Chriſt, 
e and amendment of life,” —Mr. Leon, in ' his 
Body of Divinity, declares, ce that all men in the 
&* counſel of God are either elef or reprobate. — EN 
ſhop JZwEL E, in his incomparable Commentary wm: 
II. Theſſ. thus expreſſes himſelf: God hath choſen 
you (ſpeaking of the elect in Chriſt Jeſus) from | 
** the beginning. Your eleftion is ſure for 
ever. The Lord knoweth who are his. You 
: W ſhall not be deceived with the power and ſub- 
e tity of Antichriſt, You ſhall not fall from 
„grace. You ſhall not n | T his is the com- 
CEC * | ; 40 * for 7 
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| 18 55 3 1 3 
-* . TY deck $i the faichful whe they 
ce behold the fall of the wicked. When they ſee 
| « them forſake the paths of truth, and delight in a- 
« 6c bles. When we ſee theſe things i in others, we muſt | 
E Go ſay, alas they are examples for me, and they are 
7 lamentable examples. Let him that ſtandeth, take 
ec heed that he fall not. But God hath loved me, 
and hath choſen me to ſalyation. RP 
His mercy ſhall go before me, and his mercy 
_ © ſhall follow me. His mercy ſhall guide my feet, 
6 and ſtay me from falling. If I ſtay by myſelf, 
4 1 ſtay by nothing, I muſt needs come to the 
ce ground, &c. If all the world be ſet on fire with 
600 the flame of wickedneſs, yet will I creep into the 
4 boſom of the protection of my Lord, ſo ſhall no 
4 flame hurt me. He hath loved me, he hath choſen 
me, he will keep me; neither the example, nor 
ce company of others, nor the enticing of the devil, 
C nor mine own ſenſual imaginations, nor ſword, nor 
*« fire, is able to ſeparate 1 me from the love of God, 
e which is in Chrift Jeſus our Lord: this is the 
ä comfort of the faithful. Again, God hath loved 
you, and hath given his Son for you, he hath 
85 * choſen you, and prepared you to ſalvation; and 
« hath written your names in the Book of Life.“ 
But how may we know that God bath choſen us? 
IE how may we ſee this election, or how may wwe fee! 
« it? The W faith, through ſanctification 
| "IF a N ce and 


* 


| x 4 56 * . 
c and belief of che truth. 9 Theſe are tokens of . 
* God's election Pl N 

And in a quarto edition of the old. Bible, 
dated 1578, there are queſtions and anſwers very 
ſtrong »pon this point, which were then bound up 
with the word of God, and which I have inſerted 
for the fake of thoſe who _ not have ſeen them > 
VIZ. 

Queſtion. Why do men fo monk vary in 'mat= 
ters of religion „„ 

Aiſewer. Becauſe all have not the like meaſure 5 
of * Pen ae all believe the goſpel of 
Chrift. 
be What i is the reaſon thereof? | 

_ Anſwer. Becauſe they only believe the goſpel 1 
and doctrine of Chriſt which are e ordained to _—_ 


nal life. 


Queſtion. "0" not al ordained unto FIR! 
life? | 
| | Anſwer. Some are veſſels of wrath, ordained un- 
to deſtruction, as others are Yes of 18584 pre- 
5 0 to glory. 
Queſtion, How ftandeth it with God's s juſtice, 
that ſome are appointed unto condemnation ? 
Anſwer, Very well ; becauſe all men have in 
themſelves fin, which deſerveth no leſs : and, there- 


fore, the mercy of God is wonderful, in that he | 


vouchſafeth to ſave ſome of that ſinful race, and to 
8 bring them to the . of the truth, 


5 Queſtion, 


K 


Queſtion, If God's ordinance and determination _ 
| 1 of neceſlity take effect, then what need any man 
to care? for he that liveth well, muſt needs be damn- 
ed, if he be thereunto ordained, and he that liveth 
ill, muſt needs be ſaved, if he be thereunto 4 
pointed! ! | Ps NNN 
_ » Anſwer, Not ſo: 75 it is not 1 chew | 
either the eleci ſhould always be without care to do 
well, or that the reprobate ſhould have any will 
thereunto. For to have either good will or. good | 
work, 1s a teſtimony of the Spirit of God, which is 
given to the ele only; whereby faith is ſo wrought in 
them, that being grafted into Chriſt, they grow in 
holineſs to that glory whereunto they are appoint- | 
ed. Neither are they ſo vain as once to think that 
they may do as they liſt themſelves, becauſe they > 
are predeſtinate unto falyation : but rather they 
endeavour to walk in ſuch good works as God in 


_ Chriſt Jeſus hath ordained unto them, and pre- Ny 


| pared for them to be occupied in, to their own 
| comfort, ſtay, and aſſurance, and to his glory. 
" Queſtion. But how ſhall I «now myſelf to be 
one of thoſe whom God hath ordained to life 
pane ? | 
Anſwwer. By che motions of foiriewal life, which 
belongeth only to the children of God: by the 
which that life is perceived, even as the life of this 
body is diſcerned by the ſenſe and motions thereof. 
Dueftion. What mean yay by the motions of 
5 ſpiritual life ? 
Arfower, 


8 


” —— 


— 


—— 


CY 
ery 
| — —__— 3 
— 5 


l 
q 
1 
Un i 
N 1 
£ 1 
1 4 
4 
1 
N | 
f l 
I [ 
ny 
iz? 
1 
f : 
. 
"A 
6 
iy; 
4 1 
} 
E * he 
* v 
wo 1 
id * 2 
1 
11 
4 ; F 
+! 
N 
*. of 
z 
g T 
1s 4 
| 
1 
% 
it 
"ft 
U 


— — CS 
- 


. 
OA #4 
ER? 8 : 
by - nn ED _ 
—_—_ —— =_ 
= = N wy > I 
= _ " i Poo] © 
— e - ̃ . I ro ere no — 
— — — 
* 


I 36 5 
e Tg 1 mean remorſe of conſcience, joined 
a ich the loathing of fin, and love of righteouſneſs : | 
the hand of faith reaching unto life eternal in Chriſt; 
he conſcience comforted in diſtreſs, and raiſed ” 
to confidence in God by the work of his Spirit ; 5 
thankful remembrance of God's benefits 9 5 
and the uſing of all adverſities as occaſions of 
amendment ſent from Gd. 8 | 
"Qneftion. Cannot ſuch periſh as at ſome time or 
"one feel theſe motions within themſelves ? 
 Anfwer. It is not poſſible they ſhould ; for as 
God's purpoſe is not changeable, ſo he repenteth 
Tot of the gifts and graces of his adoption ; neither 
doth he caſt off thoſe whom he hath once received. 
I could bring forward a great many more very | 
valuable quotations from other very eminent men, 
to convince you that the doctrine of Predęſtination 
and Election has been the conſtant and uniform be- | 
lief of by far the greateſt part, if not all, of our 
firſt reformers ; but thoſe which I have collected | 
ſhall ſuffce: only I would wiſh to refer you at 
your leiſure to the following ſcriptural authorities, 
which are generally conſidered as incontrovertible 
and deciſive upon this ſubject 25 
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'# Matthew, xi. 255 26. "Mw viii. 29, 30. | Rom. ix. 22, 23. 
Rem. Xi. 5. J. Eb. i. 4, 5, 6. 2 Tin. i. 9. Titus, i. 1, 2: 
+ Matthew, xx. 23. Deut. vii. 6 — 8. xiv. 2. 1 Sam. Xii. 22. 
Jer. i. 5. Jer. xxxi. 3. Hoſea, xiv, 4. Matt. xi. 25, 26. Luke, x. 
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oY ain, . And has affirmed-for you 
; in the following words, „that the converſion of a 
6 grown perſon from Heatheniſm to Chriſtianity, is 
KW generally what is intended in the Epiſtles,” But 
as long as I have the moſt indiſputable biſtorical 
| perſuaſion, chat Saul the Phariſee was not a Heathen, | 
it will be impoſſible for me to give my aſſent and 
conſent to this i ingenious method of ſoftening down 
a doctrine bard to be underſtood. Yet, he ſtood in 
need of regenerating grace or converſion, asmuch as 
any heathen whatever; which may eaſily be proved 
by the apoſtle's own account of his converfion ®, 
. | 5 No "0 
| 21. Mate. xx. 1 Als 23, Mark, x. 40. Mark, xili. 20. 
Jon, vi. 37, 39, 64,65. Jobn, x. 16, 26, 27, John, xii. 3741 · 
Juobn, xi. 18. John, xv. 16, 19+ John, xvii. 2, 6, 9- As, ii. 
39, 47. Ads, ix. 1—6, 15, 16. Ads, xxii. 14. At, xiii. 48. 
At, xv. 14. Acts, xviii. 1. 9. 10. Rom. viii. 28 — 30. 33. 
Rom. ix. 1017, 19, 4 Ma acbi, i. 2, 3+ 1/ai, xlv. 9, 10. Rom, 
xi. 2—4, 8. 29. 30. 33» 34. 30+ 1 Kings xix. 18. 1 Cor. i. g 
26, 31. James ii. 5. 2 Cor. iv. 3. 4. Epb. i. 37. 9. 11. chap, 
- His 1 T. i. 4.5. 1 Cor. i. 18, 24. 1Thef.,v.g, 2 The. ii. 
13, 14. 2 Tim. i. 8— 10. Rom. i. 6. 2 Tim, ii. 10. 18, 19. 
1 Per. i. 1, 2. 1 Pet. ii. 8—10. 1 Fohn, ii. 19. 1 John, iv. 19. 
Rev, xiii. 8, chap. xvii, 18. Rev. xvii, 8. Rev, xx. 1 5. Rev, 
xxi. 27. 0 ö 


Ad, xxvi. „ 
Regeneration is not a mete converſion from one creed or ſect to 
another; or even from Atheiſm, Judaiſm, Heatheniſm, Infidelity, 
or Idolatry, to Chriſtianity. A man might paſs through changes 
of this kind, till he had tried all the modes of religion that have 
been known on earth; and yet be at laſt excluded as unregenerate 


(% 
And Nicodemus, another Phariſee, and not a 
- Heathen, was convinced by our Lord, that except 
, man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot 
t enter the kingdom of God *,” A man may be ſenſi- 
ble of this new birth, though he huows not whence 
the Spirit cometh, or whither it goeth ; he heareth 
the ſound thereof, aud Loon) ies dein el ; 
feats F. Des 
I the new birth or repeneratibe be not as necef- 
fare make a Chriſtian in “ zheſe latter days in 
© which the perilous times are come I, as it was in the 
firſt ſtages of Chriſtianity, it muſt be proved that 
the carnal mind is not now at enmity with God:; 
and if that was the caſe, then, would not ſo many 
abound among us who deny the Lord that bought, 
« them d, and © do deſpight unto the Spirit of his- 
4 grace ||,” If it was eſſential in the apoſtles. days 
to receive the Holy Ghoſt, before they could be 


and unclean from the kingdom of Heaven. Regeneration may 
; therefore be defined, a change wrought by the powwer of the Haly 
Spirit, 1 in the underſtanding, will, and affe&ions of a finner ; which 
is the commencement of a new kind of life, and which gives 
another gan to his Judgment, ns purſuits, and condud? 


Scor x“ Aa.. 
3 Jobn ii ill, 5. 


+ It was-not the deficiency of the doQrine of the new birth, 
but it was the blindneſs of the Doctors that was the cauſe they. 
were ſo ignorant of it. TE. Dr. ee 


1 d, fl. . 2 Pen. il . I Hb. x. 29. 
Chriſtians 


4484; 


_ Chriſtians (I mean as to hy common | operations of 
it), why ſhould it not be as neceſſary now? Had not 
the elegant and faſhionable infidel Lord Rocuzs- 
TER, whom I quote as an example, becauſe his 


| caſe is ſo generally known; if he had not experi- 
enced the work of regeneration on his heart, he tells 


us himſelf, in words to this effect, „that he had TY 

4 not only lived, but died an infidel. And if the 
characters I have brought forward, who were not 
Do Heathens, needed converſion, it naturally follows, 
that others in-their natural ſtate muſt need it alſo; 
for the apoſtle's aſſertion will hold good to the end 


of time, any man, let him be who he will, or 


what he will, let him live under whatever period 
he may, or in whatever zone, if he © has not be 
Spirit of Chrift, he is none of his *,” I ſhould pre- 
ſume, that all who reprobate converſion, regeneration, 
or the nett birth, and call all the happy recipients of. 
this ſupernatural change by the names of enthuſiaſts 
and fanatics, muſt certainly be total ſtrangers to it 


' themſelves ; but I would wiſh to ſhew you, that 
there are many very eminent and pious men, who 
thought on this ſubject very differently from Dr. 


PaLE v and yourſelf. And, firſt, the learned and ; 5 


pious CnAANoOc k tells us, “ That there is as real a 
i reſurrection of the ſoul in regeneration, by the trum- 


e pet of the goſpel, accompanied with a vigorous | | Es 
cc efficacy of the Hol ly Ghoſt, as there ſhall be f 
< bodies. by the voice of the Son of God, at the 1 


* Rom. vii. 2. 
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ei ſound of the trumpet of the Archangel“ He i ins bo 
un. us alſo, that ?Tis a greater power expend · ö 


ed in regeneration, than in creation; more power 
ce morally in this, than phyſically i in that: one word 
created the world; many words are combined for 
the new preparation of the heart. Tis eaſier to 


ce make a thouſand glaſſes, than to ſet together one ky 


«that is daſhed to pieces. 


In another place he ſays, * that in every bender 
s there is a change of nature; for it is impoſſible a 
te man ſhould ſtand bent to Chriſt with his old na- 


«ture predominant i in him, any more than a pebble 


© can be attracted by a loadſtone, till it put on the 
< Hature of ſteel: an unrighteous nature cannot act 4 
cc Tighteouſly ; ; it muſt therefore be a God who is 

te above nature, that can clothe the ſoul with: a new 

te nature, and incline it to God and goodneſs i in its 
er operations. Now to ſee a lump of vice become 5 
a model of virtue, for one that drank iniquity like 
« water, to change that ſinful thirſt for another for | 


© righteouſneſs; to crucify his darling fleſh, to be 


105 < weary of the poiſon he loved, for the purity he 
„ hated; to embrace the goſpel, which not his 


« paſſion but his nature abhorred ; to change his 


« hating of duty, to a free-will offering of it; to 
« make him ceaſe, from a loathing the obligations 5 
« of the law, to a longing to come up to the exact - 
« neſs of it; to count it a burden, to have the 


wa thoughts at a diſtance from God, when before it 


PER & was. 


— 


; 
« * 
\ 


| 7 {43 3; 
de was a burden to EGS one. Colony thought fixed 
* on him, ſ peaks a ſupernatural grace tranſcendently.. 


« attractive, and powerfully operative. Heavy 


e elements do not aſcend againſt their own nature, - 


* unleſs they be drawn. by ſome ſuperior force: to 


66 ſee. a. ſoul weighed. down to the earth, to be 
cc lifted up to heaven, muſt point us to a 
6 than created ſtrength, that cauſed the elevation... 


«« Theſe acts are ſupernatural, and cannot be done 


« by a natural cauſe ; for then the effect, as an ef- 
66 fect, would be more noble thay i its cauſe,” . 

The next authority I would quote, is that of the 
Reverend Mr. Joxzs, who was a few years fince- 


chaplain of Saint Saviour's, Southwark. He ſays, 
ſpeaking of the oppoſition that men, of learning ge- 


| nerally make to the doctrines of the goſpel, © It 


66: alarms their pride when they are told, that wich. 


« all their learning they may be ignorant of the one 


N thing 1 needful.” He declares, © that be knew.. 


K many who valued themſelves highly on account 
© of their learning and outward acquirements, and 
s yet were as ignorant of vital and experimental 

© religion as the ground they t trod on; who, while 
they profeſs to be teachers of others, have need 
that ſome ſhould teach them what are the nt 7 
68 principles of the Goſpel of Chriſt. But whatever 5 


1 


* oppolition they may make to the dofrines. of the |. 


< Goſpel, they are nevertheleſs rue, and demand 


Sour ſerious attention: : however men may value 


6 themſelyes 
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© themſelves upon the dignity of their nature, the 
4 ſtrength of their faculties, and depth of their 
© learning, they mult experience in themſelves a 
e real change effected by the Spirit of God, before 
4 they can have any intereſt in the bleſſed Medi- 
d ator,” — And when he attacks the error of ſup- 
poſing that bapriſm by water is all the ne birth or 
regeneration required, he has theſe words (alluding ' 
to the awful ſtate which thouſands, it may be pre- 
ſiumed, live in all their lives after baptiſm), © what 
4s ſort of a character muſt a regenerate drunkard be, a 
« regenerate ſabbath-oreaker, or a regenerate blaſphe= 
« ner? The terms are a contradiction, and yet TRE 
tt many are affronted if they are told that they are 
«no Chriſtians; many conclude, becauſe they have 
e been baptized with water, they muſt be Chriſ- 
« tians. That ſuch characters above deſcribed are 
FE baptized Heathens, if they pleaſe, but Chriſtians - 
cc they cannot be, till they receive the regenerating 
c“ grace of God in their hearts.“ 5 
The Reverend Mr. STILLINGFLEET informs us, 
< that before the ſoul was born again, it had no pro- 
4 per ſenſe, knowledge, or feeling of divine and ſpi- 
etc ritual things; it lay in darkneſs and the ſhadow 
e of death: having no hope, and without God in 
4e the world. But when it pleaſes God to call it 
<« forth to a new birth, by his all-quickening power, 
<< the breath, as it were, of a divine and ſpiritual - 
& life is imparted to it. It begins benceforth to 
. 1 : 40 © live 
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e ths unto 3 to W 8 5 kuh in 1 and 3 
1 Jeſus Chriſt, whom he hath ſent : whereas it was 
« once blind, now it ſees; and approves of the truths 
4 of the Goſpel ; whereas conſcience was inſenſi- 


r ble and unfeeling, now it becomes tender; the 
man is turned from darkneſs to "Os and from 
ce the power of Satan unto God.” a | 

Biſhop Hor 1s tells us, that 40 Rm is 


A'S change of the whole man in every part and 


7 faculty thereof, from a ſlate of finful nature to a 
s ſtate of ſupernatural grace, whereby the i image of 


God, that we defaced and loſt by our firſt tranſ- | 


** grefſion, is again in ſome good meaſure reſtored.“ 


HERMAN WIrsius, on the Covenants, has theſe 2 | 


2 2 ec that Regeneration i is that ſupernatural act of 
God whereby a new and divine life is infuſed 
44 into the elef perſon ſpiritually dead, and that 
tc from the incorruptible ſeed of the word of God, 
| © made fruitful by the infinite power of the Spirit a. 

De. Hawn, in his Sermons on the Perſonality 


o . 
4 


ie he wakens their conſcience with ſome ſight of their iniquities, 
4 and ſenſe of that wrath which fin hath deſerved; whereof ariſes 


*« beavingſs in their hearts, ſadneſs in their countenance, lamentation 


« in their ſpeech, and ſuch an alteration i in their whole behaviour, 
« that their former pleaſures become painful, unto them, and 


* others who knew them before, wonder to ſee ſuch a change in 5 
them. From this he proceeds, and leads them to a fight of 
a "n+ PERS; "RI n f 

| Eo, and > 


_ 


of 


N # Thoopetation ef dn Holy 03% is \ ſpecial, and proper to 
"OY s dy he is unto them a Spirit of ſanctifcation, renewing 
their hearts by his efeftual grace; he firlt febukes them of fin, 
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of the Holy Ghoſt, ſays, ct that the heart of man in 
e its unregenerate ſlate, is a foil unfavourable. to the 
4 culture of divine truth.“ | Z 
Our countryman, Yo Bacon, informs. us, 
te that the three heavenly unities exceed all natural 
ce unities ; that is to ſay, the unity of the three Per- - 
- © ſons in Godhead, the unity of God and man in 
« Chriſt, and the unity of Chriſt and the Church, 
es the Holy Ghof being the worker of both theſe lat- | ; 
ce ter unities ; for by the Holy Ghoſt was Chriſt in- 
4 carnate and quickened in fleſh, and by the Holy 
« Ghoſt is man regenerate and quickened in the Spirit.” 
The laſt authority which I ſhalt bring on this 
ſubject, is from Dr.Epwanps s Preacher: «© How 
** ſeldom,” 8 225 < are the people informed 


ks «« and wirt for hae; ma 5 works in their hearts ſach a love 

40 of righteouſneſs, and hatred of fin, that now they become more 

_ « afraid of the occaſions of fin, than they were of fin itſelf : this 

« reſiſtance made to the temptation, this care to eſchew the occa- 

ions of fin, is an undoubted token of the Spirit of Chriſt dwel- 
| We ling in them.” ' Biſhop Coornr's Folio Works, page 59. 


From theſe convictions of ſin, probably may ariſe the ſentiment 
which is generally advanced by the world, that religion ue 0 
| perſons to be poſſeſſed by melancholy and mopiſbneſs ; but they vill 
do well to recollect, chat before a finner can rejoice in God his 
= Saviour, and ſhew the real happineſs of the Chriſtian religion by 
| the chearfulneſs of his countenance, as well as the ſerenity of his 
manners, in general, he muſt' © ſorrow after a goaly rt,“ and 
| while ſorrow endures for the night of convietion, Joy WS 
the morning of pardoning love in Chrift. | 
Bar 01 brpng N godly fr. ends in joy 4 
1 Mason's Remains. 
* about. 


4 5 „ 


25 about the true nature of em or the ne 


& birth! how ſeldom is the abſolute neceſſity of the 


= knowledge of Chriſt, as a mediator, inſiſted upon! 


It is rare to hear the preacher ſpeak of and main- 
te tain the abſolute neceſſity of being ſupernaturally 


cc enlightened, in order to the right and faving under- 
« ſtanding of the things of God ; nay, how often . 


4e do we hear the contrary f I have known that when 


«ſome of thoſe' doctrines have beet diſcourfed of 
e by one in rhe pulpit, it hath been faid that he 
4 preached like 4 Profyrerianz but if this be to 


A cc preach like a Preſbyterian, 1 pray heartily, that 
& the number of Preſbyterians may increaſe more 
cc and more: and if this be to preach like a Prey 


ee terian, then all our biſhops and divines were Preſs | 
e byterians in queen Elizabeth's and king James . 


er the Firſt's days, and afterwards ; for no man can 


cc haye the face to deny, that theſe were the doctrines 


s that. they openly profeſſed and maintained.” 


You muſt be convinced, that there are "BY emi- 


. nent men, who have thought on the ſubject of re- 


generation as the entbufiafts do, and as pies | 


encourage and command them to do me > 
; bs | remain, Reverend Sir, te oft 
_ Your moſt obedient. humble Servant. 
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— 2 — 3 —— Thou, cha light, 2 

WE bn Shine inward, and the mind thro? all aq = 
« hrradiate; there plant eyes all miſt from chencs 
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1. wourp next 3 to dhet part 2 DoRtor | 

PalEx' 8 quotation, in which he maintains, that 
there is now no neceſſity for a change equal or 
„ ſimilar (alluding to the caſe of converſion) com- 
cc monly intended in the Epiſtles, - to be experi- 1 
* enced by us, or by any one that is educated in 


« Chriſtian country, to whom the fats, precepts, 1 


C and hopes of Chriſtianity have from his very in- 
fancy been familar*,” 
Ic i is ee ſurpriſing, that an ; Archdeacon b 


"LM \ Thoſe who are _ Chriſtians, and ; SUSE a form of By 
lineſs, but deny the power thereof, are denominated lady made 
Chriſtians, who Conſider Chriſtianity as a geographical term, 
properly applicable to all thoſe who have been born and edu- 
cated in a country wherein Chriſtianity. is profeſſed ; not as in- 
dicating a m nature, as expreſſive of a peculiar character, | 
4 with its appropriate fee and aver fions, _— and [rote and 


Jos and ſorrows. 
To people of this deſcription the in wks of Chriſt 


is addreſſed: I know thy works; that thou haſt a name, that 
4 thou liveſt and art dead. Be watchful, and ſtrengthen the 
things which remain, that are ready to 8 for I have 
e not found thy works perfect before God,” © 


-Wilzs * Fx. Prafica View of Chri Miau, page 440. 


«bs % „ 


N 5 our heck ſhould adyance ſach an hypotheſis; Fa 85 
cauſe, ſurely. (if I rightly, underſtand him), it can- 


not follow, that a man living in a Chriſtian country, 
and brought up under Chriſtian parents, muſt of ne- 
ceſſity be a Chriſtian z or elſe, as I ſaid before,. we 


98 ſhould have no. unbeliever amongſt US—A fact not to 


be controverted. I neyer heard before chat we inhe- 


lited any thing | but fin from our parents. but POW 
we are told that we inherit Chriſtianity alſo, (or, in 


other words, if I miſtake not, to the ſame effect). 
; If our. having the facts, precepts, and hopes of Chriſ- 
 tianity in the kingdom in which we live, 1 is Cbriſ 


 fianity itſelf, I confeſs it is a much eafier matter to 


be a Chriſtian than 1 ever conceived it to be, and 
conſiderably. more. fo than the word of God de- 
clares it is; for our Lord fays, that C except a 


1 e. be born of water, and of the /irit, he cannot 
er the kingdom of beaven wy Therefore, the 


| 7 precepts, and hopes, which we have as na- 
tural men, will avail, nothing, till this great work 
has taken place in the heart. I am told, that 


4 the, righteous themſelves ſearcely are ſaved +”. (al- 7 


luding to the difficulties they find in themſelves) ; 3 


7 and that 66 firait i 15 the gate, and narrow 15 the way, 


* that leadeth unte life, and few there be that find itt.” 
But the learned Archdeacon ſeems to remove All 


ths difficulties vo, zelling; us that the 9 falls, 
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wN and hopes which we have in common, 4 
the children of a Chriſtian country, are, generally 
ſpeaking, ſufficient. Alas ! merely to give an gm 


and conſent to the fafts, precepts, and hopes of Chriſ- 


tianity, cannot at any rate be the faith of God's 
elect, which is a lively operative principle, and fo 


influential on che conduct, that the perſon who is 
a" partaker of it becomes quite a different charac- 


: ter in his life, conduct, and converſation, and, in the 


words of the Apoſtle, ſays, and knows it to be 
True, that © old things are paſſed away ; behold, all 
« Me are become nech *.“ Now if this change be 
neceſſary to a e on the heart of A {ruined ”_ 


I $S 


y as oppoſe themſelves 0 chis change, a are al tha can 


be expected? . 
But the Archdeacon, , and you wh the: dem to 


= reprobate the idea of ce © Feeling the impulſe of the 
. Holy Ghoſt.” Now as you have profeſſed that you 5 


were inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon | 


; you the office of the miniſtry, it is but a matter of 


Teaſopable inquiry, to aſk how you could have 
been inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt without feet- 
.ing ſomething like a ſupernatural impulſe ® However | 
the church does not efteem it enthufuaſm, or fanati- 


iſm, i in the faithful, * who imagine to themſelves | 
e certain perceptible impulſes of the Holy Ghoſt.” 


In ne: n Article ſhe: conſiders it a great 


| n. 8 
| | bleſſing, 


. 1 Ps 
| bleſſing,” uod as An unſpeakable comfort to godly 
perſons, not to imagine merely, but actually to 
e ſcel int themſelves the working of the Spirit of Chriſt. 
If it is neceſſary to be inwardly moved by the Holy 
| Ghoſt, and you are determined to think otherwiſe, 
it muſt follow, that neither you; nor the Arch- 


deacon r as yet have come to the” experts 
mental knowledge of the truth,“ for ſure it is, 


chat if you had ever been inmurdiy moved by the 
Hoi Spirit, you never would have reptobated the 
e feeling” of it. But that you may not ſuppoſe 
I ſtand defenceleſs and alone, or unguarded by 
learned and approved theologiſts, I will introduce 
the | ſentiments: of a; few eminent men, whoſe 
words, I ſhould hope, would have a due ee, and 
influence on your mind. 

The firſt; I ſhall bring 8 is ; Biſhop Tar- 
Ton, whoſe, writings you admire and recommend; 
he ſays, ee that no man can be convinced, well 


<« and wiſely, of the holy; bleſſed, and undivided 
Trinity, but he that fees the mightineſs of the 


Father begetting him to à new life, the wiſdom 
of the Son building him up in a moſt holy faith, 
. and the love of the _— vx ys EC wo 70 

| er amd n ne . | 
Mr. FurtEs, an Abe a a” wall 18 
writer, has theſe words: Why ſhould religion be 


the only ſubject on which we are not allowed to 
Fa feels Men are praiſed for the exerciſe of 1 5 


. and even of ecſtaſy, in poetry, in politics, and in 
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1 che r connexions :ofoſoriab life 5: ts a 
wh religion we muſt either go on with cool indif- 


o> 1 CL ference, or be branded as  enthuftaſts,. . IS it be- 


+. * cauſe religion is of leſs importance than other 
e things? Is eternal ſalvation of leſs conſequence 
_* than the political or domeſtic accommodations : 
cc of time? It is treated by multitudes as if it were; 
« and the ſpirit of Socinianiſm, ſo far as it operates, 
e tends to keep them in countenance. Is it not 
ea pity but thoſe who call themſelves rational 
©. Chriſtians would act more irationally ? Nothing 
s can be more irrational, as well as injurious, than 
t to encourage an ardour of mind after the trifles of 
ia moment, and to diſcourage it 9 purſuing 
objects of infinite magnitude.“ e 
Doctor Joan Torrig, Canon of Chriſt Church, | 
* the ſtudents of the univerſity of Oxford, 
on the ſubject of the Spirit's influence, thus, in a fer- 
mon on The wind bloweth where it liſteth,“ &e. 
The ſame kind of operation hath the Spirit 7 
e God. The inſpiration of it flows like the ſoft, | 
and warm breezes of the air. It refreſhes the ſoul 
* with peaceful and pleaſing thoughts; it keeps 
be the conſcience: pure and undefiled, and preſerves 
e it from the peſtilential contagion of fin, All this 
e may he perceived and felt. We ſhall: feel and 
e confeſs the enlivening preſence of this Holy 
e Spirit in the peace of conſcience, in an unruffled 
Mt GOING and e of mind, in e a de- 
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1 habt in virtue, in the poſſeſſion of all thoſe Chit 
6 tian graces that purify and refine the ſoul in the 
2M aſſurance of God's favour, and in hope full EE 
c immortality. Theſe effects the pious Chriſtian, .. 
ho is led by the Spirit; does meſt undoubradiy feel.” 
.- Ts; ſermon, before the Univerity.of Oxford, 
June iſt, 1766, the ſame divine adds : © No man D 
* can be-a. real-Chriſtian who pn an intimate i 
Ab union with: the Divine Spirit. Mb 
Biſhop HicxMay ſays, with vs not only 
e ſieve the operations, but we Lee! them too; je 5 
4 feel the comfortable influences, the ſacred 851 | 
£6 nations of the Holy Spirit upon us; more par- 
6. ticularly at thoſe offices of devotion. wherein 


— — * 


n r 
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* be deſcends upon us alſo, as he did once upon | : ; 
1 & our bleſſed Saviour like à dove, and ſheds s.,. 1 
0 grace upon us in ſome meaſure, with thoſe e- 4 | 
C celleneies which become the ſons of God. — "= 
Or, rather, he deſcends upon us, as he did once ; 
* before upon the face of the waters, wlien he | : | 
«© brought beauty and order upon that which be 45 
66 fore was nothing but deformity and confufion.” ö , 
e ebe De. Warte * is the laſt I fhall | 4 
e As * 3 1 objeRtt to a e 88 . ; 
185 Gs. merely becauſe he was not a miniſter of the eſtabliſh-. - J 


ment, I have here ſubjoined the opinion of Doctor Knox, 
which he has given of him in his Ohriſtian Philoſophy, and 4 
* ſhould hope, chat his account of him will carry with it ſufficient : 
weight. and influence, to remove any prejudice from the minds 
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* tural operation of Diving GRACE». 


| quits 6h" this ſub hebe Alke this pelt , 
"queſtion: : Is the feeling "ſenſe of - the- Holy" Spirit 
11 given to none but Chriſt's" apoſtles, and the 

«prime miniſters in his kingdom ?- Was that rich 
«'freafure exhauſted in the firſt ages of! the goſpel, 
cc INE Aroma God ferbid; every one of his 
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18 thoſe who ans Gi Bre ben totally inclined to re. 
je& any ſentiments this gteat and excdllent man might have 
advanced on any theological ſubject. Dr. Knox thus expreſſes | 
himſelf; £ The opinion of A man Which I hall now produce, 
a. like Dr. aac Watte, on the troe nature of Chriſtianity, is 


« almoſt "of itlelf deciß ve. He v was not only 4 devout and zea - 


«tous Chriſtian, bat a profound ſchofar, a natural philoſopher, 


% 4 logician, and a metaphy fician. His life and ens 


«exhibited a pattern of every Chriſtian, vir , 2 
5 For my own part,” ſays Pr. Knox, ILrannqt but think this 
*« good man approached as nearly. to Chriſtian perfections as 
« any mortal ever did in this ſablanary fate; and, therefore, 
I conſider him as a better interpreter of the Chrittian-doc- 


4 trines than the moſt learned critics, who, proud of their reaſon 


« and their learning, deſpiſed or neglected the very life and 
« ſoul of Chriſtianity, the living everlaſting goſpel, te. ſuperna- | 


FF» 


cc And be it ever remembered, that Dr. Watts was 4 man | 
40 who cultivated his reaſon with. particular care, who ſtudied 


the abſtruſeſt ſciences, and was as well qualified to become 


1 a verbal critic, or a logical diſputant on the ſcriptures, as 


i the moſt learned among the doctors of the Sorbonne, or the 
_ #6 greateſt proficients in polemical divinity.” —1 mention this 
circumſtance' for the conſideration of thoſe who inſinuate, that 
the doctrine of grace cannot be- entertained but by ignorant, as 


well as fanatical OT by AW ated. in 1 myſteries 


f 4 * 
1 27 * "+ #7 
of philoſophy. 4) 444 
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„„ 40 « ſubjefs 
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3 © 75 95 
« « ſubjects have” the fame favour” beſtowed pon 


a them, though not in the fame. degree; 3. every 


4. humble and holy ſoul in our day, every true 
* Chriſtian is poſſeſſed of the Spirit, for (c he that has 


not the Spirit of Chriſt (whether he lived in the = 


KW apoſtles days, or any other days) 1 is none of his,” 
4 Rom. viii. 9; and wherever this Spirit i is, it works 


e miracles too: as it changes the finner to a ſaint: 
| Ra it opens his blind eyes; it new creates his nature; 


« it raiſes the dead to a divine life, and teaches 
Egypt, and Aſſyria, and che Britiſh illes, to 


* ſpeak the language of Canaan. - It is this gift ot 
4c the Spirit which the Son ſends down to us con- 


4 tinually from the Father, that is the origital e and 
10 16 8 of all theſe MOTO.” WO ts” | 


w,. Reverend sir, 


4 


2 
4 * 
34 


"IG wog obedient tumble Servant, 


* * n 1 3 7 
x I 
. m_—— " * 
- * — 1 * 
4 } 3 \ © by N 4 
N 1 80 le +. 
7 * * 
2 
* * £ Py 


BL 
© $ * 


* 
9 


G to Harck and regenerate : wheteof the laſt, the more it is 
hid from our underſtanding, the more it ought to move all 
men to wonder at the ſecret and mighty working of God's Holy 
Spirit, which 18 within us; 3 for it is the Holy Ghoſt, and 20 
other thing, that” "doth quicken. the" mids of men, flirring up 


good and godly” motions in their hearts, which are agreeable to 


dhe will and G of God; ſuch as otherwiſe, of their 
own 


— 


_ | As eric Get ud 4587 tient the + Diley, fo. 
have they three ſeveral and ſundry offiees proper unto each of _ 
them. The Father to create, the Son to redeem, and the Holy 
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| own crooked and perverſe nature, they ſhould never 5 : 
which is born of the Spirit, | Man of his own nature is fleſhly and 
| carnal, corrupt, and naught, finful and diſobedient to God, with- 
but 2 Jpart of | goodneſs in him; without ay virtuous or godly 
notions, ONLY We RE oer and wicked deeds. As for 
x motions, if * with any at all 3 in kim, they proceed 14 of the | 
| Holy Ghoſt, who is the anly N 5175 rn N and 27 7 | 
us FOR men in ate pro L Kt” 
e Firſt pare ih me. 
160 tf 2053973: We9 B25 | 
: —_ © Wet TY in 505 Faſtoral 'Core, 1 page 3 having 3 
the queſtion propoſed to thoſe who are about to be ordained Dea- 
cons, fays, “Do you truſt that you are incuardly moved ty the Holy 
Gb, to take upon you this office, to ſerve God, for promoting 
his glory, and the edifying of his people He adds, Certain- 
e ly the anſwer that is made to this ought to be well conſidered; 
« for if any one ſays, «I truſt ſo,” that yet knows nothing of any 
« ſuch motion, and can give no account of it, he hes to the Holy 
. ** Gheft, and makes his firſt approach to the altar with a lic in his | 
4 mouth, and that not to men, but to Gov.” And again, page 112, 
Shall not God reckon with thoſe who dare to run without nis 
cc miſſion, pretending that they truſt they have it, when, perhaps, 
they underſtand not the importance of it; nay, and perhaps ſome 
laugh at it, as an enthuſiafiical queſtion, who yet will go through 


with the office! They come to Chriſt for the loaves; they hope 


© to lire by the altar, and the goſpel, how little ſoever they ferve 
1 at the one, or preach the other; therefore they will ſay ay 
1 thing that is neceilary for qualifying them for this, Whether 
1 rue or. falſe.” And in page 183, having copioully diſcourſed 6 
of the ſtudies befitting miniſters, eſpecially the ſtudy of the Scrip- 
tures, he adds, ( But to give all theſe their foll effect, a prieſt 
* that is much in his ſtudy, ought to employ. a great part of his 
*« time in /ecret, and fervent prayer, for the direction and bleſing | 
of Gov. in bis labours, for the conflant afiftance. of bis Holy Spirits 
2 * for W ſenſe of divine Ts. that ſo he may fee! | 
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| RuvaxunD Sin, 


Tos next + cb you 3 upon he. e 
aſts, is not exactly correct. They do not accuſe 
all the Eſtabliſhed Clergy with not preaching the 
goſpel, and you will do me the juſtice to allow, what 
all thoſe who attended the miniſtry of your truly 
valuable predeceſſor will boldly affirm, that he did 
not merely preach the goſpel, but opened to them 
its rich treaſures, and illuſtrated its doctrines in the 
moſt attractive and energetic language, in ſuch lan- 
guage, and after ſuch a manner, that his adverſaries, 
like thoſe of the proto-martyr Stephen, e guere u 


e able to refift the wiſdom and the Spirit by which be 


| « ales.“ ”» «To him to live was CHRIST T.“ NO 
wonder, kberefore. that he preached, AIM, 45 | 


be ſame yeſterday, 10-day, and for ever f.. Doubt- 


leſs he could have ſaid, that he e to his 


| hearers c that which be e received of the, Lord 75 2 9.˙ 


2. « the fan, FE of them grow deep and ſtrong | upon his chooghts: 12 

this, and this only, will make him go on with his work with- 

out wann, and be always rejoicing in it.. 
Tet WS Hſe Kane's ral Ge 


Vini ETA de, Heb. xiii. 8. 
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| He 3 the language of St. Peter, and followed « 
his example: F any man ſpeak (or preach), let bim 
* do fo as the oracles of God“; nor was he at a loſs 
to account for the reafon why ſo many of his bre- 


_ - thren did not preach as the oracles of God, fince it 


is recorded in the prophecy of Iſaiah, *tbat if miniſ- 
© ters do not ſpeak according to the law and the teſtimony, 
it is becauſe there is no light in them +.” However, 
he had indiſputably an abundance of the true light, and 
be abided in the light, and it was e eee | 
os he was in the Ught. 
This, however, is certain, and 1 have never - 
heard an entbuſfaſt declare to the contrary, that there 
are now very many of the clergy, who have been : 
regarded, and ftill diftinguiſh themſelves, as emi- 
nent, faithful, and zealous preachers of the goſpel 
of Chriſt.—But, alas! if we look on the other 
ide of the queſtion, there are many, very many, 
who do not preach the goſpel: and that I may not 
affert, where I ought to prove, a poſition, I ſhall de- 
fine what the goſpel is, and, of courſe, when a man 
may be ſaid to preach it. But in order to ſtrengtben 
what I may advance, and that I may not incur cen- 
| ſure without being in good company, I have 
_ thought it better to collect a few notes from the 
moſt rational and celebrated authors, 3 
Cunz ERS tells us, © that the word ROY is 
Saxon, and of the ſame import with the Latin evan- 
gelium, or the Greek © evan yen,” whichis analogous | 


Een as opt 4 1/aiah vil, 20. : 


„ 0092 „% b 

toglad tidings, or good news. And: a preacher of the 

goſpel muſt neceſſarily be one who diſeoũrſes at all 
events upon the moſt prominent and eſſential doc- 


trines contained in the ſacred writings, © The vari _ l 
<« ous perfections of God, the utter apoſtaſy of ur 
4 fallen nature from him, the deep malignity of 1 
0 ſin, the excellency of that holy law by which X : 
< the ſinner is condemned, the only method of his 1 


« juſtification through faith in a Redeemer, and the =_ 
u regenerating grace of the Holy Spirit, as the 
ce beginning of all real ſanctification, are truths of | 
e the utmoſt importance; truths which embrace 
Chriſtianity on every ſide; truths fo obviouſly in- 
Ee. ſiſted upon in almoſt every pageof Holy Writ, that 
he who runs may read them *,”—lf any of theſe 
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be invaded, the fortreſs of Chriſtianity i is attacked; | : ; b 

if they be not all admitted, “ our loins are not yet = 

 ® pirt about with truth, we have not on the breaft= a | 
plate of riphreonſueſ, our feet are not ſhod *9ith the bo 

& preparation of the goſpel of peace, we have not taken 4 | 

: « the ſhield of faith, wherewith we ſhall be able to „ 
* quench all the fiery darts of the wicked, nor the helmet q | | | 

&« of ſalvation and the fword of the e, WHICH | is IT | | 

* word of God +.” 7 | M 


If this armour of God be be to conſti- 
tute a ſound believer, can a found preacher do with- 
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He IA the language of St. Peter, and followed : 
his example: any man ſpeak (or preach), let him 


* do fo as the oracles of God“; nor was he at a loſs 


to account for the reafon wy fo many of his bre- 


- thren did not preach as the oracles of God, fince it 


5 is recorded in the prophecy of Iſaiah, that if miniſ- 
© ters do not ſpeak according to the law and the teftimony, 


it is becauſe there is no light in them . However, 


be had indiſputably an abundante of the true light, and 
de adided in the light, and it was aner . 
a he was in the light. . 8 
This, however, is certain, and 1 have never 


| heard an enthuſiaſt declare to the contrary, that there 


are now very many of the clergy, who have been ; 
regarded, and ftill diftinguiſh themſelves, as emi- 


nent, faithful, and zealous preachers of the goſpel 


of Chriſt.—But, alas! if we look on the other 
fide of the queſtion, there are many, very many, 
vho do not preach the goſpel : and that I may not 
affert, where I ought to prove, a poſition, I ſhall de- 


fine what the goſpel is, and, of courſe, when a man 
may be ſaid to preach it. But in order to ſtrengthen 
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what I may advance, and that I may not incur cen- 


| ſure without being in good company, I have 


._ thought it better to collect a few notes from the 


moſt rational and celebrated authors. f 


CnauBERs tells us, © that the word goſpel. i is 
Saxon, and of the ſame import with the Latin evan- 
gelium, or the Greek *fevaryymuo,” which is analogous | 


1 Pe. Ws; +16jah vill, 20. 
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d Ginge, „or 8060 news. A preacher of as. 


« fallen nature from him, the deep malignity of 1 
s fin, the excellency of that holy law by which _ x g 
« the finner is condemned, the only method of his bo 


beginning of all real ſanctification, ate truths of | 


9 Chriſtianity on every fide; truths fo obviouſly in- 
_<*©fiſted upon in almoſt every page of Holy Writ, that 
“ he who runs may read them “. If any of theſe 


ęirt about with truth, we have not on the breaſt 


bo, word of God 4.” 


; rute a found believer, can a found preacher do wich- 
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goſpel muſt neceffarily be one who diſcoũrſes at all AF 
events upon the moſt prominent and eſſential doc=- © 


trines contained i in the ſacred writings, © The \ vari- 1 
« gus perfections of God, the utter apoſtaſy of our = 


« juſtification through faith in a Redeemer, and'the i 
e regenerating grace of the Holy Spirit, as the 


t the utmoft importance; truths which embrace 


be invaded, the fortreſs of Chriſtianity | is attacked 
if they be not all admitted,“ our loins are not yet 
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ce plate of righteouſneſs „ our feet are not ſhod with the 
& preparation of the geſpel of peace, we have not 1078 
the ſhield of faith, wherewith we ſhall be able 
«© quench all the fiery darts of the wicked, nor the 2 
6e ſalvation and the fword of the Spirit, Which 5 is 7 
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If this armour of God be neff to conſti- 
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out it O or, . it wy either diſbelieve, 4 


8 truth, explain it away, or throw any part of it in i 


the ſhade, i is he not an unſound preacher ?, 4 works." 
man that needeth to be aſhamed *?” that doth not Rudy 
to ſhew himſelf approved unto God, and that ean- 
not, or will not, rightly divide the word. of truth? 

It is peculiar } in evangelical preaching, to con- 
fider the love of God as the grand cauſe of our re. 
| generation and converfion ; ; and the preachers of the 
_ goſpel have a particular regard to this apoſtolical 
axiom, chat believers. love God, becauſe he firſt 
loved them: from this prinei iple of love, they main- 


tain that every thing neceſſary to ſalvation derives 


its origin, and that good works, conſidered as the 

fruits of faith, ariſe from the ſame cauſe. 3 
Mr. HER v EY, the author of the Meditations, con- : 

ceives that* Chriſtians work from life, and not forit;” . 


er, in other words, a a man believes he is made alive 


to God, and then works for God ; for it would be 


| incopgruous to ſuppoſe. that one who is dead to 


God, can do any manner of work worthy of God. 
It was 2 ſaying. of an eminent divine of the 
haſt century, that no perſon could be qualified 
* to teach others the truths of God, till they were 


taught themſelves.“ But ſome there are Woo 


conceive, that We are ſcholars, they muſt 
be divines. 


ret neceſſary and uſe ning may be 


3 = | 4 3 bo * 2 Tim. 11. | Fo A 


4. 1 0 


in drs pute, yet ſurely the res Jedrpbd a aus wit 
Al of them babes, much leſs young meny and ſtill = 
 lefs\fathers' in Chrift #? © I entirely agree with the 
late excellent and pious Biſhop” Hor xe, That 
<« without the continual in/Þiration of the Divine Fpirit 
ein . dire@ting and TOE their hearts 


ot 


— in his Beclokadical Hitory, lib. . de ed FR 
a ſtrange ſtory of a certain learned and ſubtil philoſopher, who 


„being an extreme adyerſary to Chriſt, and his doctrines, 


Ky could 'by no kind of learning be converted to the faith; but 


7e was able to withſtand all the arguments that could be brought 
« againſt him with little or no labour. - At length, there ſtarted 


«© up a poor ſimple man, of fmall wit, and leſs knowledge, one that 


10 was reputed among the learned as an idiot; and, he in God's 


. name; would needs take in hand to diſpute with this proud 
BY ' philoſopher : the biſhops and other learned men ſtanding by, 
te were maryellouſly 3 abaſhed at the matter, thinking by his do- 
« ings they ſhould be all confounded, and put to open ſhame. 
« He, nothwithſtanding, goeth on; and, beginning in the n 


4% Jeſus, brought the philoſopher to ſuch point in the end, con- 
« trary to all men's expectations, that he could not chooſe but 
1 acknowledge the power of God in his words, and to give 
1. place to the truth. Was not this a miratulons work, that one 


ET fill foul of no learning, ſhould do that which many biſbops of 
«< great knowledge and unde flanding were never able to bring to 


25 paſs + 1 ee 02 Tos pert of the Homily on Wiifundays 


\ 


''# God hath choſen the «folic things of the world to coafonkt the wike 


ic and weak things of wwe add to confound ee len are mighty“ I 
: 1 Cor, i. N . 


« 1 thank thee, 0 5 LI of — * 8570 . 1 BY haſt hid | 
_ © theſe things from the wife and e haſt revealed them unto babes. | 


Matthew xi, 25 „„ 12 * 1 1 
0 80 wy weld by wiſdom Knew: not Doan "nl. 1. 21. | 
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ben may be Sheen, and cle and, 2 0 1456 
they may be nanitors and moraliſts of ciuil ſoriem, hut 
8 e no longer to be conſidered as ** Chriſtian 

<< Divines.;. neither SURE; aa 155 SO 

e with any Javing effefts." .: 103 503 1068 . 
— Von recellect, ne doubt, where it is d, « the 
ce 20 dom of this world is fooliſpneſs with God *; and 
Th bo ef Rats was $ conveſted to the anne. be : 


<< CT 


& that be might. win Clri, and te found in bin FE 
Ha the iſt chapter of the iſt epiſtle to the Carinthi- 


ans, he exclaims with particular emphaſis, A obere 
er i the wiſe © where ir the" Scribe 7” here” is the 
e puter of | this world ? * Bath} wot God, 5 Faith.” he, 
ade fooliſß the ichn of this world.” In the 24th 
ae aſlures us, that Chriſt is the power af 
God and the iſdom of God, hut unte them“ o? 
ed are called, whether they be Jews or 
4 Greeks.” *** The world,” he declare, by wviſiom 
(natural wiſdam) * &© I nero not Gad, but it "pleaſed God 
lle fooliſonels of preaching, (conſidered. as foolihe 
neſs.by carnal men, and for this reaſon, probably, be- 
cauſe it brought to nothing the underſtanding.of 
the prudent), © to ſave them that believe,” Is it not 
neceſſary for us to draw this concluſion, that the 
natural man diſcerneth not the things of the . 2 
God, becauſe they are. ſpiritually diſcerned... | 
It is my firm ener as well as yours, « that. Woe 


1 W ti. Cor. i. 20. 


8 0 3 


4 will a 
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© 25 dy 
re in bets whole who preath-not the Goppel 2 ab 
indeed a beuty whe it muſt be; for we have a de- 
cided and indiſputable authority to determine, 
e that if any ether Goſpel is preached than that . 
i hieh has been preached by the apoſtles, and is 
«& no. preached” by thoſe who inherit the ſame 
te Spirit which actuated andinfluenced them; theſe, 
et chem be who' they may, whether Roman Cas 
ce tholies or Proteſtants, Ch urch men or Differiters, 
{© let chem be acuh and I leave you-to judge, 
What ic will be to expire under the en and eternal 
cr of an ag Gov! bet 
I cannot in dn Passer to inſert an a 
nen from an admirable ſermon of Biſhop Rev- 
Not pDs's, on preaching Chriſt. „This is not the 
work of a careleſs loiterer, that ſhears the fleece 
« and ſtarves the flock, This weighty work of 
tc: preaching is to be managed and diſcharged, 
«with that ſpecial fill, that the preachers may 
« approve themſelves unto God, as workmen that 
need not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing” the 
< word of truth. 2 Tim. ii. 15. It ſhould be 
of the demonſtrative and weit kind, not 
the enticing words of man's wiſdom, but ſuc h 
that the convicted ſinner will acknowledge to 
* have God in it, by the effects it has on the con- 
e ſcience; It muſk be preached! with fincerity and 
« faithfulneſs, not diſſembling any neteſſary doc- 
et trine; nor daubing with untempered morter; ; 


por e the word of truth; but deliver- | 
ER ; 


9 


( 34 3 


_—_ -the whole counſel of God: Ge men in 
- all things for their profit and edification. and 
cc to all other purpoſes, not pleafing men, but Gop, 
cc which trieth the heart, telling them the truth, 
ec though they be judged enemies for.ſo doing, Gal. 
* i. 16 ſo that the goſpel preached may come = | 
6c the hearers not in word oxly, but in power.” 

1 Theſſ. i i. 5. He ſays (ſpeaking, of the example of 
the. preachers. of. the Goſpel) „ that they muſt be 
cc © like the far, which did not ps light - 6 Win men, 
then cg 9 bag —_ N — bf 
ſelves... * When miniſters; preach themſelves, they 
be prophecy. lies, and the deceits of their own 
cc bearis, Jer. xxili. 16, 26; teaching for doc- 

e trines che traditions or commandments of men, 

op Matt. xv. 93 making “ ſad the righteous, i. e. 

cc thoſe who ſubmit to the rigbteouſneſs of God: * 

| And again, that the Lord Jeſus ought to be the 75 
55 author, the object, and end, of preaching,” ,. 

As. to a miniſter s qualifications for the work. 5 
the miniſtry, te they ought to have ſanctity of life, 

0 which may fit and e for the faithful and 

« « conſcionable. diſcharge of the office, to make a 
© man zealous for the glory of God]; ſenfible 

| 7 of the intereſt of ſouls; exemplary. to the flock; 
6c able to ſpeak experimentally of the ways of God, 

« the devices of Satan, the deception of luſt, the 
be iſſues of temptation, the conſolation of the Holy 
ec "Spirit and other the 905 myſteries, of ſalyation,— 

l © 2M OY” 


> _ 


4 


CY 


50 — of doctrine in general. „he bimop ſays 
- farther, that hey muff preach Chriſt as the great 
e end of all their preaching ; that they may advance 
“ his intereſt and promote his defigns ; that he 
e may ſee of the travel of his ſoul, and be ſatisfi- 
* ed; that his people may be gathered, his body 
(the church) edified, his ſaints perfected, his 
"IN enemies ſubdued, his goſpel propagated, his 
< name glorified; and he finally admired in all 
te them that believe.“ 2 Theſſ. i. 10. | | 

And, addreſſing his clergy, he adds, 6e If you 
7 2 your flocks by your negligence; if 
ce the ſhepherds do not feed, nor the phyſicians heal, 
4e nor the warchmen keep, nor the fewwards provide 
e for the flock, you have betrayed a truſt, abuſed 


«a Lord, expoſed a depofitum, you ſhall give an 


d account, not only for ſouls murdered, but for an 
& office neglected, for a talent hidden, for a ſtew⸗ 


6 ardſhip unfaithfully and injuriouſly adminiſter- 


ed. O, therefore, ſtudiouſly and confcientioufly 


cc apply yourſelves to the heavenly {kill of fpiri- 


© tual preaching. Preach in good earneſt, as 

« thoſe who ſeriouſly intend" their own and their 
& hearers ſalvation! Preach not as a rhetorician 
6 at a defk, only to zickle ears, and to play a 


ce prize; but as an advocate at a bar, to preſerve a | 


© client, to ſave an immortal ſoul. Sa declare of the 


on all-ſufficient righteonſueſs and unſearchable riches of 


be, ce iz the . of his knowledge,” the unmea- 
F 3 e EO . 
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4 85 fellowſhip. * vn er te ba 
© his peace, the joy of his ſalvation, the hope of his 
04 glory, that the hearts of your hearers may burn 
within them, and they may fly ynto their. win- 
t dows like doves for ſhelter and ſanctuary into 
the arms of ſuch a Redeemer, he is able and 
60 s willing to Jave to the ultermaſt, thoſe, that come 
to God by him; that they may with all ready 
« 33 and by the conftraining power of the 
ebe, f Chrift, yield themſelves to the govern- 
: ment of the Prince of Peace, by whom the prince 
ae of this world is judged and. caſt out, bis works 
60 deſtroyed, and we, for this end, | bought with a 
et price; that we ſhould. not be our oon, but bis i 
< that bought us, nor live any longer to ourſelves, 
cc but unto him that loyed us, * FO: or Wa and 
« roſe again. 
reach not yourſelves, y your own imagination, che 
ee devices of your hearts; ſet not up your regſon 
ec againſt Gop' s .WORD,, nor your will againſt bis 
« grace, nor your interct againſt his glory, nor your: 
te fal wiſdom againſt the Gmplicity of bis holy 
. goſpel! Preach not out of oſtentation merely to 


e the fancies and wits of men, to pleaſe, or to tickle 
cc them; but out of manifeſtation of truth 50 the 
. * conſcience to pleaſe Gd. 
Preach Chris, Jeſus the Lord; 8 to 
L * know nothing. among. Your: People, but Chriſt 


e ucified; 


f 
- — 


55 5 0 55 » 
«i crrifiad; let his PIR and grace, bis - ſpirit and 
ue, triumph in the midſt of all your ſermons. 
Jet; your great end be to glorify: him in the 
hearts; to render him amiable and precious, in 
the eyes of his people ; to lead them to him as 
<< ſantuary to protect them, à propitialion to re- 
te concile them, a irtuſure to enrich them, a phys 
„ fican to heal them, an advocate to preſent them 
and their ſervices unto God: As roiſdom to 
c counſel}; as riphteouſueſs to juſtify, as ſanct iſication to 
& renew; as redemption to ſave, and an ine xhauſted 
fountain of pardon, grace, comfort, viclory, glory: 
Let Chriſ be the diamond to ſhine in the: Ag 
ſom of all your ſermons. - 
Shall we be able to endure the Aloe out- 
Aer of deſtroyed ſouls, wherewith we had. been 
i entruſted, howling out that dreadful accuſation 
« apainſt us? Parentes ſenſimus Parricidas! Our guides 
have miſled” us, ou 2varcbmen! have: betfay= 
ed us, our paſtors have ſtarved us, our ffemurn 
behave! defrauded” us, our ern hav e out 


; NN" 7x] 


0 For Jeſus ſake l if you lov. 2 vn 
«© gument which himſelf uſeth, John xxi. 13; 16, 
« 17, (Aud if any man lobe not the Lord ius, ttt 
* him be Audat hema Maranatha); if you would have 

& xsus love you if you tend his ſheep z if you re- 
| 1 gard his command; if you value his falvarian'; 
% tidy the priee of fouls; uſe che means to ſnatch 
Bos al out of the fire; fore warn fouls of the wrath 

10 | F 4 — 


(0 


« to come i; be bucmble; bo faithful, be painful; be 


* pitiful towards the ſouls of men. Commend 


* your fidelity, ſet forth Chrift's excelleney unto 

ec the ſouls of your hearers, that you may be able 
* to ſay to him at his coming, as he to his Father, 
* Behold me, aud the children which thou haſt given 


" oP: me. 1 hus doing, you ſhall: both ſave OY 
.""" ſelves and them that hear vou.“ ed wy 


And Dr. Twomas Ta vLox, in his e 


for Preaching, tells us, „that the clergy - ought 
5 not to reſt upon the favour of people or multi- 
s tudes, nor to make that a ſtaff to lean upon, to 


«© hinder their conſcience or zeal in their callings; 
4 for he that relieth on men's favour, muſt ſome- 


*r times applaud that which is evil, and contemn that 


„ 


v which is good; he muſt ſometimes wink 
« where he ſhould ſee; and, therefore, we 


e myſt ſet our eyes towards the Lord, and judge 

e that fit to be done, which is acceptable in his 
«6 vghe; and then, if men ſpurn at us, we may, 

< in integrity of conſcience, ſay with Paul, I 


&« care not to be judged of any man, he that vage 5 


ce me, is the Lord.“ Thus muſt a miniſter con- 


ec refit himſelf—If his praiſe be not amongſt 1 8 
40 that his praiſe is with God.. : 


And Mr. Lien, in his Body of Divinty, tells : 
e there are five ingredients for preaching.  '1ſt, 


« «Right underſtanding. 2d. True dividing, 3d. 


« Faithful interpreting. 4th.) 5 er : 


Fa « Ps 5th. 1 WS 14 lo * 21110 | 


"Ae . 


4 0 


5 1 having i in forge meaſure ſhewn what the 
5 ing of the goſpel is, and who may be conſi- 


dered as the faithful preachers of it, according to 
the ſenſe of our beſt ſcholars, and moſt evangelical 


divines, I may now, perhaps, be permitted to aſk. if 


philoſophical lectures on marality bear any reſem- 


blance to plain and theological diſcourſes; and 


whether ſenſible and well conducted declamations, 
or differtations upon the beauties of 4 Socrates, a 
Seneca, a Zeno, or a Plato, are at all likely to advance 
the propagation of real religion, and to recom- 


„ mend * enfarce the truth as it is in a T2; 
aa 


w The ab of encouraging 2 religion in the Church, par- 


ticularly de rolves on all who have che diſpoſal of eccleliaſtical 


preferment, and more eſpecially on the dignitaries of the ſacred 
order. Some of theſe have ſcunded the alarm; juſtly cenſuring 
the practice of ſuffering Chriſtianity to degenerate into a mere 
Hftem of ethicks, and recommending more attention to the pecu- 


Har dofrines of our holy religion. In our ſchools, in our univer- 


fities, let the ſtudy be encouraged of the «writings of thoſe ven- 
rable divines who flouriſhed in the fi times of Chriſtianity, 
Let even a confiderable proficiency in their writings be required of 


candidates for ordination. Let our Churches no longer witneſs - 


that unſeemly diſcordance which has too much prevailed be- 
tween the prayers which precede and the /ermon which follows.— 
| Winz FORCE's Practical Fiew of Chriſtianity, ch. vi. p. 421. 
It is natural for people to converſe. upon the writings of thoſe 
men with which they are moſt familiar, So for moral teachers to 
harangue from the writings of moral philoſophers, is as natural 
to them as for the faithful preachers of the Goſpel to preach from 
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Strictly ſpeaking, the elergy n 26: well attempt 
to teach the common people the cornmon affairs 
of life in Latin and Greek, as to impart ſpiritual 


| knowledge, and convey religious inſtruction by 
means and precepts; if not diametrically oppoſite, 


at leaſt; very far diftant from' that method, and 


thoſe doctrines, which our bleſſed Saviour marked 


out to his diſciples,” and which he commanded 


Ty 


en de e preach to evety creature 


His general rule cannot be miſtaken, though it 

wy be neglected. He that believeth and is baptiz< 
& d, all be ſaved 5 and he that believer NP ſhall be 

r danmed +.” | 
15 2 2 hath Oy words,” ſaith Goa, by YE 00 


* writings of patriarchs, Or and A" 4 is poor 
divinity if not fetched from the word of Gdd ; indeed it is worſe 
than poor, for in truth it is no divinity at all. Then what oo 


comes of all the moral gn in the world? 


| May worthy and ingbnions aivines 1 e the! bet | 
- years of their youth in the ſtudy of mathematics, logic, and 
metaphyfics; and when they go forth from the accademic ſtate 
t inſtru the people, ſtill retaining their early habns, they 
give lectures in the pufpit on divinity to villagers, mechanics, 


and tradeſmen, it a fiyle fimilar to that of an univerſity pro- 


feſſor, talking of angles and triangles, modes and figures, © The 


« poor fiſhermeri of Galilee would not have known what to 
« make of Chriſtianity thus en by: ee Wipe and 


« refiuement.” 


15 N Df; wen rien Phil 5. 5 


7 . 5 KL 12 1 
— 4 wa bet * a _— 1 
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ly oa” 5 + Mark. 16. ; | 
— | « ſpeak 


n 

« freak m word faithfully #329? this is a duty dn. 
| bent on all who profeſs to 0 _ OI in 
enen Lord te 1 i 


| However 


ag To ens 3 3 you be aſiduond 
in cagchlog the principles of the Gg, and of the Goſpel,” not 

as almęſt explained away by modern refoners, but as be truth is in 
* Tyſus, as it is taught by the church, of which you are members, 
| and as you have engaged by your ſubſcriptions and declarations, 
chat you will zeach it yourfehoes. You mult ſer forth the original 

corruption of our naue and our r th the n id 
_ the Divine Spiri. 

The truth, I > IR 505 3 not 3 hy us, have aue 
1 (00 little on theſe deErines in our ſermons, partly from not bav- 
ce ing ſtudied theology deeply- enough to treat them ably and be- 
«  neficially : God grant it may never have been for want of 
cr. * imwardly experiencing F1F„%ꝙ%C 8 


Archbiſhop S Se KEA Fi Charge to irc. 


As nk bas all that i is good in morality, ſo it far 
exceeds it, and accordingly our preaching ſhould be above the 
rate of moral philoſophy. Our divine orator ſhoeld fetch 
not only his ſpeculations and notions, but his materials for prac- 
tice, from the evangelical writings, This he muſt do, or elſe 
he is xo MIN IST IX OP THB NRW TasTaugnT. There is 
plenty of excellent moral diſcourſes from tbe pulpit, urged with 
great art and vigour; but, win this, there never was 

e eee A 
n 2 Dr. — Packet. 


We, (that is the miniſters of the Chriſtian church) do pro 4 
14 . as it were, the meaning of antient prophecies : not 


« make 


* 


However you 100 uade yourſelf,: that vo PRE! 
your „Rev. Brethren, by no means keep back 
« from the people in your preaching any part of 
© the whole counſel of God; any of the peculiar 
« doctrines of our Holy Religion; and that you diſ- 
40 courſe upon theſe with” earneſtneſs and due 
cc zeal”—ſuffer me here to be rather particular, 
and let me remark, that if you had deelared, and 
do now © declare the whole counſel of God,“ 
you muſt preach the ſame effential doctrines which 
adorned and animated the ſermons of your ho- 
nourable and reverend predeceſſor. If you have 
not kept back any of the peculiar doctrines of our 
holy religion, you muſt have preached the doc- 
trines of the croſs; and then you muſt have had 
your lot among thoſe who now differ from you. . 

I tremble when I read that part of your dil. 
courſe where you aſſure us, that your people for 
gears have looked up to you as a diſpenſer of true 
- hnowledge ! On this point I forbear to ſay any thing 
_ perſonal or particular. This, however, I muſt 
yes TN my NO” are too nn; nor can * 


„ make any nerv, but 8 the old wel; take off che veil 
from Moſes's face; find Chrif and the myſteries of the gel 
« under the types of the law ; apply the old prophecies ſo as it 
„ may appear, that the ſpirit of prophecy is the teflimony of 
„ Je8us. And he is the beſt prophet zow, that can do this 


ſ&.” 
— 

— 

® - 


"Wiboh An „arme, in bis Sermon 0 on 4a, x. 16. . Mx: | 


{2 


TW). Ta 
find language krong enough to paint the horror 
of my thoughts, when 1 calculate the value and 
worth of immortal ſouls, and their. dang, of periſh- 
ing for lack of true knowledge: N „ 
Happy would it be for this age Het nation, if 
the clergy would endeavour to imitate the apoſtle 
Paul, and cultivate" that ſpirit of t true 200 and 
devotion, without which no man can be à di | ol 
penſer of true yorledge! He was fervent in ſpirit, 
as well as cogent in argument; when he ſpake the 
Spirit of God attended him. Conviction flaſhed, and 
ſtruck the conſciences of "his hearers, "when he 
preached, though i it might not bave F in 
all of them quietneſs and affurance for ever. L 
The Poet Cowyxx has laid down ſo excellent 
5 2 for preaching, and has given us ſo ad- 
mitable a/ deſcription” of a preacher, that 1 may 
gladly indulge myſelf by the following inſertion.” 
n Would L deſeribe a preacher, ſuch as Paul, 5 5 . 1 | 
Were he on earth, would hear, approve, and On” = 
Paal ſhould himſelf direct me. I would trace 1 
150 Hi, maſter-ſtrokes, and draw from his deſigg. 1 
I would expreſs him ſimple, grave, liveere ; . f 
« In doctrine uncorrupt z in language plain; 1 bi 


AF * 


And plain in manner. Decent, ſolemn, ws, | 
got Aud Haturalin ther ep | Much 8 


* * 2 2 Tt 7 2 * THY * : * fo 


1 
we | 5 2 


2 2 0 « The: office. a the miniſtry is of 45 Nebel . : it 1e 

« a truſt which no language can ſufficiently expreſs; and the 

0e unfaithful a, iſcharge of it, is, of all conditions ; in life, the moſt | 
or $a „Law. En 


cc Himſelf, 


| „ ͤ x” 
e Himſelf, as conſcious of his. awful charges... 5 

5 66 And anxious mainly that the flock he Ws, 2 8 e 
> NJ May fell i it too. Affectionate i in look | n 285 Rs 
And tender in adthrefs, ab well becomes” © 81 5 nh 

a .A merger of pe wgnily . 1 5 11 ok 

8 e ; 

Ws alas! it Ss, 8 truly lamentable, to 1 7 
that there are too, too W 99 N to the 
| W deſeription;— A 
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. Bchoſd the Faelle 5 it ke EY: pl 
** 'The'2bings that mount the roſtrum with à ſkip; 
And then ip den again - pronounce a text, 
1 5 FR Coy, hem; and reading what they never wrote 
: x « Juſt fifteen minutes, huddle up their. work, adangsg 
5 ” And with a vell-bred e cloſe the keene. : ; 5 8 5 


1 
Aa 4 8 % 


Doctor 3 im hie Efay aſl juli. 0 
cation, has the following; obſervations ;;and/as:they 
are applicable to the ſubject in hand, you will, 1 
hops, excuſe me if I inſert chem. It doth not,“ 
he ſays, “ perhaps become, and probably. it would 
e not be ſafe far me to enter into a particular exa- 
ce mination of the manner of preaching” in the 
cc preſent age; and, therefore, my reflections on 
& that ſubject ſhall be very few and general. | 

« What is moſt, obvious in our preſent. fitua- 
e tion, and what ought to affect Chriſtians. with 
e moſt concern, is, the great prevalence of infide- 
_ © lity. This is the more ſurpriſing, that we have 
4 never wanted, and do not at preſent want, many 


3 able and eminent writers to ſtand 3 in defence ; 
; 5 gd | 


ca» 


* of the Goſpel, and refyre, the changeable. and | 
e incopfiſtent. reaſonings of infidels, Whatever 
« form. they wall, from time to time, think, fi to 
e aſſume, and on whatever principles they ſhall pre- 
bf ada int. But, I am afcaid, the beft de- 
e fene of, all is but too much neglected, vin. 
0 TLealous, aſſiduqus preaching the great and un- 
« damenta}..truths, of the goſpel, the 4%, condemned 
* fate of was. by. 1 nature, and the neceſiity. of Pardon 
e through. be we and ee (by. the 
aheteſ bein 2; 3) 
Fhis wauld ks: greater, winds of choſe 
© wha, call chemſclves, by the name of Chet, 
e Chyiſtians,; indeed] and; the viſible efficacy, of 
4 his define}, would he à ſenſible demonſtra- 
* tion. of its truth and divipe original. If theſe 
E truths are not eontradicted, it may be ſafely ſaid, 
te that they are by many kept more out of view than 
e formerly ; and, ſurely, we have no great cauſe to 
boaſt of our improvements in the preaching art, 
cc if its goodneſs is to be determined like that of ment 
6&4 tree, not by its bloſſoms, but 1 its fruits. There 
40 is one obſervation which may ſatisfy us, that the 
e preaching of the croſs of Chriſt will moſt ef- 
i fectually promote real reformation. It is, that 
e thoſe preachers who (to ſay no more) approach 
c neareſt to making our own merit and obedience. 
cc the ground of our acceptance with God, very 
"6 ſeldom, * ever, oY any alarm to the conſci- 
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64 ences 


"C80 


tc ences of their hearers. Let them fecommend 
« ever ſo pure and high, a ſtandard of morals, 


ö c they are heard without fear, and if they preach ele- 
11 gantly, with pleaſure, even by the moſt profligate. 


«To ſuch preachers all vain worldly-minded 

people uſually attach themſelves, where they 
« have not caſt off the very form of religion; but 
* moſt” part of ſerious Chriſtians, together with 


cc profeſſing hypocrites, who cannot eafily be diftin- 


ce guiſhed in this world, always follow preachers of 
e another ſtrain, It is eaſy to ſee the reaſon of this 
© from what has been faid above; there are none 


e who ſet the ſtrictneſs and obligation of the law, 
& the holineſs and juſtice of God, in ſo awful a 


* light, as thoſe who believe there is no ſhelter 
from the ſanction of the law, and the wrath of 
17 an n offended es but TILT: | 5 of Cbriſt.- 


* 


T7 remain , Reverend Sir, 


he i moſt obedient humble ſervants 
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Ts AM not at all furpriſed that the enthufufts are con- 
_ fidered by you“ as cauſing ſchiſm in the church; 
but it is one thing to accuſe them of being. /chi/- 
| matics, and another thing to prove them to be 
"% ſo. The Church of Rome, for inſtance, regards 
you and all proteſtant divines, with their reſpective 
_ congregations, as. ſchiſmatics ; but you will not be 
eaſily convinced that you have been guilty of ſchiſm 
by becoming a prieſt of the *Engliſh Church; or 
that thoſe who diſſent from the Roman communi- 
on are likewiſe guiliy of diffolving that bond of 
= Chriſtian fellowſhip by which,” as you affirm all, 
« as members of the ſame body, the church, over 
« which Chriſt is the head, are ſolemnly united and 
cc held together.” Remove from her, her foreign 
aid and ornaments, vain philoſophy, the traditions 
of men, and the rudiments of the world, and every 
thing that oppoſeth itſelf to the ſimplicity which is : 
in Chriſt, hen to diſſent from her communion would 
be chiſm * „ „ 
0 6 | e 7 Perhaps 
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* On the ſubject of ſchiſm, you have ek Daubeny's 
Ga to Oy Church ; - « the greater pare of which you think 
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'Porkaps. this may a a criterion 8 which to de- 
termine a real ſchiſmatic from one falſely ſo called 
Should any one attempt to ſeparate another ⸗ from 
* the love of Chriſt *;” ſhould any one attempt to 
derogate from the atonement of Chriſt, by inſinuat- 
ing, that his blood was not a perfe& and complete 
ſacrifice for fin, or that he is unequal to the Father 
as touching his god-head, or ſhort of what St. Paul 
deſcribes him to be, © even God over all, bleſſed for 
ever more r; that. man is a ſchiſmatic. Whoever be 
may be, to whom the ordinary influences of the 
Holy Spirit appear as enthufiaſm or fanaticiſm, or in 
other words, and thoſe of the higheſt authority, 
* whoever does deſpite to the Spirit of Grace Þ,” by re- 
jecting his ſecret operation in the work of conver- 
ſion, regeneration, and ſanctification unto the bleſſ- 
edneſs of the life eternal, he alſo is a ſchiſmatic. | 
If I miſtake not, you have confuſed the Church 
of Chriſt and the Church of England together. You 
remark, © that the time will not permit you to en - 
< large upon the fact, undeniable as it is, that in a 
cc religious point of view, thete is a bond of Chriſ- 


«c every friend to the conſtitution, both in church 45 ate, 
would do well to peruſe.” Suffer me, as you eſteem only the 
| greater part of Davzeny 's Guide to be unexceptionable, to - 
refer you to Sir Ricuard HIII's Apology for the Church; the 


whole of which, I conceive, is moſt e ent, and 
evangelical, 


Ken, vill. 35. t 5. = Heb. x. 9. 
F 5 5 rain - 


35 99 1 
#1 tian fellowſhip by which all, 5 mehr of the 


ec fame body, the church over which Chriſt is the 
cc head, ate ſolemnly united and held together; nor 


« ig it eaſy to be conceived. upon what ſufficient 


< plea the breaking of this union can in ſuch a caſe 


ty cc be juſtified,” | 1 1 4 | | 
But how can the union between Chriſt and 1 
Church be diffolved or broken? for if God the 


Father gave the Son ® a church to redeem out of all 
nations, tongues, kindred, and people f; and Chriſt 
has actually purchaſed this Church at the expence 
of his own blood r, and has declared himſelf, that 


they whom the. Father gave him, and for whom he 


died, © Hall never periſh ||,” I defy all the machina- 22 


tions of earth and hell ever to break that union. 


If I am to underſtand you, that Chriſt is the head | 
of the Church of England, and all the members, 1 


good, bad, and indifferent, are the body of Chriſt; 
if you mean to ſay this, you muſt conclude, in ſpite 


of yourſelf, that ſome thouſands of * his body” are 


total ſtrangers to him, that they deſpiſe his goſpel, 


hate his ways, and, awful to tell, apparently die as 
great enemies to the truth as they had lived. This, 


neceſſarily, will make Chriſt's Holy Church a very 
unboly one indeed. It cannot be ſaid in-a ſpiritual 
ſenſe, © that Chrift loveth his Church, and cherifþeth 
uit, it it be merely ſuch a one as you have de- 


* John xvii. 6. 20. 1 Ad. xx. 28. Jobs x. 28. | 
+ Kev. v. 9. | Eph. v.25. pb. v. 29. 
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f ſcribed. The church of which Chrilt is the head, 
muſt be his ſpiritual body, and this St. Paul declares, 


he purchaſed with his oron blood ®.” This church 


_ conſiſts of an innumerable company of faut 285 
: ple, made ſo by the grace of Gd. 
Ins the words of the 19th Article of the Church 
of England, the viſible Charch of Chrift is repreſent- | 
ed to be © a congregation of faithful men, in 
te the which the pure word of God is preached.” — 
Where the pure word of God is not preached, it fol- 
lows, that Chriſt's vibe Church cannot be in that place 
of worſhip, whether it be in the eſtabliſhment or not. 
Mr. Lz1cn, in his Body of Divinity, informs 


us, © that the church in its primary fignifica- 


tion may be defined—a multitude or ſociety of 
faithful men called out of all mankind corrupted, 
e by the miniſtry of the word, according to the 
good pleaſure of God, united as living members 
to Chriſt their head, and in him partaking of 
* 6H grace in this life, and glory, 1 in the life to come, 
to the praiſe of God's. wiſdom, power, and the 
<< riches of his mercy. To believe the Holy Catho- 
Jie Church, is to believe that Chriſt hath a people 


. diſperſed through the world, which are ſanctiſed 


4 by his Spirit, and made a peculiar people. It is 

t the company of ſuch as God doth call out of the 

*«-eftare of ſin and miſery, to the eſtate of grace 
e and d ſalvation.” 5 9 8 


. 1 | 
The valuable author of the Horæ Solttariie, i in bis. 
excellent book called 7 he Church of God, informs us, 
that under the proper notion of a Church, is fig- 
e nified perſons ſpecially called out of, or choſen 
* from the common maſs of the world, or people 
4 for a particular purpoſe. That the words ap- 
e plied to the children of God, denote that they are 
e people peculiarly appointed, and called of God | 
=_ out of the bulk of mankind to be his own por- 
_ © tion; and to obtain everlaſting ſalvation by the 
© means which he has appointed, and affords them 
< according to the good pleaſure of bis will. — a 
v. 25, 26, 27. Ns 
- Biſhop RzynoLbs informs us, that the Hol 
t Catholic Church is the ſpouſe of Chriſt, and 
the body of Chriſt. Caput ef corpus unus eft 
* Chriftus.” He further ſays, * that there can be 
*« no cafe or condition of this church, wherein the 
care of Chriſt ſhall be impotent, or deficient to- 
awards it; wherein he is not able and willing to 
correct, to nouriſh, to inſtruct, to counſel, to 
$6 * comfort, and to provide for it. 
Doctor Knox, in his Chriſtian Philoſophy, has T 
theſe words: © By the Church 1 wiſh to be under- 
* ſtood all thoſe who are united to Chriſt by the 
Holy Ghoſt wherever they dwell, and by whar- 
e ever denomination they are diſtiriguiſhed, The 
«world, in the ſcriptural ſenſe, 18 8 775 od all who | 
are not ſo united.” 
Our great and eminent countryman, Lats Bacon + 
| . 3 5 in 


— * & wt —_— — 
- wt 25 12.049 E = — * 
4 = 


*14 


. 
\ 
1 
* 
7 
- 
o 
= 
* 
„ 
[ * 
SY N 
$6 
3 
* 17 
waz 
* 
4 
Wt 
50 i 
« 
k 
©: ry 
* * n 
. 
* 
"= 
WIC - 
"IS 
4 4 0 
= 
„ 
1 
- 
4 Wo 
is 
: bt 
= 
4 
4 
8 
4 
+ 220 
: p 
5 * ”F 
& 24 
4 
3 
UE. 9 
== K 
4:38 
1 
r 
L "4 v 
ö $ | 
9 
1 
 . £2 
* 
js j 
ba 70 
11 } 
9 


— 
— 
n 


8 
2 ® 7 8 — 
1 n 


8 
33420 N 


— 


2 Ar ˙ rr 
3 * W's. 3 of - 
4 a. os - _ 3 mY 
C = mm ST s = 2 * . | l 
- 4 * N 4 3 
4 —— 


4 


5 5 5 „ 
in his Gonfe Non of Faith, tells us, that. thens'i is an 

- ©. Univerſal or Catholic Church of God diſperſed over 

© the face of the earth, which is Chriſt's ſpouſe, 

„and Chriſt's body; being gathered of the fathers 

44 of the old world, of the church of the Jews, of the 

« © ſpirits of the faithful diſſolved, and the ſpirits of 


e the faithful militant, and of the names yet to be 


“ born, which are already written inthe book of life.” 
The following is the definition of the true 
. Church by the reformed churches of the Low Coun- 
tries: We believe and confeſs one only Catholic 
i $9.08 univerſal Church, which, is an holy congrega- 
« tion of true faithful Chriſtians, looking for all their 
« ſalvation in Jeſus Chriſt, being , waſhed by his 
« blood, and ſanctified and ſealed by his ſpirit. 
4 This church hath exiſted from the beginning of 
4 e theworld, and ſhall endure unto the end thereof; 
« Chriſt being . an eternal king, who cannot be 
e without ſubjects: and this Holy Church is protect- 
ed by God himſelf againſt the rage of all the 
6e world, although it may appear very ſmall, and 
e almoſt extinct to the eyes of men. This Holy 
e Church is not fituated in, nor confined to any par- 
« ticular place, or perſons,” but diſperſed all over 


n the earth, though the members of it are of one 
e heart and of one mind by reaſon of their faith. 
And Archbiſhop UsnER, informs us what are the 
marks and. infallible, notes whereby to diſcern a 
true viſible church, with which we may ſafely join; 
be tells us, that, ee firſt and nine. the truth 
| © of . 


. i of 103 7 „ 
oat: doctrine which is profeſſed, and the e 
preaching. of the word, with a ſincere and con- 

© ſcientious obedient yielding to the word of God.“ 

| Naw where this 1s not. done, it is plain, in a 
certain ſenſe, that it is not the viſible Church, and 
therefore thoſe who ſecede from ſuch a church, 1 
undoubtedly have a learned and pious OE 
on their fide, who would juſtify them for joining 


| themſelves to one in which the word of God is fin» | 


0 cerely preached. 

That well-compoſed form of prayer, which diſ- 
| ringuiſhes the Church of England above all others, 
and which has been conſidered by ſome of the moſt 
learned and beſt of men, to be « one of the fineſt com- 
5 poſitions i in the world, is, perhaps, moſt abuſed and 
leaſt underſtood, by many who pretend to be its 
greateſt advocates and admirers. Alas! how many 


are there who mutter it over with ſo much coolneſs _ 
and indifference, * that though they render unto | 


« the Lord the accuſtomed ſervice of their lips, their 


* hearts are far from bim.“ How many are there, 


who reft ſatisfied with having been baptiſed, and 
brought up as the rubric directs, and who think to 


purchaſe heaven by a decent and regular attention 


to one continued round of duty, which ordinarily 


- conſiſts i in reading the pſalms and leſſons for the : 
day; a uniform attendance at the pariſh church *, 


A anda conſtant Nene of the Sacrament rer 
a 5 KEE. > ; | | | 2 4 | it 


* The. F of but too many "who attend at ; their pariſh | 


= , ren, to NNE moral lectures, and n eſſays, can 


8 hardly 
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it may be adminiſtered, and upon the whole, a de- 
portment and behaviour by no means offenſivę to 
morality, without conſidering, that as all have 
ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God, the con- 
: ſequence of fin muſt be death eternal, unleſs they 
have fled to Jeſus Chriſt, depending entirely on his 
righteouſneſs to juſtify them before God, and his 
blood to waſh them from that guilt and pollution 
Which is the inheritance of * 7 and daughter 
of Adam. | 
Some years ago, | 1 had the oeefittgptivn to be- 
lieve, that a mere attention to the forms of devo- 
tion was the only thing required of me; and if 1 
appeared at church on Sundays, it would emanci- 
pate me from the fins I had previouſly committed, 
and that all would be well ; thus, for a long time, 
1 endeavoured to ſatisfy my conſcience, without 
conſidering the nature of a church, or whether I 
was in deed and in truth, ** a member of Chriſt, a child 
, God, and an inberitor of the kingdom of heaven *,” 
neither did I concern myſelf with the ſpiritual mean- 
iog of the creed or the prayers which I had offered 
up in common with the reſt of the pariſhioners; I. 
had ſatisfied myſelf, that I was a member of the 
Church of e but the abſolute neceſſity of 


hardly be conceived. The exhortation of our bleſſed dns 
to ſuch, Take heed how you hear, is altogether ſuperfluous, neither 
is it of much conſequence to them what they hear, ſo as the Plain, 

r e of the Croſs are not inſiſted v reps 1 8 | 


® See Church Catechiſm, „ 
being 


4 | EY 
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1 being of Chriſt's ſpiritual rule never babe 


to me; and at that time, the idea of being united to 
Chriſt by a true and livipg faith, and of being enabled 
by his grace, to truſt my everlaſting all with him, 
would have ſounded in my ears as enthafaſm and 


 fanaticiſm, ©* or by whatever other name the ſame 


s thing may be ſignified. Never can I be ſufficient 


ly thankful to the God of all grace, who has not only | 


been pleaſed to ſhew me my danger, but has con- 


ducted me to Chriſt, as my only ſhelter from the 


| ſtorm of contending and ſinful paſſions, as my only 


tower of defence from the 7 of a e 


ing God! 


« Happy would it be for us all, ” as you 
obſerve, © could we dwell together, like brethren, 
« as men of one mind in one houſe of God: but 
this is not at all likely to be the. caſe as long as our 
ſentiments on theology are ſo oppoſite. It is not 
at all our wiſh to poſſeſs your ſentiments ; but 
ſuffer us, without any arrogance or preſumption, to 


hope and truſt that we have been taught to believe 


and to embrace the truths of God, and with the ut - ö 


- moſt Chriſtian charity and fervor, we deſire to offer up 


our prayers as a body that you may poſſeſs them too. 
At firſt fight, one might ſuppoſe, that as you 


proceed in your diſcourſe, you highly compliment 


the Church of England, when you ſay, that its 
4 fituation is like that of the zemperate zone in which 
«* our own climate is placed, that it is equally re- 
moved from heat or cold in either extreme; but 


5 6 2 


/ 


. 
is it not rather unfortunate, that that well-xnomm 
paſſage in the Revelations has eſcaped your notice, 
which records of the Church of Laodicea, that it 
1 was erat ily lukewarm, neither hot nor cold? ©* So then,, 
ſaith our Lord, making uſe of the ſtrongeſt expreſſion 
of diſguſt in ſcripture, ** becauſe thou art lukewarm, 
t and neither cold nor hot, I will sPUs thee out of my 
8 « mouth e., God forbid that the recording angels 
| ſhould be obliged to write ſuch bitter things againſt 
the Church of England! Has ſhe more than once 
been delivered from the Popiſh yoke, under which 
the groaned for ages? and does ſhe. Prove her 
5 thankfulneſs to the Lord for all his mercies, by 
being neither hot nor cold in his ſacred ſervice? Has 
ſhe been reſcued from the violence and fiery zeal of : 
_ thoſe who in the laſt century trackpled upon her 


| ordinances, perſecuted her prieſts, and overthrew. 


her altars ? and does ſhe manifeſt her thankfulneſs 
to the Lord for this diſtinguiſhing inſtance of bis 
5 mercy , by an indifferent inſipid ſpirit of Iukewarnineſs ? 
It is an excellent remark of St. Auſtin, zhat 
*. there i is no love where there i is no zeal, and what cares 
* God for heartleſs followers, that are led only by exam 

go. * and FR, 8 Admirable too is the e of 5 


T 


* Revelation in. 14. IS, 1. 


F This is not ee as any reflection upon the Puritans as a 
body, but merely to affirm, what the moſt moderate of all parties 
muſt confeſs, that the conduct of many of them was not guided 
by Pn. and that the Zeal * mw” Was not 7 to Ene. 


K - 


8 1. e Doctor Younc, vhs he 4 
his abhorrence of a diſpoſition ap of qa cf 3 
55 on the ſubject of religion— | | 


6 Oh ye cold - hearted, frozen, formalids1* 
* On ſuch a theme tis impious to be calm; 
_ «© Paſſion is reaſon, tranſport temper, here. 
_ « Shall Heav'n, which gave us ardour, and has „n 
1 8 Her own for man ſo ſtrongly, not diſdain 4 
* « What ſmooth emollients in theology, : | 
1 Recumbent virtue's downy doctors preach— - 
That proſe of piety, a lukewarm praiſe ? 
« Riſe odours ſweet from incenſe uxinflam'd! _ 
ED i Devotion, when lukewarm, is undevoutz _ ' , * i 
% But when it glows, its heat is truck to Heav'nz _ x 
„To human hearts her golden harps are ftrung— _ 
« High Heav' n's Orcheſtra chants amen to man 1 55 * 


| 1 totally agree with you, ** that it muſt be deenied: 
e A matter of regret, that at any time the church 
& ſhould be deſerted :” but, alas! who are gene- 
nerally moſt to blame, the miniſters or the people, 
whenever a ſeparation takes place between them? 
* We have, ” ſays Archbiſhop Secxzr, in one of 
his epiſcopal charges, we, the clergy, have in fact, 
A loſt many of our people to ſectaries, by not 1 
ing ſu wfficiently evangelical. „ | 
Jou go on by ſaying, that it is to be IRR 
_ ed, that any ſhould ſuffer themſelves to be 
8  <-wrought upon ſo as to forſake the Church.“ 1 
| will only venture to ſay upon this ſentence, chat 
_ the major part of thoſe who ſeceded from your 
| Church, at leaſt thoſe whom I have the plea· 
| 1 


dee 


- 
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ure of 8 were influenced RR the beſt of 
- motives, and ſuch as have already been ſufficiently 
explained, And our opponents would do well to 
attend to an apoſtolical exhortation, which would 
recommend them to take heed, leſt there be in any 
of them an evil heart of unbelief, or left they ſuffer 
themſelves, © by any means , to be wrought upon, 
and beguiled, from the ſimplicity | which is in 
—ĩ 


- 


Ia, Reverend Sit, 


Four moſt obedient humble Servant, 


* 
* * 3 


LETTER xX. 
| Revenand sin, 


You proceed to recdinjmand to thofe YL Aen. 
from you in opinion, to adopt in their e con- 
duct © leſs vehemence and more candbur; and may | 
they not with propriety recommend the ſame piece 


. \ 


oF: 


To 
1 . to you? 2 In your Diſpaſfionate Equity 5 
you have diſcovered greater vehemence, and leſs 
cCuandour, againſt thoſe you are pleaſed to call enthu- 
 fiaſts, than in any diſcourſe I ever read; however, 
I have no doubt, but this will be among thoſe - 
things which are to work together for the good 
« of the Church of Chriſt * ;” and be a means of 
* adding to that Church +” part of © thoſe which 
«are to be ſaved.” This idea reminds me of an ob- 
ſervation which your worthy predeceſſor once made, 
and which I know to be a true one, © that the 
ce more their adverſaries ſpoke againſt thoſe the 
« world has been pleaſed to diſtinguiſh as merbo- 
«© Adiſts and enthuſiaſts, the more the church of God 85 
« would flouriſh ; and for an obvious reaſon, be- 
ec cauſe it often led people to read their Bibles 
cc in earneſt, and cauſed them to think ſeri- 
- * ouſly upon the doctrines they contained. A 
d curioſity would be often raiſed to hear the 
very preaching they heard ſo much ſpoken 
<<. againſt; and the Lord by applying the word to 
é their hearts, and | ſetting them free from -the 
« ſhackles of mere morality, would cauſe them to 
© believe and embrace the glorious truths which 
40 by nature they were quite ignorant of :” and this 
ſentiment 1 confirmed by ſtill higher authority 
« that the more the children of Iſrael (or God's 
— 85 N were afficted, the more They multiplied 


. 


* 1 viii. 28. e M5 Wh 47. 
* Woh | = 


* 


: 35 
„„ -- 0000 4 
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: had grew #®,” At all events, tze the die 


concerns of eternity, when it reſpe&s a declaration 
of the terrors and mercies of the Lord, by 
% which,” ſays the Apoſtle, we perſuade men, 
is more excuſable than to be vebement in mat- 
ters of: leſs, or, perhaps, no effential impor- 
tance. It would by no means be conſiſtent with 
a Chriſtian character to ſuffer his candour to paſs 
the bounds of Chriſtian moderation — But the can- 
' dour of a blinded world is, to hope the beft of all, let 
their ſentiments on theology be ever ſo heterodox . 
This is not the candour of thoſe who have been 


convinced of fin, and have found that in Cbriſt 
„ there is ſalvation, and in none other . What 
you conjecture may be true in ſome inſtances, 


„that there are thoſe who uſe all their influence, 


„ and all the means in their power, to ſeduce away 


© congregations from their regular and appointed | 
« paſtors.” But no one has attempted, I believe, 
to ſeduce any of your congregation from your 


church. I have no doubt but that thoſe who 


_ 8 from 1 It, did 0 aa their own accord, 


| Ersch. . 

1 Go to your paraſitical preachers, that have foothed you up 
in your fins, (** and ye loved to have it ſo, ) or, at beſt, have 
ſhot off a few pop · guns only againſt groſs fins, and licked you 
Whole again preſently, with © 7 hope better things of. you, ny 


ee _ 1 thus Wy . | 
5 Trary 's Commentary. 


1 5 


0 111 15 

ing been. —_ by the beſt of teachers (h 
Holy Ghoſt) to hunger and thirſt after righte- 
„ ouſneſs . Alas ! they hungered, but there was 

no one to feed them; they thirſted, but there was 
no one to give them drink; and, therefore, with 
general conſent, each one for himſelf,” they 
proceeded to ſearch after the bread of life, and the 
waters of ſpiritual conſolation. © They cried unto _ 

© the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered 
4 them out of their diſtreſs . He ſent them a 
wiſe man, learned in the things of God, “ and 
ce ho ſpeaks forth the words hs truth and ſober- 

CT” 

14 mutt ſay with you, 60 that though edifices | 
i vere to be erected in any place, yet, if the cor- 
« ner-ſtone of each of thoſe edifices be not laid in 
1 charity,” it is nothing, 1 acknowledge with 
| you, that if any thing delivered in any of theſe edi- 
fices, be with a deſign either to depreciate other 
teachers, or to allure away other hearers; or, if 
what is there ſaid © be thus oppoſite to the true 
« ſpirit and character of. evangelical charity, how- 
s ever noi and loud ; however carrying with it 
„ the 


Mar. v. 6. . Pſaln cvil. G. 1 4 xxvi. 23. 
S8 Some people are extremely averſe to what they are pleaſed 
to call “ noi and land preaching, by which they frequently 
mean an animated and ſpirited delivery; thus, many who have 
e a tame, men, 1 9 0 preacher, fancy to themſelves, 
. | 5 gc” tho 


„ 7 112 3 1 
85 0 * appearance of more difintereſted earneſt⸗ 


* neſs and greater zegl,” it is nothing; but hs 
real miniſters of the Goſpel do not act upon ſuch 


; bats et Bp as theſe, They en — mw * 


20. ig: 8 the Pythiin priefieſs ox the 1 


when, perhaps, they hear one who, being conſcious of the great 
and important charge he has undeftaken, ſpeaks as though he 


Fall what he ſpake, reaſons as if himſelf had been convinced | 
that the traths he taught were neceſſary to the. preſent and ever- 


laſting ſalvation of thoſe who heard him; and exborts, as if 


the happineſs of his congregation was involved in his owb, 


However oi and laud ſome preachers may be, the candid 


hearer might frame an excuſe, at leaſt, when he conſiders, that . 


in the days of the Prophet Iſaiah, it was the command of the 
Moſt r cry aloud, and ſpare not 3 to lift ap the vvite like a 


* erumpet “ and, afterwards,” to the Prophet Exekiel, „ Thur = 


« © ſaid the Lord, Smite with thine hand, and flamp with thy foot 


vor can it be forgotten, that the Prophet Joel was commanded 5 
4 10 blow the trumpet in Zion, and ſound an alarm. Neither can 


it be conceived that the Apoſtles, if we ſuit the word to the b 


action, and the action to the word,” choſe to adopt a coo! and N 
aiſpaſinate delivery when they ng Ins us and the we. | 


« reftion.” 
And, ſurely, our RN 3 may ealily juſtify weir . 5 


and energy when fired (like thoſe of old) with à love of ſouls, 
If they lift up their voice, and e aloud to the unrepenting 
and miſerable ſinners around them, © Awake to righteouſneſs, and 
fn not.” Strictly ſpeaking, a preacher cannot be careliſi anjdd 
luleauarm in the diſcharge of bis profeſſional duties, particular- 


ly in his addreſſes from the pulpit, when he reflects with an old 


writer, “ that a natural man is like one that hangs over a deep 


*« pit, by a {lender cords, with one m_ and is ng the | 


5 — 


know . 


an e eg my I preach «ay 


böte Geckfiner kan hots rich 4% WE" ra 
Evangelical doctrines of the” cro , however d, 


& 


elegant, ' modefats'®*; and e they” will 1 pri 
theit hearers nothing. ene alge 
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n of a moderate divine, which I haye exttaged, with ſamè i ẽW 


alterations, and exceptions, from. the, Qhrifſian EDN for 
379% t 
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. * {1 & * : 
A Ahab. Divine 4 one 3 29 as a very e hv 1 Eh 


2eal' ft the glory of God, or fatvatich Hos Feng rr ** 


Modirals Divine: contents Himſelf view a" very moderate 


labour in his Maſter's vingyard.) i bil 


A Moderate Dipine is $99 heli and rahonel to, 2 | 


credit. to the antiquated- articles and homihes of che Wn 4 | 
of Eng land 3 and, there: ore, | he ſeldo | quotes th hem, I . 
155 en 


ſhow 15 contempt of them, or 'torture the eir mea aning. ” 


A Moderate Divine is always very calm and bs in his pul- 


pit harangues, except: when he is preaching Againſt: Qalviniſm | 


and, its advocates x, and then. ſometimes,, a Moderate Divine 
loſes all his moderation, 0 


12 14g 4 204 1184 1 1 Ty 2 id I, 
A. Moderate Divines is u 


ually an advocate for almoſt ſorts'of 


aſſemblies, " exeept 'retf ious" ones; ; and Re tiinks no name too 
bad for [thoſe who äffümble to ſpend dnlV6br OE 


and reading the Scriptures. . 


, Tneſhort, a Moderate Divine is ſuch, as that; ir wur 


great and good Reformer had been awarg of the miſchief which 


eie, . come upon the Church from ſuch mederatiop,! they 
might with propriety have ended one of the Petitiops che 


Liturgy thus :=* From all falſe doctrine, . Vale. 


« and from all Moderate Divine, 5 
eee 15 #2 . 40 Good Lord, deliver Hs? p Js 
| e With 
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ET „ 
Wb reſpect to the miniſters. of the Goſpel, =: 
207 men have the love of God to actuate their 1 
preaching, and their conduct in general, theſe. are 
doubtleſs to be preferred to all others; indeed, 
common obſervation informs us, that as far as we 


can judge of the principles of the unawakened 


5 clergy from their actions, it is the love of the 
world, the love of pleaſure, the love of eaſe, the 
love of gain, the love of ſelf, and the love of pre- 
ferment, that ſets all their ſprings in motion ®.— 
But, hope, they will recollect that very ſoon they 
muſt give up their accounts to God, and it will 
de well if their principles are then founded on a 
ſolid baſis; for if they are not, it will be very little | 
ſatisfaction to them, to have fared ſumptuouſſy 
ber day, and to have lived in abundant proſpe- 
_ rity, if at that awful 12150 they are found enemies 
ee and his Chriſt. tie ts | 
It is an obvious truth, . that chokes: kt honour 
« „ God, them will he honour, and they that de- 
e ſpiſe him ſhall be lightly eſteemed +,” _ 99 
„ If any man ſerve me,” ſays Chriſt, let him 5 
45 * follow *. and where 1 am re ſhall alſo: my | 


bete who are nents alovilt ty the Holy Gho8; ind 
ao run into the Miniftry without a Miſſion from God, «© come to 
'«« Chriſt,” ſays Biſhop Burnet, * for the loaves, &c.” See 
Th oct of the OI ee . 5 


„ ben. l. 50. 


5 8 


Qs * 


. 1 be if any man ſerve me, kim will al . 
« Father honour *; and thus ſaith the Lord, 
= by his Prophet Jeremiah, „Let not the wiſe 
man glory in his wiſdom, neither let the mighty 
2 man glory in his might, let not the rich man 
glory in his riches t But let him that glorieth ; 
„ glory in this, that he underſtandeth and knowath 
% me then the pale hand of death may ſtrike 
the "_ Salvation is 88 . dut if we die with 


. Jobn xi Xii. 88 5 "> Jud in. 8 23. 2 5 
| % The followers of the Lawb ſeem pleaſed, and and. 
6 at their laſt gaſp. God's everlaſting arms are underneath 
their fainting heads. His Spirit whiſpers peice and conſolation 
to their conſciences. In the ftrength of theſe heavenly ſuccours, 
| they quit the field, not e, but nen with Ee? 8 
of immortali r. | 
And now they are gone. The firaggſes of reludiant nature are 
over. The body ſleeps in death ; the ſoul liunches into the i in- 
* vilible Kate. But who can imagine the delightful ſurprite, when 
they find themſelves e e NT n * 
eveeping fran, | 
Ho ſecurely bs ving 0 way, aka through 1 
5 worlds, under the conduct of thoſe celeſtial guides! The vale 
of tears is quite loſt, Farewel, for ever, the realnis of woe, and 
range of malignant beings! They arrive on the frontiers of i in- 
. felicity. They * are come to the city of the liviag 
* God:“ while a voiee ſweeter than moſie in bet ſofteſt 
ſtrains 3. ſweet as the harmony of hymning ſeraphims, eongra- 
N ralates their arrival, and beſpeaks their admiſſion: 10 Luft up your | 


ee Adults; vel re . 
Hs e "00 


74 


* 


F 
out à Spiritual acquaintance witch God; 18 recon- 


tiled tous IT eternal: ruin muſt inevitably 


ene n demons! mige cid vo 


_ vicAgaing® Youdiffer a lui in ſome fe points froth 
us; but it will not be difficult to prove,. tllat you 
differ from us in many great points; yet with that 


Kind of charity wiſh ever tö reprobate, you 


hope, at laſt, to meet together at the ſamè end of 
the journey.“ It is my wih; ast muehi as dt Can be 


yours, that we may meet at alt 1 in the fame world 


5 of endleſs Joy afid” peace ; yet it malt never be al- 
Joe" that characters böfft ing feptimepts "#3 $p- 


tithe polite © 52& 20013; A es Dowd ati 16: 122 3k 
On 


te ever, can trie at the, end ok the fame jour: 
. you, term ait, vols Their ſentiments a to 


| ithe eſentials of: their Oreed "correſpond." Ty be 


ſure, in one ſenſe, we may meet at the End 5 


{+ as 191 


* Je j 2 7 5 
| face journe * and ibis may e Münte 


8 nn J. be 


the. 5 "the. len virgins, Plaz = Thy : 
Fi we of chern, were wiſe, and: five. fooliſhvw>The 
wiſe are ſaid to have taken oil in their lamps, 


the oil of race as welt as the Tatip"6f* prefer. 
Fonz ? and When 4. the" brides room came, t hey 


1 mf | 
481 14681 wi SI 4 nn % 


« were ready; they v went Jn, with him to "tbe, mar- 


| « riage 3 ang the door vas put. The faoliſhvirgins 


hadd alſo a lamp of profeſſion; but; alas! nonè-ef the 
oil of Face: they profefſed'ts belſeye, Bur they 


12827 


believed not to the {a faying « ok, the foul... Both. the 
wile and the Filth. attended.on, the, bridegroom, 
| e aaa to the-marriage. The wife 


700 i entered, 


eq. 
| entered, and the door 20s ; ſhut. The fooliſh at the. 
: approach of the bridegroom were not ready; at 
length, however, they came and ſolicited entrance, 
Lord, Lord, open unte us: Werily 1 ts unto 
95 you,” faith he, © I know you not.“ 5 
A perſon may profeſs religion, but if regenerat- 
ing grace is not the principle upon which he acts, 
and by wbichihe edis, his profeſſion willhs 
mers hy poeriſy,, rr en bog was! a 
lt is not e fag Re 3508 
5 ts that makes a. ſcholar, but the inward habits of 
the mind; ſo it: is not putting on an outward. 
7 cloak- of profeſſiqn. that makes a Chriftiany bit the 
FORTE of the. acute 4 fegt os 2 0 
1507 bu 4 . 9 ae | Mazon's Remains» 


"The light of the; mere. 1 however bright 
and clear i it may now burn 5 will gradually diminiſh 
until it be loft | in darkneſs; 7 that of the regenerated 
| Cory, 1 ſhines: more and more unte the perfect 


SITY 
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Vie can a longer Hebel the "enthuſiaſt Ui - 


1% x6 3 178717 


fer. a Tate, from you in ſome. few points, bur muſt 


confels t that they differ greatly from. you in many 
ee in Many way: weighty ones Tt00,\75.5 4 


eint of 07 xs. 7 Atti «net 6 VINCI augigt! 


28 git. ied, AN Reverend Sir, 4 vo * de * 18 0 bi oy 
09.9 Vor moſt obedient bafttle Seryant, 
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a * Ss to „ thoſe ab o differ any 
vou leſs vehemence and more candour, you proceed 
to recommend to your Reverend Brethren '©* leſs in- 
* difference and more zeal;”” and well you may, for 

there is, I fear, great need for this advice to many 

of them at this day, ſince their indifference, as it 
reſpects the ſpiritual and eternal welfare of their 

_ congregations, muſt be obvious to all; and their 

want of zeal in the cauſe of God, is but too appa- 

rent. Let me hope, it you are deſirous they ſhould 
have more zeal, it is a zeal, according to know- 
ledge, that zeal which might tend to abaſe the crea- 
ture, exalt the Saviour, and promote holineſs. Then 
would Gad not leave himſelf without a witneſs 
7 0 ſe 9 convince them that they were of 
„ a truth 


3 ne tan fame thts en e 
| religious converſation, whether he had any ſeals to his miniſtry ; 
or, in other words, any proofs of the efficacy of his preaching ? 
His anſwer ien Went jt e * 
| into people's s hearts,” | 

| 3 hah we. 
: W W manifeſt a loye for thoſe things 
which | 


If 


up 4 90 „ 


E n called of God, and moved by the Holy. | 
Ghoſt, to enter as workmen into the ſpiritual vine- 


| yard; they would live to the glory of God, by ma- 
nifeſting to the world in their conduct, the reality 


of that religion they embrace. You obſerve, that 1 
too many who think not with you, are always 


watching narrowly, and are ready at all times, to 
„ magnuify the failings of your order, and are apt, 
-« indifcriminately, to affix upon the whole body 
© the little faults or indiſcretions of any of its 
© members.” But there is much reaſon to con- 
clude, that your order is more particularly 


watchful over the conduct of the enthuſiaſts as 
you call them, and invidiouſly induſtrious | to 
| ſeek after cauſe of offence againſt them, than 
they are to do or ſay any thing to the prejudice 
of the clergy, But I cannot diſmiſs this part of 
your diſcourſe, wherein you ſpeak of © the le 


«< faults and indiſcretions of any of the members of 
your order,” without remarking, (and facts will 
ſpeak for themſelves), that ſome of your Re- 
verend Brethren, who ſhould be conſidered as ex- 
amples. to their flocks, are but too notorious not 


for their little, but their great faults, for vices and 


T crimes, which grokily x violate the laws of * 


which . nature As hated ! and l a reformation has | 
taken place in the outward conduct and converſation of thoſe 


who were 10 loyers of oy more » than Jovers of God.” 3 
| H . 
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OST EST 


hols | God, can, iy a Ji e one; z, every, act, boy eyer 
_ Wer it may appear i in the ry of men, when com- 
15 mitted bh. an infinitely holy 0 muſt be! in- 


44.7, 
| finite a 
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„The ri not wean, unles this deſeriptian of charac- 
ters, to include Mr. Exxz, Whoſe moral, ſocial; and domeſtic 
Urtues, he has every reaſon tc to regard as exem plary and amiable. 


, - {The Philoſopher may admire the urbane manners, and e ä 
. leiſure of an Engliſn prieſt ; but the xeligioniſt muſt feel that it 
OT accelerates the decreaſe of Chriſtianity, The aſtoniſhment of a 
foreigner i is hardly conceivable, when he is told, that theſe men in 
black, who dance at balls, who empty their bottle, in'a word, who 
3 ive like other met: are the clergy. The erudition, the gene- 
. the, — which, I have witneſſed) in prieſts of che 
F᷑sgliq Church, make me deplore, from the bottom of my heart, 
that ruin to which, 1 hehold i it pfaſteniog. - | 1 cannot think. their 
manners compatible with their 1 revenues; theſe are their own, but 
thoſe belong to the people. 1f 1 peak freely; I crave excuſe, it 
is from grititude- for virtues to Aich Lam indebted; and 1 
would warn the. elergy to provide againſt e cataſ- 
' zrophe of their fortunes. 1 wy \ OH K 5} ; Tis +4 
F Bo FRE! 8 Eſſair Here Politique G. 


5 


* este ſin, heck it never ſo ſmall, is a tranſgreſſion of the law 

of God ; it is either a direct tranſgreſſion of the law of God, or 

0 it wants conformity to it, and being ſo, it hath the curſe of the 

So Jay belonging. to it. Gal. iii. 10. Curſed. is every man. that 
« continueth not in all things. aubich « are written in the book of i the 


6 " law, to a thin,” And ome the curſe of the law i is, Chriſt hath x 
WOE N Hz e . 


* 


n 77 
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_ You ſay. (ſpeaking of the clergy). & that if thr. 
1 become cold and careleſs, languid and _indif- 
1 ferent, the regard that ſhould attend upon their 
8. e will quickly be no more.“ . 


_ This is moſt true, that unleſs you and 6 your. | 


« order“ exert yourſelves, and by. thoſe very 
means you now condemn, obtain that aal which i is. 

according to knowledge, and | by v which you-wnl ber 
come more vebement againſt ſin and error in your 
preaching, and more earneſt and powerful to defend 
the doctrines of the groſs, you can never, altoge - 
ther, gain the reſpect and attention you could wiſh. 
For, to uſe your own words, ce it is impoſſible that 


5 dignity can reſide with! impropriety of conduct. 
Vou go on by faying, that if a ſpiritual workman. 
would « wiſh to ſee the ſuperſtructure of religious 
« purity, as far as his province reaches, riſe up under 


be his bands fair and beautiful, it is for bim to lay 


* a ſuitable foundation. This remark i is truly evan- 


gelical; to build for eternity, without laying a ſuit- 
able foundation, is the higheſt mark of folly and ig- 
norance. And other foundation can, uo man lay, than 
cc that re hic is laid, which is JEsus Cuxisr * If 


this be allowed. to be the mY fure foundation, ir, is 


OE 


Palle taught, Matthew xxv. „ 413 eyen bell fir 10 | prepared f for 


the devil Age his 1 
eee UI 9" Row on Waben vil. page yh 


ger. li. 11. Hatthew v. aui. - - Matthery vii. 24, 28. 
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| | the moſt ridiculous ching in the ae to ſeek Me 
2 — another; for ſays our blefſed Lord, Aud though 
heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, yet not one Jot or 
nile of thewwords be ſpale ſhall ever paſs away. Who- 
_ ** ſhever, therefore, heareth theſe ſayings of mine, and 
e goeth them, I will liken him to a wiſe man, which 
built his houſe on a rock, (or good foundation,) and the 
4 rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and 
© heat upon that houſe, and it fell not; for it was founded 
4 on @ rock *,” This alludes to the ſame foundation 
which God hath laid in Zion, and the apoſtle in 
1 Cor. x. 4, ſpeaking of the Iſraelites, tells us, that | 
they drank of the ſpiritual rock that followed them, 
and that rock was Chrif ; and woe be to any man 
who attempts to build for eternity on any thing 
elſe. But, fearful of extending this work beyond 
the limits of my plan, I muſt haſten to notice that 


extraordinary part of your diſcourſe, where you tell 


us, © that in the latter days there ſhould be here- 
* ſies, that the time ſhould come when men would 
© not endure ſound dofirine (or a form of ſound 
* words), but would heap to themſelves teachers.” 
You have taken this paſſage as bearing teſtimony, 
_ againſt the enzbuſiaſts, as you call them; but it may 
be no great difficulty to prove, that the apoſtle. | 
meant a very different order of men. If we attend 

a little to the Pome in queſtion, we ſhall diſcover. 


7 * 9 22 vii, . 25. 


(nz 5 
| ers dom the apoſtle has delise- 


ed. 2 e N 5 
Te wards: to bi! you more deen al- 


1 are theſe, © For the time will come, when they 


will not endure ſound dodtrine, but after their own © 
1 Jufts ſhall they heap to themſelves teachers.” Here 
Jou flop, for reaſons beſt known to yourſelf; but 


the apoſtle goes on to deſcribe who they are that 
heap to themſelves teachers: they are thoſe « who 


vill not endure ſound doctrine, having itching ears; 
. and they ſhall turn away their ears fromthe x 
4 zruth, and ſhall be turned unto fables®.” Theſe are 
characters ſimilar to thoſe mentioned in Iſaih; 
ec 2ybich ſay to the feers, See not, and to the prophets, | 


„ Propbeſy not unto us right things ; ſpeak unto us 


_ ſmooth things, propheſy deceits, Get you out of. the ; 


* 2way, turn afide out of the path, cauſe the holy One of 
6 Tfrael to ceaſe from before us in In the old Bibles 


the text runs thus: Speak unto us flattering things, ; 8 


1 10 propheſy errors, or ſpeak to us agreeably to our 


c bumours.” Theſe are they whom St; John de- 


' ſcribes © as hating the light, neither do they defire to 


come to the light, left their deeds ſbould be reproved.*” 


But ſurely, a woe is pronounced on thoſe who 

propheſy ſmooth things, to lull their hearers aſleep 
in their fins, or to flatter the confidence of the 
NOIR. they _— be indeed highly acceptable to 


p 2 Tim iv, Þ 4. Yai 8 80 11. Jeremiah v. 30, 31. 
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a world, but what gan they erpect ſrom God : 
but the doom of perfidy and falſehood 2 Hein 
8 But no- let me ſet before you, in order, thoſe . 
75 A e d the apoſtle requires us to notice 
as turning from the truth and turning unto fables; = 
«-This" Auottn alſo, bat in the laſi days purilous times 
4. hall come, on men b (the ſame identical men) 
which would not endure ſound . docttine, but were 
10 turns Hun the rrulh unrd fables; theſe very; men 
St. Paul marks out tf ar loher , their: own ſelves, 
at. covetdus; bogſtert, ' proud, Blaſphemtrs, unt huntful, 
cc n "Without, natural affeltion, truce· brealers :, 
s fulſe accuſers, incontinent, flerce, deſpiſers of thoſe that 
e art good" traitors, beudy, high minded, lovers of plea- 


, frei nbrr than lover f God, bavinꝑ u form of god- 
lines; but denying ibe power thereof; from ſuch 
c unn arpgy :! it is the command of an apoſtle, and 

it is che duty of a true Chriſtian to obey it. Again, 

they are repreſented das ever: leurning but never 


able in come to the knowledge of lle truth 3 fbꝶ U, 


— 


"oof the truth; men of corrupt minds,” And reprobaue 60 
K cerning the faith" theſs' are evil nen and ſeducers, 


«© aid they call wax 0 antl\worſe, deceiving a 
« being deceived ; Hum tbeſt, all who rsill live godly'in 
t Chrift Feſus, muſt juſſer penſetubion And now let 
85 we e to Foy unprejadieed perfon; dhe Wieoti: 
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22 2 Tim, Ill, 1, &. 
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tan). 


Vverſant with» „ 
donduct of men, Whether thöſe te whom you have 


alluded, as not enduring ſousd de 


rine; „and heaßp- 


ing to themſelves teachers: are not diametfically p- 

Poſte frams thoſe to him the! apofffe- Hed; 

andiahem he Bas diſtingwiſhed as turning theit 
ears from the truth and turning to fab. 
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Vous Patience wolter fzafiy Exhsülled- * 
hearing ſo much of "what * You term euthaſaſu or 
| Faniticifm forced upon vol? chis, however, ſhall 
de tlie laſt lette® ith which'T Mall trouble you on 
the ſubject of your Diſpatifonare Enquity ; and be- 
nere mez Thad not fo ng ſolicited 88 attention, 
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C 126 * : 
could [ haye uvoided noticing FIN eccents either in 
your, diſcourſe, which, while the) ſeem to many 


only as bold invective and ſarcaſm levelled againſt - 


2 party, they appear to others as looſe and: ſcattered 


weapons, which thoſe who are unwiſh and anlearn» : 5 | 
ed in the ſcriptures, might vield, and exerciſe 5 


their own deſtruftion... + 2; IAB week; 
Suffer me. to return you my thanks as an — 9 5 
vidual, and you have a juſt claim on the applauſe . 
of every true and diſintereſted ſon of he church, 
for an exhortation you thought it nece ary to give 
the clergy ; ; an exhortation which could never have 
been given out of ſeaſon, bur is moſt particularly 
ſeaſonable at the preſent criſis; an exhortation _ 
which recommends them to redouble their zeal in 
the good cauſe of . pure un perverted religion.” 
| You have not defined what you would require 
us to underſtand by pure and unperveried religion 3 
but I take it for granted, you allüde to the doc- 
trines of the Croſs, the Chriſtian Ins the reli- | 
gion of a deſpiſed Jeſus 
If this be your meaning, perhaps no order of 5 
men can be found, who are more remarkable for 
their. zeal, and more indefatigable in the cauſe of 
pure unperverted religion, than thoſe very people 
whom you now cenſure as enthuſiaſts or fanatics; 
and even to theſe your advice will be highly ac- 
1 ceptable and received with becoming reſpe& and 
N attention, for the moſt. faithful and zealous among 
| e, 


* 


CAMS 


, then have ond; to redouble their zeal i in this age of ; | 


 lukewarmneſs and indifference ; for ſo great, alas l is 
the. departure of many of our modern teachers. from 


| the good cauſe of pure unperverted religion, that ©. if 


4 it wwere poſſible, they would deceive even the eleft'*.” 


You go on by obſerving, that “ againſt the 


« broad ſhield which a blamelzſs life holds out he- 


fore a man, the arrows of calumny and male- 


60 volence, like the feeble dart of old Priam, will 
t uſually fall down blunted and impotent. By 


45 well doing, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, by executing 


«© properly what you have to do, you may in time 
“ ſafficiently put to filence the ignorance of fools, 


© and ill-diſpoſed men; a calm and ſteady perſe- 
' © yerance in the faithful diſcharge. of your -paro- 


% chial duty, will be the ſureſt method, you truft, 
40 not onl y of recommending yourſelves to your great 


2 Maſter; but alſo of reſcuing the Church which 


you love from the unjuſt attacks of hereſy. and 


« ſchiſm, of obloquy and miſrepreſentacion.” - 


pe» really know of no perſon, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
| that can be ſaid to lead a blameleſ5 life, for though 


the great apoſtle Paul once was blameleſs in his 


. own eſtimation, and , indeed, was conſiderably more 
ſtrict, as many have affirmed, in the general tenor 
of his conduct than any one who has lived ſince his 
| time; vet, . var INI, oye he [DIFF * 
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15 poor p roof of his converſion to a "TY betone 5 
| Avis light darted into his ſoul; previous to that, 1 5 
be was an enemy to Chriſt and his people, and | 
took pleaſure in perſecuting the Churen -- 
There are but too many amongſt us who hagtily 
putſue the ſame line of conduct which directed 
Saul the Phariſee, but it is a great mercy er that 
tc the atm of the Lord is not yer/ſtiortenedy that it 
4e cannot fave 5” and; therefore; the faithful are 
ſtill encouraged to hope that their enemies may 
be converted in time, and be ſaved to all eternity 
Ehen would they enjoy & that peace of God 
e whiche paſſeth all OD 8 $7 e ne 
| I OR e PH! POT Ws 
The ſoul's calr bebe, an th teat be | 
6 be eminent and pious Biſhop BrvznrDos, Utes 
dis eonverſion, confeſſes in the ſtrongeſt language, : 
that#blameleſs lift is incompatible with à ſtate of grace; 
how much more, therefore, with a ſtate of nature L oth 
46 Alas! 4% he ſays, “ 1 can neither ſet my band nor 
« heart about anything but 1 ſtill Mew imyfelf 1 
« be the finful offspring of ſinful parents, by being | 
4 the ſinful parent of a ſinful offspring; nay, 1d 
not 'only betray the inbred venom of my heaft, ; 
et poiſoning my common aQtions, but even 'my | 
« mot" religious performances alſo with fin. 'T cati- 


= not pray but I fin ; nay, 1 cannot hear or preach 


« a ſermon, but I fin; I cannot give an alms or re- 
N PETE . 


ELM 1 eee 


TT Ty ) | 
0 wave the kerament but 1 fin; nay, 2 8 eatinot fo 
. much as confeſs my ſins, but my very confeſ- | 
* fjons are ſill aggravations of them—my repent 
© ance needs to be repented of; my tears want 
« waſhing, and the very waſhing of my tears need 
er fill to be waſhed over again with the blood of 
ce my Redeemer. Thus not only the worſt of my 
ce ſins, but even the beſt of my duties, ſpeak me 2 
ce child of Adam, inſomuch that whenſoeyer I re- 
r flect upon my paſt actions, methinks I cannot 
but look upon my whole life, from the time of 
my conception to this very moment, to be but 
eas one continual act of fin,” 
Again. You ſay, you wiſh to put to fence * 
e ipnorance' of fooliſh and ill-difpoſed men.” Now, 
if you would have theſe words taken in a general 
_ fenſe, and would wiſh to put to ſilence that folly 
and "Ignorance which oppoſe well doing, You do 


well; but if they are to be taken in a particular | 


__ and to be referred to thoſe who may differ 
«from you by their attachment to the ſpiritual and 

. experimental part of our holy religion, they will 1 
fear, recoil upon yourſelf; at all events, they will little 
affect thoſe who have been taught to abhor evil, 

dc and to cleave to that which is good“. Vou 

5 viel) recommend to the clergy. to execute. properly 


what they have to do, and to purſue a calm, and 
e 1 nity moore in the farthful e of 
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their parochial. duties. But properly to execute, | 
and faithfully to diſcharge the duty they owe to 
God and man, is a taſk which not one of them 
can poſſibly do, ſtrictly ſpeaking; ; nor, indeed, per- 
form in any ſmall degree to the honour of God, 


and the eternal welfare of their fellow creatures, 


1 unleſs they act from right principles ; ; from princi- 
ples regulated and directed by the Spirit of. God. 
| + PEN and philoſophy. may abound, among 
| ed, and erring mortals into the paths of reyela- 
tion; 3 for could unaſſiſted reaſon, and mere philo- | 
: ſophy have diſcovered the mind and will of God, 
the revelation of himſelf, which be has been pleaſ- 
ed to make in his holy word, would have been, ſuper- 
fluous,: and uſeleſs; but as it has been determined by 
ä holy men of old, who ſpake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt,” that the work of the Spirit upon 
125 "the hearts and conſciences of men is not enthufiaſw, 
but the truth, it muſt follow of courſe, that they who 
have not the Spirit cannot execute properly what they 
; bare to do, as ſhepherds over Chriſt's flock „ 2s la- 
bourers | in the ſpiritual vineyard *, F 
Again, 
1 mankind are corrupted and depraved in their moral cha- | 
Ber, and ſo are unfit for that ſtate which Chriſt is gone to 
prepare -for his diſciples; and, if the aſſiſtance of God's Spirit 


be neceſſary to renew their nature, in the degree req uiſite to their 
being qualified for that ſlate, all Oy is implied in the expreſs, 


4 | """_—_ 


0 9 
- gain, Sir, Suppoſe i it poſſible that your it was 
hiamelfs, and that you could execute properly what 
you have to do, it could not recommend vou, as 


you fay; to your great Maſter. This is a poſition. 


not exactly orthodox according to our creed. 


The word of God excludes the idea of man's 


- ror mmending himſelf 0 ta our Sreat Maſter by 
any works or worth of his on. We are ſaved by 
« grace through faith,” ſaith St. Paul, (c notof works, 


ce leſt any man ſhould boaſt *,” You may have 


met with this notion in the writings of Arminius, of 


Avius, and Socinus; and among the corrupt teachers | 
in the Romiſh church; but the articles, homilies, 


and liturgy of the church of England, all ber faithful 

children, and all the faithful children of God, al- 

low of no ſuch language. They are perſuaded, « that 
1 without holineſs no man can ſee the Lord Þ+ 3" 


though 3 declaration, * a 1 born of the | 


Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God: ſuppoſing this, 
is it poſſible any /erious perſon can think it a ſlight matter, whe- 
| ther or no he makes »/e of the means expreſsly. commanded by 
God for obtaining this divine aſſiſtance, eſpecially ſince the 
whole analogy of nature ſhews that we are not to expect any 


8 benefits, without making uſe of the appointed means for obtain. 


ing or enjoying them ? Now, reaſon ſhews us nothing of the 
particular, immediate means of obtaining ſpiritual benefits. This, 
therefore, we muſt learn from TOONS. e revelation ſays, 
cc Al, and it yo be given,” Eos 975 FN 
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but ky have never thoughtof: recommending EE | 


to God for their perſonal holineſs, or in-any other 


way than by and chrough the atoning blood, and 


righteouſneſs of the immaculate Lamb of God, 


Who Was lain e 55 Foundation of ao 


” world'*,” $I ET Ooty 

| If you and your 1 Weben 40 FRM des re; 
and would deliver your own fouls in'the great day 

of account, you will do well, while time is on the 


wing, to meditate on the awful words of the warn- - 


ing Prophet Ezekiel, which is a ſtanding charge 
"00 everlaſting import to miniſters of all ages, of 


all deſcriptions and denominations; and which are 
recorded in the 33d chapter of his Prophecy: for as 
long as their object is to pleaſe men, they cannot, 


as St. Paul aſſures them, THEY CANNOT be the 
ſervants of Chriſt. / 1 e 
*The day is coming when all mankind 4 (miniſter 


and people, clergy and laity, whether they wil now | 


EN . ev. xiii. 8. 


4 « My perſon i is only juſtifed by the merits of Cs: #: . Hap: | 


ec ed to me, and my nature is only fanflikied by the 1 of 


5 « Chr if implanted i in me.“ 
; OT MX Biſhop Davzaises. 


5 The e od 9 author of the Reclefiaftical Polity | 


| poſitively affirms, that the righteouſneſs wherein we muſt be 
found, if we will be juſtified, is not our own; therefore we can- 
not be juſtified (ſays he) by any inberent quality, C HRIST hath 
| merited e for as many as are found in him, 
| | Hoo KER 0n R | 


hear, 


Tt 


W or whether they will forbear) ſha be 


* ſummoned, without any difference or degrees, 


e before the ſame Tribunal, when the crowns of 


ha kings, and the ſhackles of priſons ; when the 


<< robes of princes, and the rags of beggars; when _ 


the 'gallart's bravery and the peaſant's ruſſet, 
< the ſtateman's policy, the courtier's luxury, the 
« ſcholar's curioſity, and the worlding's pleaſures 
© and enjoyments, ſhall. all be laid aſide; when 
< all men ſhall be reduced to an equal plea, and 
ce without reſpect of perſons ſhall- receive a final 


70 ſentence, of either Come, ye bleſſed,” or, ** De+ _ 
cs part, ye curſed.” Then ſhall the. humble fol- 


e lowers of Jeſus be declared by the mouth of 
God himſelf to be the only wiſe people, though 
“ ſcorned, vilified, and abuſed, here below; and 
<« then ſhall the enemies of God, when it is too 


< late,. be driven to that deſperate and ſhameful 


< confeflion in the Wiſdom of Solomon, v. 4—7, *” 
We fools accounted their lives madneſs, and 
e their end to be without honour : how they are 
6 numbered among the children of God, and have 
« their lot among the faints! therefore. have we 


« erred-from the way of truth, and the light of righ- 


te teouſneſs hath not ſhined unto us, and the SUN 


* OF RIGHTEOUSNESS roſe not upon 15. We weari- 
e ed ourſelves in the way of wickedneſs and de- 
6: e yea, we have 1 5 through 1 8 


ba Wiſdom of EP LAKE chap. lf, 1, 3, Þ 4 
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1 where there lay no way; but FR the wg of th 
Lord, we have not known Fo ey 
And now, Sir, ſuffer me, before I 8 my OR 
3 of you, to apologize for any undue warmth, any 
bard ſaying, which in the courſe of theſe pages 
may ſeem to have violated the great and extenſive 
law of Chriſtian charity; it has been my object 
neee from the beginning to * end, 


40 nothing to extenuate, 
108] «'Or ſet down ought in malice,” 
My principle aim has been, I cruſt "PEA 
ill I may haye ſucceeded in the attempt), to ad - 
vance the glory of God, and che good. and welfare 
of his Spiritual Church. 
I now commit the whole' into the hands of God, . 
and my hearty prayer to our great Maſter for you 
is, that he would bleſs you, that he would ſpiri- 
tualize the faculties of your mind, and make you 
an able, faithful, and zealous Minifter of the New 
þ Teſtament, ſo that you may be an inſtrument in the 
N hands of the Spirit, in promoting the converſion 
_ of many ſouls to Chriſt, and that yay may at laſt 
enter into that reſt which remaineth for the people 
bog God, and be for eyer with the Lord. 


545 am, Reverend Sir, : 
© Four malt | obedient humble Servant, 


0 TOO > 3-4 7. W. | 


0 N | 
ENTHUSIASM, 


BY 4 


MINISTER OF Ts CHURCH or ENGLAND. 
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Tuns E is not a term in the Engliſh language, 
which hath been more perverted, leſs underſtood, 
and oftener employed to ſerve the purpoſes of in- 
fidelity and irreligion, than Eur buſaſ m. 
Though religion itſelf is profeſſedly treated wit 
reſpect as an abſtract idea, no ſooner is its nature | 
and influence- brought under conſideration, than 
every. meaſure of it, which exceeds our own ſtand- ; 
ard, is regarded as being righteous over much; 
and whenever real godlineſs appears to make any 
progreſs, Enthufiaſm is the cry, and riſes up as a 
ſpectre to intimidate and deter from ſo dangerous 
an intruder. The conſequence hath been, that in 
order to keep at as great a diſtance as poſſible, 
. from ſo dreadful an evil, after exploding the power 
| 14 | 08" 


* 


ER 7g 15 6 5 
of godlineſs, we Pe very nearly got rid of the 
form, and to exculpate ourſelyes from all religious 
Eutbuſigſm, ha ve taken care to have no religion at 
all, and then we can be no longer ſuſpected. 
The criterion of vital Chriſtianity, is ſtrongly 
marked in the ſcriptures of truth, If fo be the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you *.” To'be deſ- 
titute of his preſence and abode, is the infallible 
Evidence of his rejection of us, if any man hath 
* not the Spirit of CnRIST he is none of his;“ 
ic but hereby we know, that he abideth in us, by 
« his Spirit, which he hath given us f.“ N 
Enthufiaſm, in its etymology, ſimply conveys to 
us this idea, Gop in us. But as impoſture uſually | 
affects the garb. of truth, this doctrine has been 


grievoufly perverted; ; and many have affected 


high pretences to a divine afflatus, to ſopernatural 
impreſſions, to viſions and revelations, which have 
had no ſubſiſtence but in a diſordered imagination, 
or es the cunning craftineſs whereby they lie in wait 
« to deceive 3.“ Hence the word Enthuſiaſm is 
now ee uſed: in a bad ſenſe ; and inſtead of 
diſtinguiſhing reality from affectation, or deluſion, 
thoſe who ſtrive to undermine the foundations of . 
true Chriſtianity, have endggvoured to bring all di- 
vine agency into diſrepute, and to involve the 
influences of Gop' $ Spirit in the ſame cenſure 


* Rom, vii. 2: tu 245 1 055 . N 
. and 


(Cann 
and mn with the pretences of 190 crafty, or N 
the dreams of fanatics. . If; 
To guard againſt the deluſions of folly ad alle. Fig bets 
| hood, and eſtabliſn the doctrine which is accord- 

4e“ ing to godlineſs “, | ſhall beg a candid hear- 
ijng on the ſubject; as it is of the laſt importance 
to diſcriminate between truth and error: leaſt un- 
der the notion of reſcuing religion from e 
ſiaſin, we 890 diveſt it of * its divine e 

and energy 

Go Hol v Ce. the third perſon i in ch” 
„eber hene Jehovah, is the object of our faith.” 
His divine agency and effectual operations on our 

| ſpirits may be traced 182 three eee 
heads 8 
„ al 8 our onde Fe Tok 

II. As influencing our conſcience and conduct. 

III. As communicating to us conſolations amidſt 
che trials and afflictions with which we are exerciſ- ; 
ed in this vale of our pilgrimage. „%%% T 

1. Gop the Spirit enlightens the ibs of the 
redeemed with the bright beams of his truth. 
Both the light of revelation itſelf, and the faculty 
of viſion are his gift. The human mind is dark- 
neſs, and muſt continue therein, till he is pleaſed 
to ſhine into our hearts , and open our un- 
40 derſtanding hat We N nner 850 Ops 


Fe tures 4. LY 
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1 


neue, begue, taten, g, 
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be wiſeſt of men are as . of 8 
ing the myſtery of godlineſs, as the moſt unlearned, 


uuoithout this divine Interpreter. Leaning to their 


own. underſtanding, and proudly aſſuming reaſon 
as their only guide, the Bible is to them a book 
© ſealed and a goſpel hid.” The world by wiſ- 
„dom knew not God #.” The higheſt attain- 
ments in literature, or critical acumen, never were 
- effectua] to open the treaſures of wiſdom and know- 
ledge contained in the ſcriptures of truth, © The 
ec things of the Spirit muſt be ſpiritually aa 
© ed.” That we muſt all be taught of God g, 

is the revolting truth, before which the 2 9 of | 
human wiſdom refuſes to bow down: hence “- not 


. many wiſe men after the fleſh are called 5.“ 


Nay, did we embrace the doctrine of truth, by 
the teachings of men only, they would be 
mere opinions, and no powerful principles of 
action or comfort. It would be only as the light 
ſhining in darkneſs,” which the darkneſs never 


Chriſtian faith is eaſy ; and ſcientifically to con- 
tend for them poſſible, but no man can ſay that 


* Ixsus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt I.“ . 


The real ſaving knowledge of him muſt be a di- 
\ Yieg communication, revealed to us 92 that e 
- + 1 Cor. i. 21. + 1 Cor. it. 14. 1 1 kr. 13. 

: $21 Cor. i. 26. 4 Tire 3+ 2 
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communicates. Enthuſiaſtic jargon, cries one! 


( 139 
; who in es economy of our ſalvation: is ſent to 
take © the things of Caxtsr and ſhew them un- 
to us Without whoſe illumination we know 
nothing as we ought to know, all other knowledge 
being merely * in word and in tongue, this im 
** power and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſ- 
4e ſurance 1,“ attended with © an evidence and 
4 ſubſiſtence, (HN a demonſtration of truth, 
which © faith of the operation of Gopꝰ alone 


Doth not this man ſpeak parables { ?** Perhaps 
to you he doth, yet he only uſes the expreſſions, MW 
which you a thouſand times have repeated, and 
therefore whatever he is, out of your -own'' mouth ji 
are you condemned ; for how 17 have 191 ut · 
tered, I will not ſay, prayed, 1 

Lighten our darkneſs, we beſeech ee O Lord 1 Wl 
—Caft thy bright beams of light upon thy church! 
Ec Cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts by the inſpi- 

ration of the Holy Spirit And as thou didſt 
teach the hearts of thy faithful people by ſending 
to them the light of thy Holy Spirit, grant us by 
the ſame Spirit to have a right judgment in all I 
things! that by thy holy inſpiration we may think 
_ thoſe things that be good I- — might 1 6 
a e Fir theſe e and „ are il 


* Jah the 48 Thc £4 223.43 | 
F Bnet, xx, 49. 4 Hare) ON?” 


7 


Cat... 's 
pany, in the cenſure, of which. without. 6 ig 


" Bax 
* * 


ledging himſelf a hypocrite and condemned by | 


his own prayers, no member of the Church of 


England can be aſhamed. Though it muſt be 


owned with grief, that in every church profeſſing 
Chriſtianity, too many are to be found, who have 
ſcarcely conſidered i if there be any Holy Ghoſtꝰ, 


and if they are to be decided by any experience of | | 


light or teaching by him communicated. to tbem, 
they muſt conclude equally; againſt his Nein 9 and 


1 8 Divine power N influence Ry: be com- 


municated to our hearts in order to all holy walk- 


ing with Gop, and to enable us to perform any 


acceptable ſervice, I hear much of the innate 
love of virtue, tue moral ſenſe, the fine feelings, 
and the nice honour of imaginary beings. I look 


round, and ſee the whole world lying in wick- 


* edneſs . Nor indeed according to our view of 
things can it be otherwiſe. For it is not in man 
« that walketh to direct his ſteps aright.” * The 
ce dead in treſpaſſes and ſins muſt be quickened 5 
« before they can poſſibly walk or pleaſe God.. | 
46 Marvel not therefore, ſaith the Great Prophet, : 

6c matvel not that I ſaid unto you ye muſt be born 


again; that which is born of the fleſh is fleſh, and 
. * which i is born of the Spirit is ſpirit .. Sq 


* 


Aas x + 6 John v. 19. 1 Jobs fl. 6, 7. 
f r bears 21 58 i; 


< then 
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0 then er chat are in the 1 cannot pleaſe | 


8. Goo 7) © 


_ Having as ability thotefave of ourſelves? to kelp 1 7 5 
ourſelves, we muſt be indebted to the grace which 
bringeth ſalvation, and receive power from above, 
<« ſtrengthened with might, by God's Spirit in the 


© inner man . Indeed the whole of the Chriſ- 


tian ſcheme as revealed in the Zible leads us to 


ſeek © help where it is laid za One mighty to 


5 fave .“ That we may receive, not the ſpirit : 


6 which | aint the world, but the Spirit which is of 
«© Gop:$;” '* © who hel peth our infirmities, and 
whoſe “ ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs.” 


If there be a Chriſtian grace to be exerciſed, it is 
* the fruit of the Spirit I;“ if there be a duty to 
de performed, it muſt be in the Holy Ghoſt ; 


and if a good man's goings are directed aright 
and his way acceptable,“ it is becauſe the Lord 
the Spirit ordereth them *. Indeed, it is among 
the ſtrong proofs of the aſtoniſhing blindneſs of the 
human heart, that any perſon capable of reading 
the book of God, ſhould ever doubt reſpecting a 
truth, with which every page is replete, and which 


every ſacred penman uniformly inculcates. 


Hence prayer becomes a neceſſary, and reaſona- 


ble ſervice. Not che compliment of ee bat 5 


£ * 


* Rom: vill. 8. + Bpb. lit, 16. 9 P/al. Wie 19. 
$1 Cor. ii. 12. Il Gal. v. 22 + Jud 20. © * 
* 1 r. 3. | | 
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FO real. addreſs of the heart to God, who kejrs 
eth prayer,” and hath promiſed to give his Holy 
_ & Spirit to thoſe who aſk him *.” The all-ſuffici-' 
cent grace is a divine communication, “ 1 live, 
46 yet not I, but ChaIsT liveth in me .“ We 
dc dwell in him and he in us by the Spirit which 
he hath given us .“ Our works pleaſe Gos, 


when thus begun, continued, and ended in him. 


So we are again returned to God in us, or Enthu- 
gin; and how to avoid it, I ſee not, unleſs by 
making another Bible, and a new Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, for in the old one we maſt pray con- 


. tinually—“ O Thou, from whom all holy deſires, 


“ all good counſels, and all juſt works do proceed, 
s fend thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour into our hearts 
* that moſt excellent gift of love, the very bond 
« of peace, and of all virtues :—that we who can- 
* not do any good thing without thee, may by the 
<« help of thy grace pleaſe thee both in will and 
«deed !—Grant that thy Holy Spirit may prevent 
and follow us; and in all things direct and rule 
* our hearts. that by his inſpiration we may think 
«thoſe things that be good, and by his merciful 
u guiding perform the ſame, ſend us thy Holy 
i Ghoſt to comfort us, and exalt us to the ſame place 
5 whither our Saviour Car15T is gone before. 0 | 
* Gov the Holy Ghoſt, have mercy upon us,” 


C 8 B Gal. ii. 20. 1 Fobn i IV. 13- 


Duares 


= N any 1 ld theſe expreſſions: 
as enthuſiaſtical ! I can only ſay, they are not mine, 
though I adopt them, I have tranſcribed them 
from a book * which bears ſome authority in the 
nation, and therefore am at leaſt not ue in 
thus believing, ſpeaking, and praying. But 
3. Divine comfort muſt be received 900 
the Holy Ghoſt. This is confeſſedly a miſcrable 
world : univerſal experience proves it full of fin 
and ſorrow, # They who are in this tabernacle 
e groan, being burdened . I mean not to paſs 
in review all the ſcenes © of trouble to which man 
« js born as the ſparks fly upwards ;” they would 
be more than I am able to expreſs, and if in this 
life only we had hope, we muſt be wretched beings 
indeed. The great' ſupports. of a Chriſtian's ſpirit. 
are the conſolations of God, thoſe conſolations 
ce which abound, as the tribulations abound 2, 
with which we are called to conflict. « I xillinoc 
cc leave you comfortleſs,” ſaid our adorable Maſter, _ 
© vill ſend you another comforter, who ſhall abide 
ce with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth, whom 
ce the world cannot receive becauſe it : ſeeth him 
© not, neither knoweth him; but ye know him, 
te for he dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in you g.“ 
The word of truth through his application is re- 
ceived with Joy. in the Holy Ghoſt, and“ in the 


* The Common OO Book, 1 
1 ni + 2 Cer. i 1. 5 Ch Jabs aiv: 16, 17. 
— midſt 
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. midt of every Totte Abich afflifts ded his come | 


4 forts refreſh our ſouls.” 
FP his is an effential part of the Chiriſtian ec, | 
| The religion of the Son of God is not that cold 
inſenſible form, which ſome ſuppoſe, but the 
happy enjoyment of divine favour, where the heart 
is © ſealed with the Holy Spirit of promiſe a, ” unto. 
the day of redemption, is“ Aller WS; + joy. and 
ry peace in believing.“ "AT 
Some may indeed ſcoffing iy, 1 have no no- 
alk of theſe inward feelings, and enthuſiaſtic fan- 
cies. I can only reply, Is every inward feeling 
enthuſiaſtic, and all internal, heartfelt, ſpiritual 
Joy, fanciful? I am afraid religion without feel- 
ing, is but a painted ſun, and that they have but | 
% name to live and are dead,“ who never felt 
c their ſpirit rejoicing in Gop our Saviour +,” and 
« walking in the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt 1.“ 
J am ſure the prayers, which I have from Eher 
1 ese accuſtomed to uſe, have taught me to aſk and 
expect this divine conſolation, and have directed 
me to expreſs my thankfulnefs for it. But the 
WW prayer muſt be abſurd in itſelf, if no ſuch conſola- 
tion is to be expected, and the bleſſing » a lic if no. 
| Tuch comfort hath been enjoyed. e 
« God! who didſt teach the Naa of thy 
40 « prope by FO to them the "OF of thy Holy 


Nh. * Eph. i. 13. N 5 4+ Lal i. 27. 8 4 Hari ix. 31. 
ff 4 | | . 5 | i Spirit ; 
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bs « Sir grant us by the ſame Spirit. o have a right | 
tc judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in 
&« his holy comfort! We beſeech thee leave us not 
* comfortleſs, but fend to us the Holy Ghoft to 
4 Se us! O make thy choſen pours jr. 
4 „ 
It is laid, tndocd! theſe are eb; doc- 
| trines, and in the preſent more improved ſtate of 
Philoſophic inveſtigation and learning. are ex- 
ploded for more rational ideas. It may be ſo; 
but of this I am ſure, that, during the heavieſt 
calamity under which this nation hath groaned, 
when with fervent prayer we were enjoined to ſeek 
the King of kings in behalf of THE FATHER 
OF HIS PEOPLE, we were taught to invocate 
ee the Holy Spirit, for thoſe conſolations which 
« He only can beſtow *,” If conſolations, they 
muſt be felt and experienced if the Holy Spirit 
only can beſtow them, then we acknowledge 
his godhead _ glory, aid. the hu nd of his 
_ 5 : 
Nor can dheſte doctrines by any man af common 
- ſenſe and candour be called antiquated, when, to 
this day, no perſon can be admuted ta miniſter in 
holy things with us, but on his ſolemn declaration 
* that he i ty inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt f.“ 
Nor | is this merely the language of our confeſſions, 
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| _ of our:prayers ; but what ĩ is too cor amonly/re- 
puted the height of Enthuſiaſm, we ar : 

|  notonly to pray, but to ſing in the aue drain, and 
with expreſſions, if poſble, PE FRO: thoſe 

+. contained in our prayers *.... 3 
But ſome perſons will Kill liars: affirm, 
read the, works, hear the ſermons, aſk the opinions, 
| of all whom you ſo confidently challenge as your 
aſſociates in the church, will you find a page, a 
paſſage countenancing the opinions, for which you 
contend ? Did you ever hear the neceſſity of di- 
vine teaching and inſpiration by them inculcated ? 
| Will you pretend that they infiſt upon the ſpecial 

| influence of. the Holy Ghoſt to produce every 

good thought, word, and work ? So far from this 
being the general uniform tenour of their diſcourſes, 
ſhew me a fingle expreſſion in any ſermon or trea- 
tiſe, among the moſt eſteemed modern divines, in 
which any ſpiritual conſolation from the Holy 
Ghoſt is· ſpoken of, as felt, and to be experienced? 
Do they not explode the idea, and is not the whole 
ſtrain of their teaching and doctrine, the very re- 
verſe of what you infinuate ? Are they not full of 
neceſſary cautions againſt enthuſiaſts and fanatics? - 
and do they not deciſively mark thoſe whom they 
confider as ſuch, even as many as believe in and 
Pray, for, expect, and profeſs to receive illumi- 
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nation, 1 and comfort from the Holy £ 
- Ghoſt, | ; 
I am now, I own, die to a Sha for 
| ſhould I affirm theſe ſuggeſtions are falſe, I ſhall 
be buried under ſermons, pamphlets, volumes, 
octavos, quartos, folios, innumerable. But if 1 
admit the charge to be true, then muſt I ſtamp 
| ſuch a reproach of hypocriſy, falſehood, contra- 
dition, and blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, | 
on a body ſo highly e as would expoſe 
me to ſevere cenſure. 
I preſume, therefore, I had better refer the mat- 
ter to every man of candour and uprightneſs to 
conſider the queſtion, and the arguments produced, 
and then to judge for himſelf, leaving the admired. 
| moderns and rational divines to vindicate them- 
ſelves from any ſuppoſed inconſiſtencies, for in- 
deed I am not equal to the taſk, being myſelf only 
a poor deſpiſed believer ** in Gop the Holy 
<« Ghoſt, who ſanctifieth me and all the elect people 
0 of God: . | 
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REVEREND AND DEAR sia, 


G may excite you juſt to give the 
following pages a. curſory view; but permit me to 
aſk for a ſerious moment, when your thoughts are 
compoſed, and you are in no danger of an inter- c 
ruption: then fic down, and read what is here 
humbly preſented to you, give every article'its due 
conſideration, and may it, through a divine bleſſ- 


ing, prove a happy opportunity, and be made ef- 


fectual to anſwer the great ends for which it is : 
Intended. 


£ 


bl 


"You are by profeſſion: a miniſter a leader of the 
. 1 a Shepherd in Tirael - _ A a ſacred character 


* 44 of this Adkefs are more le intended 
as a friendly reproof to characters of a very different deſcription 
to that of Mr. Eyre, the author of the preceding Letters having 


given. his opinion * the moral character ol chat t gradewnn „ 
a 120, | | 


K 3 , indeed ! ; 


indeed! an honourable employment! Yet, vene- 
rable as it is, how many, are deplorably inſenfible 
of the great impo RY e of t 2. K ow! are actuated 


17 


by mercendry prin ignorant of the moſt 


intereſting ſubjects of Chriſtianity, and are regard | 


leſs of the ſouls committed to their care! As this 
zs the caſel with tog many he pre engiged in the 
ſacred office; and as the conſequences are inex- 
preſſibly melancholy both to themſelves and the 
people they preach to, ſo give me leave to addreſs 
you, fir, upon the ſubje& of your miniſtry. I would 
do it with the higheſt reſpect to your character, 
with all decency. and humility, with an undiflem 
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regard: for \ your belt iotereſt, and therefore 155 al 
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or What, is the meſſage you « carry : to your people, 
Many will be ready to receive it ita inquiring 
Mhether .it is agreeable to to the. word of, God or not, 
becauſe 3 it comes from you. . This then c ſhould en- 
gage you to inquire of what Kind it is, and ſtir 
vou, up to take the moſt diligent gate chat it be, 


in every reſpect, ſuitable to the ge of Crit, 
and to the cireumſtances of thoſe amongſt whom 


vou labour. What doctrines have you been | preach- 
ON 3 7 . ing? 
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1 1 gd The generally defpiſed, bal the ut quick- 
|  _ ening truths “ of the adorable Jeſus, or the naturally. 


pleaſing, | but deſtructive errors of infidelity? Have 
you been repreſenting the fall, with its inconceiva- 
bly awful conſequences in the ruin of the whole 
human race? Have you been opening the glories of 


the evetlaſting covenant, and exhibiting the great 
myſtery of redemption? Have you been diſplaying 


the ex. ellencies of our Emanuel, and propagating, 


what the deluded world calls, the fooliſh and abſurd 5 


docttine of the croſs Fr Hive you been feeding your 
immorcal hearers with pure gol pel proviſion, and fa- 


f risfying their ſouls with the bread of life, or ſtarving 


them with empty declamations, and fine elegant ba- 


rängues upon ſome moral virtue? Have you, in 
fine, been. preaching to ſinners and t to ſaints; : been 


„ «4 


give. to "every one his portion in que ſeaſon? 11 
would beg leave to ſuggeſt to you the following 


0 examination 2266 Come, my ſoul, let me enter upon 
1 woſt neceſſary and important ſcrutiny. 1 have 


Profelled myſelf a miniſter of Chriſt theſe many 
years, but have 1 ever inquired into the meſſage 
L have carried to the people? Have I carefully 
confidered the dodrines I have preached : Have I 


ever Jer keen aſked the quetligns whether it is 
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| 2 Theſe truth no (reg can n be 2 few _ as 1 5 Bo 
not only contained in the articles of the church, but ran through 
che whole ſervice, and are the grand baſis upon which it ſtands. s 
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WN or error I am ſounding from the pul pit ? Haye 
| I not been contented with a mere round of preach-. 
ing, and never been concerned to inquire what . 
have entertained. my congregation with 2. And, if 
ſo, i is it not time to awake out of my ſecurity, and 
examine into that upon which ſo much depends = 
What, what are the principles I have been incul- 
cating? the foundation I have been laying, and the: 
ſoperſtructure I have been building upon it? In- 
quire, inquire, my ſoul, before the returning ſab- 
bath, leſt I ſhould be at beſt famiſhing, inſtead of 
feeding, thoſe that hear me.” 

Again,—What ends -have you had in view in | 
your miniſtry ?. What was it that prevailed upon 
you to enter into holy ordersꝰ Was you really 


moved. by the Holy Ghoft &, to take upon you the 


ſolemn charge, and EE, the cure of ſouls? or 
was it a defire. of popular applauſe, a thirſt for 
honour, or a hope of worldly. gain? Did 5 you think 
it an eaſy way of getting a ſubſiſtence, of providing 
for a family, and of living with reputation? Have 
theſe been your great ſprings of action, or have you 
had the glory of God, the honour of Chriſt, and the 
ſalvation of immortal ſouls in view : ? Has this been all | 
your aim, and i is ĩt not for this you defire to live ro 


„Tube firſt ee . the ordination of Aab A queſtion 
which you have already anſwered, God grant you may not have 
trifled with him in ſo ſblemt an affair, in declaring the Holy 
5 aan more 57 When fome 5 wh 2 was 5 the motive. i 
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preach theeverlaſting goſpel ?. Have you been con- 


5 cerned to attend the. various, important parts of 


your miniſtry ? As you are ſent for the defence of 
the goſpel, have you endeavoured to vindicate, and 
maintain, and ſet in a proper light, its glorious doc- 
4rines ? Have you laboured after the converſion of 
finners? Have you adminiſtered comfort to God's 
- people? Have you preached the goſpel to the 
Poor, attempted to bind up the broken-hearted, 
proclaim deliverance to the captives, and the ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord? Have you done this 
from the pulpit? ? Has it been the end you have 
been aiming at in private converſation? Have you 
viſited your flock, the poor as well as the rich, the 
afflicted, the dying? Of what kind have your viſits 
been, and with what views ? To gratify a ſenfual - 
appetite, to ſpend an hour in unprofitable diſcourſe, 
or to reprove, exhort, and comfort, as you ſaw oc- 
caſion d Theſe, e are e heads :0E7 in- 
quiry. Wo ds bo F _ is] | 

ye what. manner Pans you attended to 


the great ends of your miniſtry? How has it been, 


and how is it ſtill with you in the pulpit? Have 
you been lifting up your voice like a trumpet, and 
have you addreſſed all ſorts of ſinners, repreſented = 
to them the dreadful condition they are in, warned 
them of approaching judgments, preſſed them to ſeek 
atter an intereſt in the Redeemer, expoſtulated with, 
| _ ae n with all the tenderneſs and 
85 affegion | 


U 
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edlen of a miniſter of Chriſt, to attend to tlie 
| things that belong to their peace, before they are 
for ever hid from their eyes? Or have you gone 
through the Whole of the duty in a cold, lifeleſs 
manner, eſteeming it rather a burthen than a plea- 
fore, and having little concern upon your mind for 
the ſouls of thoſe that heard you? — How has it 
been with you in the ſtudy ? Have you there made 
conſcience of ſolemn prayer? Have you carried 
your people daily to the throne of grace, wreftled 
with God for them, wept over ſinners, and com- 
mitted them to the infinite compaſſion of the great 
Shepherd Have you been i importunate with God 
for ſtrength to enable you to go on in your work 
With growing pleaſure—for direction, in the choice 
of ſuitable ſubjects— for the divine preſence with 
you in your public work for wiſdom to conduct 
your converſation aright for courage and faithful- 
neſs for a lively zeal—for a growing love to 
Chriſt and ſouls—and, in fine, for a glorious. and 
divine power te accompany the whole of your la- 
bours, that they may be made effectual to the ſal⸗ 
vation of every ohe who hears you? How is it in 
converſation? Have you been recom mending Chriſt, 
his goſpel, and his ſervice, with affection to thoſe 
around you? Have you been ready, according to 
your character, to begin and encourage the moſt 
important ſubjects of converſation? Have you been 
willing to remove doubts, to ſtrengthen the weak, 
WEN Do ok to 
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W inquirers; add to attend to the requeſts of 


thoſe who have defitell-yout advice and inftruc- | 


tion ? Ig fine, have you been lively, ſerious, and 
warm for, your maſter s glory, been concerned to 


prend dhe $oowledgr, of his goſpel, and toadyanoe 


his kingdom and intereſt wherever you was called? 
Let me 80 further, gear fir, and aſk; you. What 
bas been your example ? Have you been con- 
cerned to live in the diſcharge of thoſe! duties to 
which you have exhorted your people? Have you 


guarded againſt thoſe ſins, of which: you have 


warned them, and from which. you have endea- 
voured to diſſuade them ? Have you been ſober 1 in 
your behaviour, moderate in the uſe of your enjoys 


ments, and regular, uniform, and heavenly in your 


_ converſation f. Upon the whole, has it been your 


great concern to walk in the ſteps of our deareſt 


Lord, to have the ſame: temper that was in him, 
and in the whole of your conduct to ſhew the 


Chriſtian and the miniſter ? Theſe, ſir, are queſ- 


tions peculiarly ſuited to your work and character: 


queſtions which L am perſuaded you mult acknow 


| ledge he great . of, and the reaſonable- 


Fermit me to. put. yon in mind of the 6th que lion % 


ee of deacons, and of your anſwer. 3 in which yon 


ſolemnly promiſe to frame and faſhion your life according to be 


Adoctrine of Chriſt, that ſo you may be a wholefome example 
bol che flock of N and you eee e un * NY 
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 nieſs/ neceſſity, and advantages of ſeriquſly attend - 
ing to. How happy ſhould I be, could I perſuade 


you to enter your ſtudy, and in the moſt ſolemn' 
manner, and as undęr the all- ſeeing eye of God, 


take e wy ons Auer n Oy to d own 0 
Soulf i Now, 


Thus 1 1 8 . all 1 
to point out ſome of the important branches of your 
miniſterial-work, and the manner in which you 
ſhould attend to it. What ſhall I now ſay; to preſs | 
you duly to conſider it, and to excite you to a di- 
gent diſcharge of thoſe duties you are called to? 
Methinks, fir, you ſhould not want the leaſt argu- ; 
ment to ſtir you up to the greateſt activity and 
zeal in ſo delightful, ſo henourable, ſo important 
an employment. You believe the ſcriptures to be 
the word of God, I make no doubt. You muſt 
therefore be convinced, that religion is no farce, no 

- Human invention, but a divine inſtitution ; and does 

not therefore require all your regard, eſpecially 7 

as Providence has placed you in the character of a 
teacher of others? Fain; fain would I move you, 
convince and quicken you! I can but attempt itz 


* FTyey are all queſtions built upon, and what may be juſtly 
extracted from the ordination ſervice relating to deacons and 
Prieſts, and which you have brought yourſelf under the moſt 
ſolemn engagements to attend to; therefore yo muſt be con- 
vinced of the propriety of my putting them to you in this ad- 
dreſs, and of the real love and concern I _ for your ſoul 

herein, 
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it is Cod. who muſt open your eyes, nd faſten the 
| conviction upon your mind. In hopes of this I 


would cheerfully caſt in my mite, and offer to your 


conſideration the following things, accompany- 
ing them with an hearty prayer, that they may 
anſwer ſome ſaving purpoſe to your ſoul; and ear- 


neſtly entreating that you would not ſtop here, and 


read no further, but view the whole, carefully ex- 


amine every hint as to its truth and importance, 


and weigh all in the balance of reaſon and ſerip- 
ture. f 

The firſt thing ] I R's mention is, your. people, 
"Hons immortal ſouls. And have you no tenderneſs 


for them? Can you look upon them with as little 


regard as you do upon your horſe or your dog? 


Are they not tending to eternity as quick as the 


wings of time can carry them, and can you neglect 
them ? Are they not directing their courſe towards 
the heavenly world, or the dark regions of hell ; 

and is it indifferent to ydu to which it is they are 
moving? What, be altogether then unaffected with 


ſuch a thought! Are ſome of them ſwearers, others 


drunkardsz are ſome breaking the ſabbath, and others 
running into all manner of exceſs of riot, and will 


you, can you ſee all this, and fit as an unconcerned 
- ſpectator? Have you no zeal for your maſter ? Can 


you ſee the ſnare laid, ſouls entangled, and hurried 
by the great adverſary to his dark babitation, ang] 
not endeavour to e it, or find the leaſt pity 
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in your breaft for hem? Will you not warn bend 
of their danger, call loudly on them to awake 
Will you not tell them that eternity is near, lead 
them to the mouth of the bottomleſs pit, and ſhew 
them the terrors of the ſecond death? Will yob 
not try to win them, to allure them by the glories 
of immortality, or melt them by the love, the 
amazing love of the Son of God? What (for I 
cannot leave off, I muſt purſue ſo important a ſub- 
ject), are there any, nay, are there many of your 
congregation, who are abſolutely ſtupid, hurrying 
on to everlaſting deſtruction, and will you not try 
to rouze and awaken them? Will you not beſeech 
chem. by the mercies of God ? Will you not entreat 
them in Chriſt's ſtead, to be reconciled unto God? 
Will you not exhibit all the riches of his grace, all 


the glories of the great Emanuel, and all the bleff- 


ings of a falvation ſo dear purchaſed, to move 
and engage them to repentance and a new obedi- 
ence? Was one of your brute domeſtics to be in 
* languiſming condition, your tender heart would 
feel ſome pity for the poor animal: and can you 


fit ill and ſee precious ſouls periſhing, ſouls of 
more worth than all the world ?—ſhall they fink in 
endleſs ruin, and you not drop one fingle tear? 
What, their miniſter not take one ſtep to lead them 


to Chriſt, to eue N17 wrath”: to | come?—Sure | it 
cannot be! | 


But if negligent As to the means to awaken them, 


o 3 | ture 
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| 3 you cannot. take thoſe alex: tn tend - 
harden them! You cannot. be a companion with 

them in drunkenneſs, and revel with them in'rheir 
| ſcenes. of criminal pleaſures: you cannot ſit with 
them in public view at the card - table, or lead a 
dance at a ball or an afſembly! Is it poſfible ! Vou, 
fir, well know how the matter ſtands. Conſider, 
cConſider your people have fouls. And further 
Remember, theſe ſouls are in the courſe. of Di- 
vine Providence committed to your care - you 
have profeſſedly taken the charge, the overſight 
of them, and brought yourſelf under engagements 
to inſpect their conduct, and to do all you can to 
lead them into the knowledge of the Goſpel, to 


promote their ſpiritual advantage, to walk before 


them in all the duties of the Chriſtian life, to en- 

courage them in their purſuits of a better world, to 
pity and to ſympathize with them under all their 
difficulties, to bear them up upon your heart, and 
to ſeek not theirs, but them.—God, by his provi- 
dence in opening a way for your coming amongſt 

this people, bas called you to all this work. How 
then will you fulfil your engagements, how per- 
form your promiſes, how anſwer your character, 
il you are negligent! Do you diſcharge that truſt 
God has committed to you? So many precious 
ſouls; ſome to rouze, to awaken, others to encou- 
rage and comfort; ſome to call in, others to build 
up; fure it it is an SIE charge! fo many to be 
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taught and ene And inſtead of attending 


to your duty, are you at places of diverſion, ſquan- 


dering your time in company, and drinking to- 
wards the bounds of exceſs? Are you taken up in 
uſeleſs friendſhips and unprofitable viſits, or trifling 


* . away life in eaſe and floth, doing nothing? In- 


ſtead of talking to them of Jeſus and ſalvation; and 
recommending the great duties of felf-exami- 
nation, mortification, meditation, &c. are you 
amuſing. them with empty ſpeculations? Inftead- 
of calling them to a ſerious inquiry into the foun- 
dation of their hopes of eternal life, are you bolſter- 
ing them up with the expectation of heaven, and 
lulling them into a pleaſing but dangerous ſecurity ? 
Inſtead of cheriſhing their. convictions, and encou- 
raging them in their ſmall beginnings, are you 
endeavouring to darken theſe dawnings of grace, 
to laugh them out of all religion, and to diſcou- 
rage them in the purſuit of ſalvation They have 
committed their ſouls to your care: precious as 
they are, they have truſted you with them, look _ 
to you for inſtruction, and from you expect all 
ſuitable direction and aſſiſtance in their way to a 
better world. See what confidence they have re- 
poſed in you, and ſhould not this make you dili- 
gent? Can you be unfaithful? What, they lodged 
ſo great a truſt with you, and you ſo careleſs! The 
greater their dependance upon you, the more 
Hhowd you be cquperped to eck their everlaſting 
goody 
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Tad, Confider the certainty and folemnity of 


| a diy of accounts. | That you expect to be called 


before the Judge of all the earth, to be tried, ex - 
amined, and aged in a world of joy or forrow, I 
would not call in queſtion. If you believe not, if 


you expect not theſe things, or if you think religion 


105 direct them i in the way to nappineſa But, 


e 


a vain and trifling thing, why are you a miniſter? 


why appear in that ſacred character? why preach 


and pray ? Do you never think upon the awful day, 
when you muſt give an account of your ſteward- 


ſhip, when your congregation will appear either as 
ſwift witneſſes againſt you, or teſtify to your faith- 
fulneſs? Do you never conſider the impartiality of 


the Judge, the ſtrictneſs of the trial, with the cer- 


tain and moſt important conſequences ? : Jeſus, who, 


will be the Judge, knows all you have done. He 


bas all your negligence, your careleſſneſs, your un- 


faithfulneſs, Kc. wrote down in his book: all the 
Principles and ſprings from whence you have acted, 
all your ends and views are minutely noticed by 
bim. Think, my dear fir, think upon the day, 


how ſolemn The vaſt, the numerous aſſembly 
gathered, and you hear your name called upon: 
you ſummoned _ to ſtand forth, give an account, 


and receive your ſentence ! Critical moment, mo- 


ment big with importance indeed! Now, what 


be to bave the approbation of the judge, to 
ſee A ſmile upon his countenance, and to hear him 


oy ; | 0 2 „ ſaying, 


_ 


£ 


ing, Come, thou faithful ſeryant; thou bal b 
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faithful in declaring my, Goſpel, ; and yr 1g 
my cauſe, come enter thou into the jay of the Lord! 
How great. the bappineſs, to haxe many to appear 
as your Joy. and crown of rejoicing in that day 1— 
But to ſee the Judge with. an awful frown, and to 
heat his voice, more terrible than thunder, ſaying, 


Thou ſothſ#l and unprofitable fervant, thou haſt had 


the care of ſouls, but haſt been negligent, and not 
attended to thy important charge: thou kiaft ſuf- 
fered them to go on from one act of rebellion to 
another, and to periſh for ever, without warning 


Re them of the danger, and preſſing them to flee from 


it; 3 Depart therefore „ thou curſed c reature, into everlaſi- 
— fre, prepared for the devil and his angels. Worldly 


% YL - 


gain was all thy view 3 popularity, was all thy am- 
bition; * theſe thou haſt had, and now, ſorrow, diſ- 


ireſſing ſorrow ſhall fill thy ſoul ; and thy name, 
Ze ek applauded by fellow mortals, f ſhall rot for 


ever. Painful thought! to have the weight of ſo 
many ſouls lying upon you, fouls you. haye neg- 


. lected! 1 Methinks 1 hear one upbraiding your neg- 


ligence, and ſaying, Had it not been for you, 9 
perhaps had not periſhed. | 1 truſted you with my 
foul, but you never corrected my profaneneſs; you 
never prefſed me to ſeek after ſalvation ; you led 
me into ſi in, a and kept r me in deſtructive ignorance ! 
—Hatk ! another lifting up his Grrovfil head, : 
and faying, [ Was uader conviRtions, and upon the, . 


1 
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; Inquiry what 1 obId 0 . 1 5 * my 


| cobraged me in my purſuits of heaven; you told 


me all, all would be well, if 1 attended but on Sun- 


days at chure ch; thus, through your influence, 1 
ſunk into a lethargy, took up with the form, and 


ſtopt ſhort of the power of religion, and now am 
ruined for ever! Diſtreſſing ſcene] to have one 


after another riſe up and thus upbraid you! to 


have their blood required at your hands! Every 


reflection will. wound your ſoul, and pierce 


you through with inexpreſſible e fore 
rows. 
Thus, my Jake reverend er: chan PO MED 


ed to drop a few hints; hints of the greateſt import- 


ance, as they relate to the peace of your on ſoul, 
the ſucceſs of your miniſtry, and the manner of 


your laſt appearance. 1 hope you will take kindly 
this little attempt, It is your Maſter's cauſe Tam : 


pleading. It is your own comfort I am ſeeking, 
| as well as that of your people. Do not be curious 


in inquiring about the author: he wants no praiſe, 


and hopes he is regardleſs of all the reproach that 
may be caſt upon him, If his name ſtands but re- 


corded in the annals of eternity, and he can be in- 


ſtrumental in promoting his Redeemer's intereſt, it 
is all he deſires. | ; 


Before he takes his leave, he e recommend 


to your ſerious and attentive peruſal the following 
"054 | texts 


_ 


r 


b 
| 
j 
ij 


% 


0 


texts, of Scripture *. May you read them often, "= 


may God open to you their importance, and enable 


you to walk under the daily view * es of 
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The eg piece was wirtten wi a pen of 
5 ſuperior. rank in life, high i in the religious world, 
and a 4 member of the e Church of Rogan: 


$5 3 25 a man continues cnt book che 
ſtate of his ſoul, he may paſs on ſmoothly, and will 
meet with little or no oppoſition in the broad way 
that leads to deſtruction; if he deck himſelf with 2 
few external duties, and live not in any groſs no- 
| torious fins, he will be looked upon as a perſon of 
great value and merit; and his piety will be highly 
extolled: but if he indeed take his ſalvation ſeri- 
ouſly to heart, and, inſtead of the buſks of reli- 
gion, be willing to feed upon the kernel, then will 
the devil's agents ſoon riſe up againſt bim, and 
no name will be too bad for him. Once indeed 
he was an honeſt, good fort of a man; but now he 
is 4 poor, melancholy apts or crack-brained en- 
"7 ow CE thuſiaſt. 
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chuffalt. Once be did every thing as he oughe ; bo 
but now he carries matters a great deal too far. 


Now do his anxious relations, and others that go 
by the name of his friends, begin to admoniſh him 


of his error; and exhort him not to make himſelf 


particular, telling him to beware of being righte- 
ous overmuch, and that there is no need of all that 
extraordinary preciſeneſs that he is apt to imagine; 
that he is low-ſpirited, and ought to take his inno- 
cent diverſions freely, and go into company, and 
be like other people. . Nay, ſome poor ſouls, un- : 
| der ſtrong convictions of ſin, have been treated as 
if they laboured under ſome bodily diſeaſe; the 
phyſician hath been ſent for, and in vain exerted 
all his ſkill, till Chriſt, the great phyſician of fouls, 
bas poured his fweet balm of Gilead into the fore; 
und, like the good: Samaritan, by the wine of his 
blood, and the oil of his ſpirit, | hath healed all 
thoſe cankering wounds, which he mer TOW OOTY 
the thieves of this world. HD TSA 
So alſo it frequently oe that MEN 3 
decent, dead hearted Formaliſts are afraid of their 
relations becoming real vital Chriſtians, that they 
get daubing, unawakened clergymen to talk to 
them of the danger and abſurdity of running into 
extremes, and point out to them particular perſons 
as laudable examples for their imitatien, telling 
them to obſerve Mr. Such- an- one, who, though a 
very charitable, good man, and univerſally eſteem- = 


| FUSS 0 1% 2 Pp 
hs all that 3 him, does nevenbeleſs ER 
AY his innocent pleafures: freely, and thinks a pru- 
dent compliance with the world highly neceflary. 
But it muſt be replied, that the univerſal eſteem 
any man may meet with, is by no means a ſcripture 
mark of his being a diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
pronounces woe againſt all the world's favourites * ; 
and tells us expreſsly, that the world will Fs ARR 
love its own, and ſpeak well of them, and hate 
thoſe whom he hath choſen out of the world . 
But on the contrary, it is thoſe that are perſecut- 
ed by the world, and are reviled and reproached 
of men, whom « our dear Redeemer declares to be 
the heirs of heaven. Bleſſed are they, faith he, i 
: that are perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake, for theirs 
1s the kingdom of Heaven. Bleſſed are ye when 
men ſhall revile you and perſecute you, and ſhall 
ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſely for my 
fake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is 
your reward in heaven. So alſo St. Paul aſſures 
us, that the friendſhip of the world is enmity with 
God; and whoſoever will be a friend of the world, 
is the enemy of God. 5 
Now, let any one judge from theſe. expreſs 1 texts 
of ſcripture, whether to be well or ill ſpoken of- by 
che world, is the trueſt mark of a Chriſtian, 
But although the word of truth alures us that in 


bv. 8 + John . 
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ae we ſhall have tribulation , and that all 

who will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer per” 
fecution F 3 yet our Saviour tells us not to marvel. 
if the world hate us 4; hereby plainly. intimating 
that this hatred of his true diſciples might well 
afford chem matter of aſtoniſhment: for what more 
unlikely than that ſo long as a perfon continues a 
rebel to God, a flave to his luſts and appetites, a 

bitter enemy to mankind in general, and particu- 
hrly'to all his acquaintance, by doing what is in 

his power to keep them from their only good, and 
to encourage them to go on in the broad way that 
leads to deſtruction, what more unlikely than that 
a perſon of this ſtamp ſhould be univerſally loved 


and efteemed? Again, What more unlikely than 


that ſuch an one ſhould be no ſooner made ſenſi- : 
ble of his error, acknowledge his ingratitude to 
his Maker and Redeemer, become meek, humble, 
_ affable, and loving to all; experience the happi- 
neſs of his change, pity the miſery of thoſe .who 
are till under the delufion, be deſirous of reſcuing. 
them from the jaws of hell, and of making them 


partakers of that real heartfelt joy, which is the 4” 


companion of the eſtabliſhed Chriſtian ; what more 
unlikely, I fay, than that a man ſhould no ſooner 
undergo. ſuch a change, than he ſhould be moſt 
cordially hated by the generality of people; ; and 


*Jebn xvi. 33. +2 Tim. iii. 12. t Jobn iii. 13. 
. . T3 that 
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that they! ſhould fall upon him like. ravenous 
| wolves? Yet, however extraordinary this may 
ſeem, daily experience'ſhews it to be true. 

Zut though the Chriſtian cannot help ſincerely 
Pitying his perſecutors, and praying to God to turn 
their hearts, yet in ſome ſenſes he may look upon 

- them. as his real friends; 1½. Becauſe they afford 
him a diſtinguiſhing mark of his being in the right 

way to glory, which without the aſſiſtance of their 

malice he could not have obtained. 2dly. Becauſe 

it is oftentimes with a child of God, as with a 

1 fluggiſh horſe, he muſt be ſpurred on when he is 
inclinable to ſtand ſtill ; ſo the reproaches and out- 
5 eries of che world, are excellent incitements to en- 
courage and ſtimulate the followers of Chriſt to 
preſs forward in the ways of holineſs; and in pro- 
portion as they are perſecuted by the world, to 
feek cloſer fellowſhip and communion with him 
who; hath overcome the world for their ſakes, and 
is aple to keep them from the evil of it. 
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